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C vii ] 



E XT R A C T from the Deed 
of Truft for founding this^ 
LeQure. 






AN Indedture, bearing date July 
31, 1768, fets forth, « That 
** the right revereud Willi Aid: 
«* Lord Biihop of Glouccfter has 
^< transferred the fum of 506/. 
** Bank four per cent, annuities con* 
<* foUdatedf to the right honourable 

« William Lord Manspieid, 

A 4 •♦ Lord 



tiii E^traBfrom the Deed of Trust, 

« Lord Chief Juftice of his Ma- 
<« jefty's Court of King's Bench, 
^ the right honourable Sir Johk 
« EAtDLlr WiLMoTt Lord Chief 
^\ Jtaftice of his Majefty's Court of 
^< Common Pleas, and the honoura* 
<^ ble Charles York^ \a]j oihjax^ 
*« coln's-Inn, in the county of Mid- 
** dlefex, UPON trust, for the pur«p 
^^^6fe Of fo)inding a LeSuYCy in the 

[a] This Rohle and eminent petibn was the 
IbecKd fob 0f the JLott) CbonceBi^r Hardirkke. 
Hp^ rha4 bce% far ^nany ycars^ in the firfr re^ 
puVatioii at the Bar; and, having palled through 
1^^ v^^ces of SbUicito^ and 'Attorney <5e- 
n^i^ was^ himfelf, made Lord Chancellor la 
January 1770, but died foon after his appoint- 
mbibwalittthigh ApiiV^'^Imtimfim ^cfiis; 
^cfrkum patri^i ^grav^ boniiomnjiiw. Cic« - 

I i» ^ form 



Jar ftmfding ihii Lscrv % ii i% 

«< form of a Sermon, 7^ prcve the 
« truth ofreveakd Religion j in general f. 

« and gf the Chrjfiian in particular f 

■-■'' 

« Jrom the completion of the profibe*^ 
<^ cies in the Old and New T^amentf 
^ which relate to the Cbri/iian churchy 
*» e^cially to the ap^acy of Papal 
^ Rome: That, in cafe of any va^ 
^ canqr m this truiR: hy the deoeafe 
^ of any one or more of the above^' 
<< mentioned Trtxftees, thr piace of 
^ places Jhatl 'be filkd up^ Jkomtim^ 
^ to time and m oc(u^on may veqiAre^^ 
« hy thefurviving Trid/hesy orSrufteCf 
^ or by the Executors xf ibefurmvor 
« of them : TThat the Truflees Jball 
" appoint the Preacher ^ Lincairls-imk 

''fir 



% Extriilfrom fbi Deed df Trust, 

«^r /Ar time Beings or fohie diber 
*^ able Dhine of the Church of Eng^ 
*♦ lattdi to preach this Lefture : That 
** the Ledlure (hall be preached every 
^ year m the Chapel of LincoMs^Inn 
•• (if the fociety give leave [^]) and 
« on the following days^ vi%4 the Jirft 
«« Sunday after Michaelmas Terntf thir 
^ Sunday next h^ore and the Sunday 
*♦ next after Hilary ^erm : That the 
^, Ledurer fhall not preach the faid 
** Lefturc longer than for the term 
<f of FOUR YBARS, andjhall not again 
•f he nominated to priach the fame : 
^ And§ when the term 6f four years 

[i] The Society Ifdve given leave that this 
LeAure be preached in their Chapet^ and on 
the days fpecified« 



far founding this Lecture.' xi 

<< is expired^ that the faid LeAurer 
^ fliall print and publijh^ or caufe to 
** h€ printed and publj/bedj all the Ser^ 
« mons or LeSiureSj that (ball have been 
** Jo preached by hm.^\ 
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S E R M ON I. 



P&Ke ideas of Prophecy, 



i Pe¥£r, 1. ar. 

Prvpbtcf came not in vld time by the wiU 
pf man: but holy men of God fpake^ a$ 
thy were moved by the Spirit of God. 

THE argument from propheqr, m 
fupport of the Cbriftian revelatioiH 
would be thought more conclufive, ac 
leaft would be more diftindly apprehcoded, 
if men could be kept from mixing their 
own prejudices and preconceptions with it» 
« The general queftion may be cxpr^Bed 
thus—** Whether the prcdiftions in d>c 
*^ Old and New Teftament do not appear 
** to have been fo far» and in fuch fen(e» 
^ fulfilled, as to afford a reafonable coo* 
" Vol. I, B ^viftion. 



* Talfe Idedi of. P r o p'h e c y. 

^ vi£tion, that they came nci^ as the texc 
*' fpeaks^ fy the will of man^ but frofn the 
*« Spirit of God:* 

In examining this queftiony the predio 
rioh^ tHemfelves eannot be too diligently 
ftudied, or too eautiotafly applied : But, 
*hile this wopIc is carrying oh, we arc 
fiill to iiippofe^ »id fhould not for a md* 
ment forget, that they nut^ be,> what they 
lAlafiifeftly claim to be^ of divine' fii^«? 
geftidn ; I rhean^ we (M to admits not 
die truth; ilideedj but the poOibUity, of 
fuch fuggeftion, till we can fairly makr 
k appear thtat thi?y itib of httnwn contrl- 
mxitzty only« 

: Tk will not be dt^hied^ Uiat th^ tenour tif 
<ScnptQre> u well as (^e text, eteatly a£> 
iertt the divine orig^TAl «hd dilt£(i6fi df 
tlie prophecies* A jiiift ^ttSo/vikt on t!te 
'Vuiyedt wii}, ihettfore, proceed on this iup* 
<)p)Orition, ind oftly try whether it tc wdl 
:ibililded. He will confider, whether the 
tcoiiftrudion df the p!P0];Ai^cies> ^lid tile 

* apjplication tif thcrn^ be (iich^ as nnay a& 
c * ! '-<■ trord 



bord tp tbofe pretcisliQns ; ^nd y^4 Pot 
argue againft them ba otbet priRpiples^ 
which th^y dd lipt z^mitf pr fjoppofe. 4fiL 
this H {ftdiiil^r Mbing niQre than yfhfit 
may be expe&e/d frqm 9 fair inq^^jrer, and 
what die rule$ of good rea^Qoipg exadi 
from binai 

The ufe of this ^oi^dqdt wOuId he. To 
preventj .or iet af}de^ aJU thofe fa^pcie^ ^n^ 
imagioatioivs ^hich too fr/^quemly tniflead 
inqioircrs inro the eyidencfs of prophecy} 
ifbxdi fill liicir minds mxk jieedkfs pe^rr 
piexities^ and difgrace tibeir (books mfh 
frivolous ah4 imperdnent difqiuifitionf^ 
Aady bteaufe I take k to be jpf in^ncipa) 
inoment, thai this Mfe ^ perftdly ieen £^4 
mdcrStoodf I ihaU^ firji, apply Jmy&lf £9 
juftify and explain it. 

it ^ is true tiiat pn^cyy in jtbe jirery idea 
of {hat iormi, at 'leaft in the fcriptural ide^ 
|)f k^ implies the divine ^ency; and that* 
exerted not oierely in giving the facoky 
itielf, but in dine&ing aU lits operations. 

B f Yet 



4 Fatfe Ideas ^/ Fropii£6Y. 

- Yet I know not how it as that,* wheit 
men addrefs themfelves ,to the lludy of. 
die prophetic fcriptures, they are apt to 
let this f6 neceflary idea flip out of their 
minds; and to difcoi&rfc upon them jufc 
as they, would oi^ rifiight do, on the fup* 
pofition that the prophet was left at liberty 
to difpenfe this gift in all refpeAs, as he 
ftould thiAk proper* No wonder then^ 
fiiat^ they ftiouM mifconceive of its eha- 
rafter^ a^d entertain very differctit notions 
about the excrcKe of this power from 
#hat the Scriptures give them of it. 'Nay 
it is no' wonder that they (hould even 
feitfgt the fubj'efi: with fome fcorn^ while 
fehey judge of itl^y the rule of human 
prudence, and. not of divine wifdom : for^ 
though they would readily own themfetves 
incapable 6f pronouncing on the fecret 
counfels of God, if prophecy, in its whole 
adminiftration, be regarded as proceeding 
merely from him ; yet> from their know- 
ledge of human luture, they would tUnk, 

and with fome reafon^ th$y were well 

■ ^ ■" able 



Falfe Ideas of PRdPHEct* l5 

^ble to conceive how the %iirit of pro^ 
phecy would be acUninift^risd, if man had 
the difpofal of this fp^rit jCommUted to him. 
Now ix happens, a$ I faid^ (by <an inex- 
<:uiable perverfenefs, or inattention^ indeed, 
yet in fa^ ]t io happens,) thax, to the 
conjlideration x>f thfe arguonent from prOr 
phecy, as applied to the proof of the 
Chriftian religion, many inquirers bring 
wi|^ them this ^r^ge and fatal prejudice ^ 
and then thei^ reafonings, or rather con^ 
jie^j^es, op the subject, the end, and 
che DisPEN'SATioN of pTophccy, are on}y 
fqch, as thip prejpdif e m^y he expe(5bd 
to iflipirip, 

. \» J^<lging for ourfelves, and by the 
light of human inveftigation only, there 
;j)ight be forae ground for fuppofing, that, 
if it fliould pleafe God at any time to con- 
fer the gift of prophecy on his fAVQurf d 
fervants, they would be folf ly or chiefly 
commiffioned to unfold the future fpr- 
tijnes of the moft conspicuous ^ates and 

B 3 kingdoms 



^ fidjk Midi Qf Plto^HEcy. 

id]%ddtp% in the ^orM : that fo divi^ie | 
power {^cmld cmbracp> 09 it? peculiar ob- 
jeft, the tdqnfels and cnterprizes, Ihc 
fuccefles and triumphs of jhc moft il- 
luftrious hatiqnj^ thofc cfpecially, which 
Iboqld rile to tlic fommit t)f empire by 
^eherous plan's of pojrcy, and by the dF- 
Torts of puBlic virtue; of fret fiatesy fn 
k word, fuch is we kbow to hive flouriftiT 
ffd in the happier ages of Greece, aiid ftich 
ks we fiill tohtempl^tp with itdniiratiofn 
in the vaft and awful fabric of Confular 
Rome^. This we might fhinlc k fit 'obtcfl: 
for the prophetic fpirit; to prefeni to us ; 
as correfpondipg in fome degree to thp 
jfubiime qharadef of ^ prophet; and as 
moft worthy, in biir conceptions, of the 
divine -atteritiop apd regard. 

3B\it how are we furprizpd to find thfat 
this ^ftonifhing power, the moft figtial 
gift of heaven to mankind, hath, Sn its 
immediate application at Icaft, tefpefted^ 
many times, 6bfcurb Individuals, whofe 
liiimcs a^nd memory are only prcferved ^in 

pne 



H^ Um lit f &o»*» tpft f 

^mployf d, 9xA^ m wc arie wady «Q «tprcf$ 
it, thrown awgy .ojq one fingk ftat;e, or 
rsd>/er familjr ; JQC0Bfidexat4e in ,dte txt- 
«m.t .of its power :or territory ;' <&que{leFed 
from the left ^sf the jiauohs, and hai^f 
icrnawxi among them [a] ^ with foaae jcnen- 
{ion, pa:hap$, (^ greater things, hut in^ 
iCident^ly t(Hicbed, ^s ^t may feem, and 
as they chanced 1:0 hatre fome conne^QA 
indth the interefts of this foidid pec^e \ 

Was this a ftage, on which it might be 
lexpeAed that thje God ^ heaven wouljijl 

; [^3 Thus <Jelfiis .i!epi[«i<?nts the Jews.— ^iiJi» wJ^^fc 

ye)(y9}f«<y9^ Orig,. cotiCra C£LS. 1. iv. p, i6i. ed* 
€^, .Cankih.Ji^lj^ ^d in p.* 1759 he reprefei^ts it 
48 ihe.higheft ^fuxdity in fuch r^iksjo pretend th^ 
their iniigniiicant concerns were th^ pbjeds of divine 
jrediftion, and that the fuprqme Gov^ernor 6f thp wortdy 
^1k> hs^ifoHiftny greater things upon his hands, fliouki 
<))e,Q|ily fdi^itojus, as it.were»to.k^p up a perpetual 
ll^teccourfe with xJjp^m. See. the whole palTage, whi^ 
the philofppher feems to have t^ken a pleafure to worlc 
up with much oratorical amplification. — Julian, tpo^ 
>was much pleafed with this fooliih gbjefiion.. 

B 4 cbnd^fbend 



t RiJ/i Ideas bf PftoPHKcv* 

condefcead to difplay the wonders pf hit 
prefciffice ; when He kept aloof, as it 
were, from more augufk theatres, and 
would fcarceiy vouchfafe to have the fldrts 
cf his glorf feen by the noblf r and more 
diftipguiihed nations of the World ? 

Such queiltons as thefe are ibmetimes 
aikcd* But they are fjjrely alkjed by thole^ 
;wh6 coniider the prophets^ as acting whol* 
ly on human views and motives ; and not 
as over-ruled v^ all their predictions b]r 
the JjArit cf God* For it is natural enough 
for vain man, if left to himfelf in the ex^ 
ercife of the prophetic power, to turn 
his view towards fuch objeAs as appear 
tp him gre^t, ip prefgreiice to ptbprs; 
and to eftimate that greatnefs by the luftre 
oif fame, in which they Ihine out to the 
pprervation of mapkinp. But a moment's 
refiedion inay fliew the probability* the 
poffibility at leaft, that Go£ts thoughts are 
not as our thoughts y^ind that, if the pro* 
phet's fpreGght be under the diyine in- 
fiuence, therj^ qfisy be reafon enough to 

' . dirc<fl 



fdfs Ideas vf pRORH^cy* ^ 

diref^ it towards fuch fcencs and pbje^Sy 
as we might be apt to undervalue or over* 
look. It is even very conceivable, that, 
if God b^ the difpenfer of prophecy, and 
not ma^^ ^11 th^t feems great and il« 
iuftrious in human affairs may to his all- 
judging eye appear fmall and contempt* 
ible[^J; and, on the other hand, what 
we account a$ nothing, may, for infinite 
re^fons^ unkpqwn to U9, but fo far as he 
)% ple^fed \o djfcpvef them, be of that im* 
port^nce as to merit the s^ttention of all 
his prophets from the foundation of the 
world. 

It is eyident, l^en, th^t to reafon in this 
in^nper on ^h^ ftlt^c^ pf divipe prophecy^ 
is to fufier ourfe|ves to be mi(led by a poor 
and vulgar prejudices a^d to forget, wha( 
we Ihould ever have p^efent to ys, the 
claitQ of God's prophets to fpeak, not as 
themfelvesTte^Zif^ but as they are moved by bis 
Spirit. 

{l] Bcholdy thi nations are ai a drop of a hfcketj and 

ri. The 



II. The $ND, or ujciawte purpofepf pr^* 
phetic illumination, b another point, qi| 
which many perfons arc apt to ^ntcrtaiai 
ftrange fancies, and to frame unwarranta- 
ble condufions, when they give themfely.eg 
leave to ^rgu'e on the low fuppofition, .bc^ 
jfore mentioned. 

I* It is then fi^aftily furmized that the 
Jcriptural prophecies,* If any fuch be ac- 
Icnowledged, could, oply' be defignfcd, like 
the Pagan oradfes, t^ Tooth the impatient 
mind under its art^IetyVbout future events-; 
to fignify beforehand to fiates or indtvi- 
duals, engaged in high or. hazardous under^ 
takiqgs, what the ifTue of them would be, 
that fo they might fuit 'thejr €ondu(St to thp 
information of fhe prophet, and either pijr- 
Tue their purpofc with vigour, or cxpeft 
their impending fafe with reljgnatjon. For, 
what other or worthier end, will fome fay, 
can heaven prppofe to itfelf by thefe ey- 
jraordinary communications, than tb pre- 
pare and qualify fuch event; as it decrees 
to bring to pafs^ to anim;it$ defponding 

virtue. 



^dfi 3i>ai pf PR0rH«€t« qn 



virtue^ on 1^ KHle haiid, pr to ^t9t 
iddtined mifeiy, on tlie others to adapt 
jtfelf^ \vi (hprt, to oi^r necefTities by a cliM(r 
difcovery of ks >vill in thde many intricate 
fittiationsy nf^fekh perplex human prvid0nce, 
riiade hiHnaq forefight, ahdl, but for thi3 
^previous admbnitibn, would bear too hard 
pa the natural force, or infirmity of the 
human. mind? Sonie fuch idea, as thi^ 
was pikinly entertained by thofe ^f thp 
l^agan philoibpher$ who concluded, fr&ni 
ihe exiftmc^ of a divine f^ower^ that there 
fnuft needs be fuch a thing as divination [c]f 
They thought the attributes of their gods, 
• if any fuch there were, concerned in giving 
fome notice of futurity to mankind. 

2. Others, again, encouraged in this coii? 
' jedtural ingenuity by partial views of fcripr 
ture, come to pcrfiiade themfelves that prQ- 
|)hecy is an aft of fpecial grace and favour^ 
not to this or that ftate, or individuals, in- 
difcriminately, as cither may feem tq Hand 
in ncipd ef it ; but to one peculiar and 

[r] Si dii funty efl diviiuftio* 

chofen 



12 falff Usa$ of Pjtof HICV# 

chofen people^ who^ on feme account or 
otbeo h^d merited this extraordinary di£- 
tin&ion^ 

Self-]ove feeois to hav^ fuggefted this 
idea to th? antietit and modern Jews ; and 
many oth^rs^ I dp^bt> are ready enough to 
fuppoie wiih tbem, that prophecy, under 
the Mofaiq difpenfa^ionf h^d no ptber rjC9- 
fonal^le uie, or ^n^» 

3* L^ftly, there are thofe who ered their 
thoughts to opblef contpmplations^ and cots* 
cIi;Kle thft thi$ iiitercourf^ between heaven 
and earth cap only b^ carried on with the 
fubljimc view pf preferving an awful fenfe 
of providenqe |n an iqipiops an4 carelef^ 
world. 

J Vanity, or fuperftition, niay they fay, has 
fuggefted to particular men, or to focieties 
of men, that their perfonal or civil concerns 
are of moment enough to be the fubjefb 9f 
divine prophecies, vouchfafed merely fpr 
their pwn proper relief or fatisfaftion. Byt 
^npthing le^ than the maintenance of Gq4's 
fupreme audiority over his v^ox^ creation 

could 



Patfe Ideas 6f PROtttEtfir. f^ 

tould be ah objeft worthy of his inter-* 
Jiofing in the affairs of men, in fo remark- 
able a manner* To keep alive in their 
minds a preraiUng fenie of their dependance 
tipon him^ is, then^^the* ultimate end of 
prophecy : and what more fuitable (will 
ihey perhaps add, when warmed with this 
moral enthufiafm,) to the bed ideas we 
can form of divirie wifdbm^ than that this 
celeftial light Ibould be afforded to fucb 
ages or nadons as are mod, in want of that 
great and falutary principle ? 

There is reafon to believe^ that many 
of the antient fpeculatifts reafoned thus on ' 
the fubje& of divination. For, as they 
argqed frcm the exiftence of their gods^ to . 
the nec^ity of divination ; fb, again ^ they 
turned the argument the other v(ray, and 
from the reality of divination^ inferred the 
exiftence and providence of their gods \d\. 
In drawing the former conclufion, they 
ihewed themfelves to be in the fyftem of 
thofe who maintain, that the end of pro* « 

£^] Si diviz^tio^fit, dii funu 

phecy 



i^^e Ideas of l^iioi^kKi^i 

phecy is ibe inftruSiPH of mm in Hmr chii 
tr perfonal eofuerns : when they ditw die 
iatterj they feenied to efpotife the more: 
enlarged fentiitiehts of fuch as iqake the 
end of prophecy to be. The inftruiKim of 
men in the general coricerns 'ofteligfpn. 

I omit other infiancesi that might ht 
given 5 and concern myfelf no fufthef with 
thefc, than jiift to obfetve from thefhr 
That the foundation of all fuch fyftems is 
iaid in tfec prejudices of their refpeaiviT 
patrotls 5 conjefttiring rather what i(/Sf 
might be made of this facolty, and to 
Ivhat purpofc men, according to their dif* 
fereqt views ot capacities, ^ould probably 
apply it j" than regarding' it, with dtie re- 
verence, as direfted by the fpirit of Godi 
For then they would fee, that iio£ one 
of ^thpfe ends, nor auy other of human 
cpnje£tul'e, could be fiifely relied upon^ 
w being that .of •pro|)bctic bl^iratipi^. Not 
tj^at fU ;Xhcfc ends need, be ..rejeflied a^ 
maiiifeftly unworthy of the divine inten- 
tion i perhaps, each of them, in a certain 
• ' * ftnfe^ 



ktxkj and with feme pr^^r Ihiiication^ 
might without Itnpkty, be conceived to 
enter into it« But neither could it b^ 
prefutMd, if none of thofe ends could hav^ 
been pointed oiit, - thai> therefore there 
i^is no reafonablc eftd of dif in* prophecy 5 
hOr eould it with modefty be affirmed 
that the nobteft of thefe ends was certainly 
tiiat, which the wlfdom of God*propofcd 
chiefly ind untirhately to actothpUfli by 
rt, tmkf^ the inform^ion had been giveft 
l^y himfdfi . ' ' 

HI. But tWs folly of cotnmcntkig prt 
tjjiephecy by the falfe fi^ts of thcimagf- 
cftitfion.is Aever more '^onipkiwti*?, tliatii 
^hcfft the bispET^SATibW of this^^ft^ i 
'ftieiih *t4ie' f^de of ixji 46nv^Ance^ comes tb 
4tSerd)fe the curiofity of prtfonppttious men* 

*« If it be true, w JW fbmt &y, that the So- 

f^eme Biting hath at any time condcfcended 

-vo lOfiUghten iMfakn igmMrance by a dif- 

'«ov^fy ^ futtare evfc««s, th^fe divine n*- 

ikes;, .whattfver the ^n4 or fubjeS of -them 

^» might 



t^ FtAft ideas d/pt^yPHibrk 

might be, muft have been ^ven in teioA 
{o precifei and fo clearly prcdiftive of die 
events to which they are applied9 that no 
4oubt could remain either about the inters 
pretation or completion of them* 

On. the contrary, thele pretended pro* 
phecies are exprefled fo ambiguoufly or 
obfcurely, are fo involved in metaphor and 
darkened by hieroglyphics, that no clear 
and certain fenfe can be affixed to diem, 
and the fagacity of a fecond prophet &tms 
wanting to explain the meaniiig of the 
firft. 

Then, again, when we come io verify 
thefe pr^jdions by the light of hiftery, 
the correipiqndence iA fo (light many times^ 
and fo indieterminase, that none but an 
eafy faith can afliirc itfelf, that they have; 
in a proper fenfe, been fulfilled* At the 
leaft, tt^re is always room for fome degree 
of fulpenfe and hefitation : either the ac- 
compliflmient fails in fome particulars, or 
other events might be pointed out, to 
whict} the prophecy equally correfponds : 

fa 



F4lfe Ideai of Prophecy; if 

la that the refult is, a want of that entire 
&nd perfect convi6:iofn, which prophecy, no 
doubt, wa^ iiitended to give^ and, when ful- 
filled, muft fupply [>]. 
- Indeed; ebntlnue tfiefe inqiiircrs, if our 
|>rophecies had been derived from no higher 
an original, than that of Pagan oracles, we 
ifaight well ehoiigh have fiippofed them to 
be of ihis ftam^J. When men had nothing 
to tnift td; in their predidions, but their 
tiwn ingenuityi they did iiirell to deal in 
equivocal or enigniatic exprdffion, and 
Alight leave it to chance, or to thfc paffions 
of their votaries, to find an application for 
their random eonjedufed. But when the 

■ • •• - 

•• * * 

. ^ le} Thefe pbjed^ions were long fiace urged by Celfus, 
. who'fpeaks oifthe Jewifli and Chriflian oracks, as\^- 
haticaly uncertain^ andohfcure^ 1. vii. p. 2^8*'^»ywr»9 

t^ tiu^h ^Muloy &a'»^ y^Vld TO fAn^iit^ as afpUcahk t9 
Qthtr ful^eHs hefides thofe to tiiihich they viere rtfurred "^ 

-fitAKfij l^«5f*o(ii» t^^fidbcrL 1. i. p. 39, — nay, as much 
090rr i^icaile to, inhers^ tkan to Jefus^^iM^kci^ ob^>Mq 

*^lnju* 1. ii. p« 7$. 

Vou L C prophet 
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pi^fC % wbal be aOufn^^tabf^ ad iitf 
icrpreter of h/?ay?m J^ may fure^y a%4 ^^r 
fpeak plaiol^s' a^d (9 ^l^ver ^oth^^g ttf 
Ds but what ihall appear^ wii^ the ^1^^ , 
?vi^nc<^ to W ^e<?p?eii^ ii^ the 

The myi(^]Di| eomparkofi^ Here m^de^ 
l;^twee9 Scriptmal propheci^ a^ ?s^9 
^racles^ will be confi^sufed m its p]^^. T<^ 
fhe general pcbcipfc, alfi?pie4 ^» th^ie.ipr 
(|uirers^ STi^^/ i^Vii^ 'pr0$be^ mtfi h ^^ 
vered whb th Utmofi ekarnefs, afd perffi^ 
mty^ dnd fulfiUed with irri/iftikU f^iden^^ 
it may be fuH^cient to t;eply, 33 be&oe^ 
That,tHou^ thefe iiiqjiiiirer,s ufethe wcmt^S^ 
divine prophecy, they manifcftly argtic on 
the f\]ppoikion of its human origbia>, or 
at lead application. In this latter qafe, in*^ 
deed, it is likely enough t^c ^e propbctf 
for his own eredit, or for what he mighe 
fancy to be the fole end of prophecy^ 
might chufe^ if he were entrafte^ m^ 
the knowledge of future events, to pi^ 
di£i: tfaeia with all poffible clearnefs^ anc) 

iii 



HI ftich fort that obftin^y kfelf muft fee 
ihd admit tbe tompletion of them: but 
theiii OR the former fuppoHdon^ ikit thd 
^of>hel wai only the mmifler and iBftro^ 
tnent of the divine counfels^ m the high 
bffice coRunitt^d to himy they will do well 
\xy aofw^^ it their leifuie^ the foHowing 
i^ueftion^ 

** How do they' know in what rnan- 
n^, and with what circbmftanceis^y ic was 
fit f<t>r dilviiie wifidotQ to difpenfe a know- 
ledge; of fetiirity to mankind? How cat> 
thfey previoufly determine the degree of 
evidence with which a predidion muft be 
dther given or i\3}filled ? What aflurance 
have they^ that no ieafonable ends could 
be fcrved by projphecies, expreflfed with 
fome obiburity, and accomplifixed in a 
fcnfe much below what may fcem neccflary 
to unavoidable convidiqg ? Can thej eveh 
pretend^ on any clear principles of reafon^ 
that very important ends, perhaps the 
moft important^ may not be anfwered by 
that mode of conveyance; which appears 

C 2 to 
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to them (a exceptionable ? Caii they, in a 
word, determine before-hand, I do not 
fey with certainty, but with any colour of 
probability; what mu^ be the character 
of divine prophecy, when thcy^know not 
the reafon, moil undoubtedly not all the 
reafons, why it is given, and have even no 
right to cfemand, that it Ihoiild be given 
at aH ?" 

Till thcfc, and other qucftions of The 
like fort, be pertinently ahfwered, it muft 
be in vain to ceiifurc the ways of provi- 
dence, as not correfponding, to our imper- 
feft and Ihort-fighted views. 

So much for that capital prejjudtce talJto 
from the fuppofed obfcurlty of the fcrip^ 
tural prophecies. Of /mailer fcruples and 
difficulties on this head, there is no end. 

Men may aflc, for inftance, why the in- 
ftruments employed in conveying thefe 
celeftial notices to mankind^ are frequent- 
ly fo mean and inconSderable ? The fub- 
jcft of a predidion' is the downfall of fomc 
mighty ftate, or the fortune of its govcr* 

nours* 



Hours, WBy then is thii itnportant rei«- 
latioa intfutted to an obfaire prieft, or 
fordid peafant, in preference to the great 
perfons, more immediately concerned in 

«[/]? 

Again; foine momentous events have 
been fignified in dreams: why not to 
perfons awake, and in the full pofliflion of 
ilieir beft faculties [^] ? 

And then, of thofe dreams^ why are 
they fometimes -fcnt to one nian, and the 
interpretation of them re&rved for an- 
other [*] ? . 

Why — But I have done with thefe fri- 
volous interrogatories I which, though preff- 

if] Utrum tandem, p^ 4eos aique homines, magia 
verfiimile eft, vefanum remigem^ aut aliqueai noftrum, 
qui rlii turn eraraas, me^Xatpnem^ Farronm^ Coponinm 
ipfum, concilia dcorum immortalium peripiccit; pp- 
tuifle ? Cic. Di^u. 1. ii. c 5^. 

\g\ Illud etiam requiro, cur, fi deus ifta vifa nobis ' 
providendi caufa dat, non vigilantlhus potius dat quam 
dormientilus ? 1. ii. c. 6r. 

\h'\ Jam vcro quid opus efl circuitlone et Of^aOu^ ut 
fit utendum interprefibus foniniorum, potJag ouam 
dire^of Ibid. » r- . ^ 

^3 • «d . 
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M wi|b nU the advant^gfc of Cicero's rh€h 
toric, have x^ly no fodrce agaiialt P/^tf«f ' ! 

Mvindihn\ and therefore ifurelf hcmc^ 4. ^ i 
againft Si:ripural pn^pbicy \ \ naeap, in t^ ^ 
opinion of thofe who refped: it leaft. 

In txv^f they who put thefe queftions 

(arguingy as they muft do, on the fup^o^ • 

fition that prof^ecy is divinely inipired) 

cannot excufe their prefumption, even to 

theoafelves : and thiey, to whom fucli quef- '^i * 

tjpiis are propofed, will not, if they be 

wife, fo nmch as attempt to refoive them. 

For they have the nature of arguments ; 

addrefled not only to the ignorance, as we a 

lay, of tlie ^^utanC but to an ignorance ' n 

clearly invindbk by all the powers of hu- j 

man r^afoh, ' Now to j^rguments of this i 

fort—/ hum »^/p}— is the anfwer of j 

jgood &nl^9 as weir as of modedy, and, to 1 

la juft redbner, more fatisfa6tory by far, ' \ 

than iany folution whatever of the difficulty 

jpropoled \Jf\. 

[/j 0v»to»a^««^ oTf y»j fAij ^§w«, ^»y«» ^»X«f ^ *^' 

Soph. Oedip-Tyraa. vcr, 577. 
[k] Quod eft enim crimims genu$^ aut rei effe ali* 

J^Ol 
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Kbt that rcafoh is to he whollj^ filenccd 
^on .the afgiimer^: of praphfecy : For then 
icvery (jpecies of impoftire woifld be ready 

itf -^4 ito flow in upon us. The i^, We Should 

:' make both of .that , factdty* and .of thefe 

' 4^ preliminary csohfiderations on ihc juhjeff^ 

L jthe end^ and the difpenfatum of prophecy 

[ is, briefly, thi$, To inquiry, Whether, /^w 

^ prophecies have been eiyen— in what 

■^ . ^. ^enfe they are jjeafonably to be interpreted 

\ ' —and how far, and whether in any pro* 

^ M per fen&^ they hai^ boen fulfilled : to exa^ 

1^ ^ painc them, in a word, by "&cir own claims^ 

^ '. and on the fbotiag joi their lown pr&- 

^ ' lenfions^ that is, to argue on the fup«* 

r* ^, pofition that they may be divine, till th^ 

•r % > fan be evidently (hewn to be othcrwifc 

\ This is clearly to a6t fuitably to our 

[ , i©wn faculties j to keep withia the fphere 

; cujus ignarum, aut ipfum, quod nefcUis, fincialiquaproi^ 

^ fiteri diffitnuladone nefcii^ ? aut mt^pr mii^s videtur ir* 

i ^ ri£one dfe digni^n^us vobis, qui £bi fciiendssim nultam 

[•„ cencbrofe rei ^icujiis aflumit, an ilk, qui retur fc ex f^ 

^ apertiifime fcire id, qupd humai^am tranfilij^t OQtiopeilif 

.ft (^uod fit c$cii Obfturitatibus involutum i 

r C4 rf 
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of our duty ; and to reap the proper bcr 
nefit, whatever it be, of a fober inquiry 
into the authority, and charafter, and 
accomplifhment of the prophetic fcrip- 
tures. 
^ All the reft is idle cavil, and mifera- 

• ' » , r • ' 

ble prefumption ; equally repugnan^ to 
the cleareft diflates of right reafon, and 
to that refpeft which every ferious man 
will think due to the fubjeit, and to hlmr. 

fcif: '■' 
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S E R M P N U, 

The true Idea of Prophecy,' 

Rev. xix, lo, 

fie . Ufiimmf of Jefus is ^e S^rU cf 

Prophecy. 

IT is veiy clear in what manner com« 
mon fenfe inftrufbs us to profecute all 
inquiries inta the divine condu£i:« Wife 
men cattefly from what they fee done in 
the fyftem of nature, fo far as they are 
able to colle£t it, the intention of its 
author. They will conjjfude, in like man« 
ner, from what they find delivered Mn the 
fyftem of revelation^ what the views and 
purpofes <rf the revealer were. 

Prophecy, which makesi fo confiderablo 
a part of that iyilem, muft, therefore, be 
\Vi own interpreter* My meaning is, that, 

^ ^ fitting 
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fetting afidci^ll prefumpwaus imagination^ 
of our Qwn, we are tp ,talge our ideas c£ 
yf\x2X prGft)hecy JhimU be, from ^at, i^ 
faft, we find it to have been* If it be true 
(as the Ap<^le fays, and as the thing itfctf 
4peaks) that }be things jof God knoweth n$ 
man hut the ffirit of G<?^[/], there cannot 
poffibly be any way of atquifing right n»- 
tK)n5 t>f pr<5i|>hety, tttt by i^teflding t^ 
what the fpirit of pfopbecy hath revealed 
of itfelf. They, who admit the divine 
oHgihat df fhofe fcriptares, which atte| 
tkit Ideality, aod Alotte, im dtey ftip^ofe, con- 
tain the ittc^t^^ df fills txtxmr^xtmy dif- 
|)6nfati^, ixe, mor$ dhaa irt>furd^ ane m^ 
)^b\}»» if ri»ey ^Jefitt th^ principk. An^ 
fhey^ wha rgmft or contfbv^ri their cMiti 
|o facb orighudv cannot, or an/ dther pHf}i-». 
oplev^ i^gtie pbrtinently agaiufi: jtfaal (^if 
l^i^atkiii. 

In Ihort, befevers^ ated unbdidvcr^i whc? 
dier tfte^ wocdd fiipport; dr overtilrBi the 

i^em of ptopheny, m^ be d^ually gP? 

»■>■•■._ 

[/] I Con ii. I u 
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fpttitA by jthc rfcprcjfcj^ation given of it in 
JTcripturc* The fonmr muft not prefiime. 
Oft any other grounds, to altjbrt thfe wifdpm 
and fitnefe of th;|C fyftwi : ^njd the latter 
will then take a reafonable tnpthqA of di^ 
crediting, i( by ftich nijeans they can dif- 
CKdlty the pret«nfions of it. For, as to 
vindicate prophecy on any principles but 
Jts own, can do it no honour ; lo, to pppofe 
it on any other, can neither prejudice the 
€aufe itfelf, nor ferre any reafonable end of 
pie oppofer. 

To fcripturc then we muft go for all 
fhe information we wotild hare toncem- 
pag the ufi and intent of prophecy : and 
the text, V(> look no farther, will dearly re- 
real this great fccret to us. 

But, before we proceed to reafon from 
the text, in which, as it is pretended,, this 
difcovery is made, it will be ncceflary to 
explain its true, meaning. 

St. John, iifr this chapter of the Revela- 
tions, from which the text is taken, had 

t m * ^ ftl 

been (hewn the downfall of Babylon, an4 
4 the 






iS The true Upa of Pkophb.ct* 

the <:0Dfequent exaltation of the church, 
in its clofeft union with Cbfift, prefigured 
Under the Jewifli idea of a marriage. To 
fo delightful a vifion, the Angel, in whofe 
prefcnce, and by whofe niiniftry, this.lteae 
of g)ory had been difclofed, jTubjoins^this 
triumphant admonition— ^ri/^, fays he; 
Blejfed are they which are called to the mat^ 
riage of the Lamb. Tbefe are the true fay ^ 
ings of God. 

The Apoftlp, ftrpdc with this emphat^ 
addrefs, and contemplating with gratefijl 
admiration fo joyful a ftate of things, and 
the divinity of that fore-fight by which }t 
was predicted, /^//j down at the angers feet 
to worfhip him. But he f aid tmto me, See^ 
tbott do it not ; / am thy fellow-fervanf^ 
and of thy brethren thai have the tejiimeny 
of Jefus: worfhip God-, for the teftimony 
of Jefus is the fpirit of prophecy. 

The fcnfe is plainly this : Diredt thy 
acknowledgment for this important difco- 
very, and that religious adoration, which 
it infpires, to God only who revealed if, 

an4 
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and not to «^, who am but thy fellow- 
fcrvant in this office of bearing teftinnony 
to Jefus: I faid in bearing iejlimony to 
J ejus i for know, that the fprit of prophecy^ 
with which I am endowed, and by which 
I am enabled to foretell th^fe great things, 
is but, in other words, the tefiimony of 
Jefus\ it has no other ufe or end, but to 
do honour to him ; the prophet, whether 
he be angel or man, is only the miniftcr 
of God to bear witnefs to his Son 5 and 
his commiffion is ultimately direfted to this 
one purpofe of manifefting the glories of 
his kingdom. In difcharging this pro- 
phetic office, which thou admircft fo much, 
I am then but the witnefs of Jefus, and 
To to be confidered by thee in ho other 
light than that of thy feUow-fervant. 

It is evident from the expreffion, that 
the text was intended to give fome fpetial 
inftruftion to the Apoftle, whofe . mif- 
guided worfhip afibrded the occafion of 
it. For, if the defign had merely been 
to enforce the general conclufion — wnrfhip 



g(x TU tm idea (if Pto^pttEcVi 

Cod-^t\kt pcemi&s need oiily have bceti 
*— / am the fervant tfGdd, as weU as thorn 
i^-for from, thefe premifes it bid £bllowed| 
that therefore God, dnd not the Angdy- 
was to be worfiiiped. Bjut the premi&s 
are^ not limply, / ain thy. felltmb-fir^vanti 
but / am the feUoW'fisrvanl of thofe. wha 
have the teJUmot^ of Jefusi which claufe 
indeed infers the fame conclufion, as tht^' 
former ^ but, as not being neoelTary to in-^ 
fer it (for the conckfion had been juffi 
s^nd complete without it) was clearly added 
to convey a precife idea of prophecy itr 
fcif, as being wholly fubfervicnt to Chrift^ 
and having no other ufe or deftination^ 
under its various forms and in all the di^ 
yeFfitie$ of its, adoHoiftration^ hut to bear, 
teftimony to him. Therefore the Angel 
£iys emphadodly^ in explanation of thai 
letter cJaufe, — For the teftimony of Jefus 
is the fpirit of p'opbecy-^oxy as the; fea- 
sance, in our tranflation, ibould have run^ 
the order of its parts being inverted, Ft^ 
the fpirit offrofbecy is the tejtimony of Jefus* 

' It 
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^ ^ tt^. not i;^c( jretpacSkd that na flporc 
Was. mefpt ]^..t;bfe. te^t, thaa ^bat; /i^^ par^ 
ticular prophecy, here delivered, was in 
atteftaeioci ^ Jefos: for thie^ k would 
h^ye, be^n exprdJed with that litnitvipn; 
The fi^nns, oa the other h^d,. are; a^b^ 
lute ^^mi^viSk'^'—ibiffirU of prophet^ 
whence wc cannot but conclude that pro-« 
;^hecy, in general^ is the fubjedt of the 
prppofitipn* 

We have herc^ then,, a remarkable piece 
of intelligence conveyed to us (incidcn- 
tajly indeed conveyed, but not therefor^ 
the teis^ remarkable) concerning the nait- 
wn& ami genius of prophecy. The text 
is properly a key put into our hai>ds^ to 
open to us the myftertes of that dilpeiik 
iation y which had in view ultiffiately the 
perfofi of Chrift and the various revolur 
lions of his kingdom ^^ The fpirit ofpro^ 
phety is^ univerfaUy, the teJUtHcny $f 
Jefus\m]. 

[m\ Ma^lv^f* t3 ^i^^-^tJia iejlimony of^ or concerning 
y efus^non*^ the tijtimorf^ given ^Jef us* 

The 



ga fhe true Idea 0/ Prophecy; 

The cxpreflion, as I have fhewn, ii td 
precife as to leave no reafonable doubt df 

Tbc^&r^itfr appe«n to be the fenfe, for dip foUowii^ 

reafons* 

* 1. The point aflertec)/ is, ** That the' Angel, who 
had delivered this iUoftribus prdphfccy, was tbefiHotir* 
firvant tfjohn^ and not of Jc^n only, but tf tbojk «i& 
tm)e the tejtimony tfjefusr The proof is— ^ tbeJ^rU 
^ ffofbtty is the teftimony of Jefm^^i, e. the end of 
prophecy is to bear teflimonyy or, to do honour, to 
Jefus ; therefore, I, fays the Angel, who am endowed 
with this prophetic fpirit, am but employed, as thoU 
art : who, in thy character of ApofUe or Evangdift^ 
had received the fame general commii£on, namely, to 
bear teftimony, or to do honour, to Jefus. See.^i ±» 
42. We are, xhtttioxt^filUw-fervoftts^ or joint laboureifs. 
in the fame cauie. All this is clear and wett-reafoned. 
But, now, take the words — the teftimony ofj^us'-^vk 
the fenfe of — the tefiimotvy ^vin hy Jefus^^^xA how 
does the Angelas having the fpirit effrophe^^ prove hiiii 
10 be afeUo^ixyfervmU of John f for the reafbn affigned 
will then fland thus — for the fpirit ofpropbe/^ is the. 
ufiimowy *i}ihich Jefus gives tfhimfelf The inference i^, 
that the Angel was a true prophet. Again : how is the 
Angd proved, in this way, to be the fiUe^femfant rf 
thofe who have the tefiimony of Jefusf Why, thus \ the 
Angel had the fpirit of prophecy, and prophecy was tfie 
gift pf Chrift ; therefore he was the feUow-fenrant of 
thofe, who had the fame gift, i. e, who were prophets. 
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its meaning. Yet it may further fcrvc to 
juftify this interpretation, if wc rcfleft, how 

Without doubt. Bdt why fi> flrange a way of fnroving 
fo plsun a point? It had been enough to fay«-/<»« 4r 
prophet^ as others are. Still, what was this to St. John ? 
Who^ in this place, is not fuMbing the character of 9 
ptophet; for the wotlhip he was incUned to pay the 
Angel was on account of the Angel's being, what him* 
felf was hot) tf/r^^/i 

Turn it which way you will, the reafbning is fri« 
Voloiis, or inconfequent* I conclude therefore, that not 
this^ but the other interpretation gives the true fenfe 
ef^^the teftinun^of Jefus^ 

i.' To fpeak oi prophecy under the idea of <s t^imony 
tOy or concermng Jefus^ is conforming to the true icrip* 
tural idea of that ^ft, Thu» we are told that -^to kim 
[i. e* to Jefus] give dl the prophets witfie/S'-^Tir^ vciAtg 
^^opvrai ^M^v^dff%u -Msx^ 43. Frophecy^ therefore^ 
being the thing here fpoken of, is rightly called the 
teftimony, or witnefs to, or concerning JdTus. 

3* Xiailly, the; confiru^on is fully juftifled, i. by 
obferving, that the genitive cafe [as hsxt 'Bio-i/] is fre« 
quently ufed in fcripture, not adlively, but paffively» 
Sec a variety of inlbnces in Rfcde, p. 626, where he 
explains hi»9Mi>Xa% ^fbo»{tff : And 9. by referring the 
reader to ^he fojtowiag paiTage of St. Paul, vihsxt the 
▼ery exprelfion of the text is fo ufed — ^q 1$ tsmtrx^yO^^ 
t9 f4Mfy^09 tS Kv^U v/Afy— clearly, he not teamed <f 
hearing tefiimony to our Lord^ 2 Tim, i. 8,— and to 

VoL.L D €xa(5lly 
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^ssadly k agrees wkh all thgt the JewifB 
proph^s were underftood to intend^ and 
what Jefus himfelf and his apoftks^ afiert 
was intended, by their predidions. 

It were eodle^ to enumerate aK the pro-^ 
phecies of the Okl Teftament, which have 
been fuppofed to point at Jdw: and the 

Rev. i. 9. where the Apoflle cells us, he was m the ifle 
of Patmos-^J^ rlf KSyn ^ 9Wf 9^ Mk nnnt [Mtf^^iaw 
^X4<r« X^rrS— -*Mr accowtt ^ bis havings been faithfid in 
fr caching the nmord of Guid^ and in tearing ie/limowjf ta 
Jefiis Chri^-^Biid ftill more plainly^ if pofitblei aod in- 
dubitably, by referring him to Rev* xii, 17. where, . 
ipeaktfig of the Dragon, he fscys, he went in wrath to 
make war on thofe, whiei^ keep the eammandmints efQod^ 
and have the tefiitnon;^ of Jefus Chrift'^-^'rSt m^UUiv rmt. 
IvlaXaq rU eiis 9^ bc»'W t9» fJM^ptmf rS 'ln^v Xf »r3 : Sot 
thefe ob]e6h of the Di^^n's fury are properly, tae- 
wiTNBSs'BSy thofe faiihM ferranfts of truth, who fuf* 
' fered for the coutageoui and perfeveving teftbnoi^^ they 
gj^ve, in eril timesy to Jefus Chrifty and to hii pure re- 
ligion. ~ 

On the whole, there cannot be the leftft doubt of 
the interpretatioa, here gtren of this &mous text^ The 
exprej/iok fairly admits this inteipretalion ; and (what 
the true critic will regard moft) the/i^ of the place, 
or pertinence of the reafcmiiig, addrelfed to St. John, 
admits no other* 

cmtro* 
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JDontroverfy concemtng the application of 
/^^ prophecies to him may be thought dif^ 
ficult. But it is very certain that the Jews, 
before the coming of Chrift, gave this con- 
Itru&iod to their fcriptures: they even 
looked beyond the letter of their facred 
books, and conceived the teJHmowf of the 
MeiTiah to be the foul and end of the com* 
inandment* ^bifpirit of.fropbe^ was ib 
firmly believed to intend that teftimonj^ that 
the expeAation was general of fome fucb 
perfon, as Jefus^ to appear among them^ 
.and at the very time in which fat made 
his appearance* This^ I fay^ is an un- 
doubted faSy what account foe ver may be 
«given of it 9 and fo far evinces that the 
frindpky delivered in the text, correiponds 
entirely to the idea which the fathers enter- 
tained of the prophedc fpirit. 

NeiCt, Jefus himfelf appeals to the fpirk 

.of frifphecyy as bearing wicaefs to his per- 

fonand difpenfadon. Search the Serif tures^ 

,fays he to the Jews, for in tbemje tbinkye 

have eternal tife^ and they are they which 

D 2 tejiify 
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tefiify of ME \fi\. Tv^o tilings ire otfcrvable 
in thcfe words, i. If the Jews thought, 
they had eternal life in their fcripture^^ 
they muft needs have underftood them in 
a fpi ritual fenfej for the letter of thent 
taught no fuch thing : * and 1 know not 
what ^/i?^ f|!>irittial fenfe, thirt fiiould lead 
them to the expcdation of etetnal l^e^ they 
could put on theil* fcriptures, but that p)t)^ 
phetic, or typical fenfe, which reipedled 
the Meffiah. 2. Jefus here exprefsly aflerts, 
that their fcriptures teftrfied of him. How 
generally they did fo, he exphined ac large 
in that remarkable converfation with two 
of his difciples, after his refurreflion, whert, 
beginning at Mofei and all the prophets^ he 
expounded unto thetn in all the fcriptures 
the things concerning himfelf [^]. 

The Apofiles of jefus are freqojent and 
large in the fame appeal to the fpirit of 
prophecy, ^hofe things^ fays St. Peter to 
the Jews, which God had fhevoed by tie 
mouth of ALL his prophets^ that ChriftfboM 

[«] Joiuxv. 39* \o\ LukQjn&m 27. 
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fufer^ he hath fo fullfilled\f^. And, again, 

-after quoting the 'authority of Mofcs, TVij, 

and ALL the propbeis from Samuel^ andtbofe 

that follow after ^ as many as have fpoken^ 

have Ukewtff fgretold x)f thefe days [y]. 

St. Pajjl feemsgto have compofed Ibme 

jent^'e epiftles [r], with the view of (hewing 
that Chrift was prefigured in the Law itfelf, 
and that He was, in truth, thp fubftance 
of the whole Jewi/h dUppnfatJoin/ So 
tjboroughly, according %q hitn, did the 

Jpirit of prophecy pervade that fyftem, arid 
fo clearly did it t)ear teftimony to Jcfus ! 
Whence, in his apology before Agrip- 
pa, we find him aflerting of the whole 
Chriftian dodrine, that he faid none other 
fhings'than thofe which fhf pfofhets fijfd 
, ^ofes did fay Jhould cpme [f'^f 

[f] Aas ill. is. 

[q] A£b ill. 34. See alfa AAs x. 43. x Pet. i. lo. 

[r] See eipecially the Epiftles to the Hehevas^ and 
Qalatians, 

[i] Atfts xzvL 22. See farther, A£b z^viii, ^3« 
Jlom, ill. 31. Eph. ii. 19, &c« 

D 3 More 
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More citations cannot be neceflary on fo 
plain a point* And I bring tbeie to (hew, 
not the truth of the principle itfelf (whicH 
is not now under comfideration) but the 
certainty of t|ie interpretation^ here ^ven 
to the text For I mike it fay no more 
(though it fays it indeed more precifely) 
than the fcriptpres themfelves were under^- 
flood by the Jews to' fay, and are rcpre- 
fented by Jefus and his Apoftles, as ailur- 
ally faying, when I affirm its fcnfe to^be, 
«* That the fcope and end of prophecy was 
the teftimony of Jefus/' 

On' this principle, then, we are to regu- 
late all our reafonlngs on the fubjeft of 
prophecy. They who maintain, and they 
who would confute, its pretentions, muft 
equally go on this fuppofition^ If the 
fyftem of prophecy can be juftified, or (o 
far as it can be juftified, on thefe grounds, 
the defence miift be thought folld and fatif^ 
faaQi7; becaufe thofe grounds are not 
arbitrarily affumed, byt are fuch as that 

fyftem itfelf acknowledges* On the con- 

'-'"■' " tfary. 
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frary^ whatever advantage may be fairly^ 
lakcn of l:hofe grounds to difcnedh pro«* 
|)hecy» mull needs he allowed, for the iame 
feaibo. 

Agaia : On tfec believer's fchemci that 
prophecy |s of divine infpiration^ there can 
be no prefumption in arguing from the 
grounds^ here fijppofed^ in favow of pro« 
phepy. Becaufo, though afil conclufions 
jfrom 9 principle of human invention, tswA 
be hazard(»3S and ra(h, yet from a prind- 
pl<e of divine authority^ many fober and 
jull inferences may be drawn* For it \% 
l»e thing, to difcov^r a principle^ and 
snother^ to argue jufUy and cogently frooi 

It 

On the other hand, the unbeliever, 

who regards the whole fyftem of prophecy 

j|s of human invention, mud yet b$ at- 

Ipwed to grgpe pertinefitly from the fame 

i grounds, becayfe they are the proper 

grounds of that fyftem: his arguments 

may be rightly formed, though the princi^ 

pie, from which he argues, appear to 

P 4 hin» 
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him of no authority. The rules of lo^ 
m\\ indeed oblige him to . argue on that 
principle ; for, other wife, he combats, not 
his adverfary's pofition, but a phantom of 
his own raifing. 

Having premifed thus much concern- 
ing the right interpretation of the text, 
and the important relation it bears to thf 
prefent fubjeA, I ihould now proceed 
to inquire what conclulions naturally and 
fairly refult from it. For fipm this a(: 
fumption, that Jefus is the end of prj^pbecy^ 
it will, I think, follow very evidently, 
that the greater part of thofe obje£lions 
iDvhich make fo much noife, and ar^ fo con* 
fidently urged, on the fubjeA of prophecy^ 
have no force at all in them. 

Sut, before we enter on that tafk, it 
may be ufeful to confider more particu- 
larly what the assumed PRiNcifLE itfelf 
is, and to paufe a while in contemplatioi) 
of this idea* 

The text, as here interpreted, and in 
ful) confonance with the tenor of the f^- 

crcd 
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crcd writings, implies this fa£t — that Prc^ 
fbecy in general (that is, all the prophe- 
cies of the Old and New Teftament) hath 
its ultimate accompliljiment in the hiftory 
and difpenfation of Jefus. ' 

But now, if we look into thofe wrLs- 
tiiigs, we find, i* That prophecy is of a 
prodigious extent ; that i( commenced frooa. 
the fall of man, and reaches to the con* 
fummation of all diings : that, for many 
ages, it was deliverec) darkly, to few per* 
ions, and ^ith large intervals from the date 
pf one prophecy to that of another; but, 
iat length, became more clear, more fre- 
quent, and was uniformly carried on in 
the line pf one people, feparated from the 
irfl: of the world, among other reafons af« 
figned, for this principally, to be the re- 
pofitory of the divine oracles : that, with 
fome intermiflion, the fpirit of prophecy 
£(ibfifted among that people, to the coming 
of Chrift : that He ^imfelf and his Ape- 
ries exercifed this power in the moft con- 
ipicuous manner-, and- left behind them 

many 
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many prediftions^ recorded in the book* 
lof tte New Teftamcnt, which prpfefs to 
p:efped: very diftant eyeQts^ and even run 
out to the icqd of time, or^ in St. John's 
cxpreflion^ to that period, ^bm tjk myfiery 
cf Godjhall he ferfeSled [/I, 

2. Further, befides the extent of thi$ 
prophetic fcheme, the dignity of the Perr 
fan^ whom it concerns, deferves our confi* 
deration. He is dcfcribed in terms, which 
excite the mod auguft and magnificent 
ideas* He is fpoken of, indeed, fometime$ 
as being the feed cf fke wanum^ and as tht 
fin of man ; yet fo as being at the fame 
time of more than mortal extra(^ion. He 
is even rcprefented to us, as being fuperior 
to men and angels ; as far above all prin- 
cipality and power, above all that is ac? 
counted great, whether in heaven or in 
earth; as the word and wifdom of God^ 
as the eternal Son of the Father; as the 
heir of all things, by whom he made this 

[/] Rey.x. 7. 
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worlds ; s^s the brightnefs of his glory^ and 
the exprefs image of his pprfon. 

Wc have no word$ to denotp greater 
ideas^ thfiD thefe : the mind of man cannot 
elevate itfe|f to pobler cpnceptions. Of 
fuch tranfcendent worth and excellence is 
that Jefus faid to bfs, to whom all the 
prophets bear witnefe I 
\ 3. Laftly, the declafed purpofe^ for which 
the Meffiah, prefigured by fo long a traip 
pf prophecy, came into the world, cor- 
refponds to all the reft of the reprefcnta- 
f ion. It was not to deliver - an opprefled 
nation from civil tyranny, or to ercdt a 
great civil empire, that is, to atchieve one 
of thofe z&Sy which hiftory accounts moft 
heroic. No : it was not a mighty ftate, a 
yiSor people — 
** Non res Rcmana perituraque regna — *• 

that was worthy to enter into the con- 
templation of this divine perfon; It was 
another and far fublimer purpofe, which 
J|^E came to accomplifli; a purpofe, in 
comparifon of which, all our policies are 

• poor 
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poor and little, and all' the performances 
of man as nothing. It was to deliver ft 
world from ruin ; to abolifli fm and ileath \ 
to purify and immortalize human n^ura.; 
and thus, in the moft exalted fenfe of tH^ 
ivords, to be the Saviour pf all men^ ap4 
the blelling of all nations. 

There is no exaggeration in this accounp. 
I deliver the undoubted fen^^ if pot always 
the very words of fcripture* 

Confider then to what this reprefenta** 
tion amounts. Let us unite the feveriil 
parts of it, and bring them to a point. A 
fpirit of prc^hecy pervading all time«^cha- 
ra£ierizing one perfon, of the higheft dig- 
nity — and proclaiming thp accomplilh- 
ment of one purpofe, the mod beoeficent, 
the mod divine^ that imagination itfelf can 
project— -Such is the fcriptural delineation^ 
whether we will receive it or no, of that 
ceconomy, which we call Prophetic 1 

And now then (if we muft be reafqn- 
ing from our ideas oi fit and rights to the 
r^^ditude of the divine condud) let me afk, 

m 
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in one word/ whether, on the fuppofitidn 
that it Ihould ever pleafe the moral Go« 
vernor of the world to reveal himfclf by 
prophecy at all, we can conceive him to 
do it, in a manner ^ or for ends^ more wor- 
thy of him ? Does not the extent of the 
fcheme correfpond to our beft ideas of 
that infinite Being, to whom all duration 
18 but a pointy and to whofe view all time 
is equally prefent ? Is not the obje£l of thi$ 
fcheme, the Lamb of God that was flaiA 
from the foundation of the world, worthy, 
in our conceptions, of all the honour that 
can be refle£lecl upon him by fo vaft and 
Iplendid an oeconomy ? Is not the end of 
this fcheme fuch as we (hould think mofi: 
fit for fuch a fcheme of prophecy to pre- 
dial, ahd for fo divine a perfon to acconv- 
plifh? 

You fee, every thing here is of a piece : 
: all the parts of this difpenfation are afto- 
,niihingly great, and perfe£tly harmonize 
mi\i each other. 

We, 
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We> who admit the dmnity of thoft 
records^ which reprcfent to us this ftate of 
things^ cannot but be infinitely aficded 
With it : fince> iri that cafe> we only coa^ 
template an undoubted fa£b, in this reprti* 
fentation. And it fRould further feefii 
that even thofe, who queftbn that author 
rity of fcripture, muft, if tbdy be ing^no* 
ous^ confeis themfeivcs ftnick by a repre^ 
fentation at once fo fublime aiid cohfiftent; 
They require^ on all occalionsj to have 
reafons of what they call//^, in the di- 
vine condud^ pointed put to them : Cad 
they overlook them here, where they are 
fo obvious and fo convincing ? At leaftj 
the credibility of fuch a fcheme, as that of 
prophecy is in Scripture feprcfehtcd to be, 
appears not, fo far as we have hitherto! 
Gonfi4ered it, to be oppofed or leflened iit; 
any degree by our natural prejudices ; by 
the bed notions,- I mean, which we ca4 
frame on this fubjeA; but is, indeed/ 
much ftrengtbened and confirmed by them. 

OH 
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On the idea of fucH a fcheme, as U heie 
prefented to us, I enlarge no farther, at 
prefent, than juli ta make one general 
cbfervaticm* It is this: That the argu- 
ment from prophecy is not to be £:)rnied 
from the confideration of fiDgk prophet 
cies, but from all the prophecies taken 
together, and conlidered as making one 
.fyftem; in which, from the mutual de- 
pendance and connexion of its parts, pre- 
ceding prophecies prepare and illuftrate 
thofe which follow, and thefe, again, 
refleft light on the foregoing : juft as, 
. in any philofophical fyftem, that which 
ihews the folidity of it, is the harmony 
and correfpondcnce of the whole j noc 
the application of it, in particular tii- 
ftances. 

Hence, though the evidence be but 
fmall, from the completion of any one pro- 
phecy, taken feparately, yet, that evidence 
being always fomething, the amount of 
the whole evidence, refulting from a great 

number 
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nuihbier of prophecies^ all relative to the 
fame defign^ may be conQderable ; . like 
many fcattered rays, which^ though each 
be weak in itfelf, yet, concentred into one 
pointy fliall form a ftrong lights and ftril»b 
the fenfe very powerfully. Still more: 
this evidence is not limply a growing evi- 
dence^ but is indeed multiplied upon us, 
from the number of reflected lights^ which 
the feveral component parts of fuch a fyf« 
tern reciprocally throw lapon each : till^ at 
length, the conviction rife into a high dc* 
gree of moral certainty. 

li hath been faid indeed^ of this fcheme, 
or way of conlidering prophecy, that it is 
an imaginary fcbemtj of which there is not 
the leaft trace in any of the four Gofpels ; and 
that it even contradi^s the whole evidence of 
prophecy y as it was underftood and applied by 
the Apoftles and evangelifts [nj- 

But what, is there no trace of this 
fcheme in the Gofpel, when Jefus himfelf 

[»] Dr. Middleton's Works, vol. IIL pi I37» 
Xondoo> 1752, 4to* 
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itgan at Mofes and the prophets^ and^ ex-* 
pounded [to his difciples] in all tbefcrip" 
turts the things concerning himfelf? Is this 
fcheme contradidlory to the evidence of 
prophecy, as underftood by the Apoftlcs, 
when St. Peter argued with the Jews from 
what God had jpoken by the mouth of all 
his, prophets, ^nce the world began? 

Is not here a feries of prophecies, ex- 
jprefsly referred to, as running up not only 
to the times of Mofes [w], but to the be- 
ginning of the world ? And is not this 
feries argued from^ as conflituting one en- 
tire fyftem of prophecy, and as affording 
an evidence diftinft from that which arifes 
from the confideration of each prophecy, 
taken fingly and by itfclf ? 

But Jefus and his Apoftles, ufually, 
^i^plied the prophecies fingly and independently 

[w] Though by M^fes^ is here m^ant, not the pro- 
pheclcJs of Mofes only, but the looks of Mofes, con- 
taining thofe fortner proj>hecies, which, as St, Peter 
jfeys, had been delivered, /«fr tht v:orld hesran* 

Vol. I. E f4 
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M each others as Jo many different arguments 
for the general truth of the Gofpel[x\. 

Could they do otberwife^ when the occa^ 
fions ofFered, in the courfe of their miniftry, 
to which thofe prophecies were to be ap^ 
* plied ? Or^ could they do better j in their 
difcourfcs to the peopfe, to whom the ar- 
gument from iingle prophecies wpuld he 
mor€ familiar, than that complicated one, 
arifing from a whole fyftem? Does it 
follow, becaufe the prophecies were applied 
fingly, that therefore they might not with 
good reafon be applied fyftematieally ; or 
that they may not flow be ib applied, 
when we have to do with thofe, who are 
capable of entering into this fort of argu* 
mentation I Will it be laid that, becaule 
the moral precepts ©f the Gofpel are de- 
livered , fingly, there is therefore no fuc^ 
thing as a fyftem of morality^ or that 
the fub]e& may not be treated with pro- 
. priety, and with advantage too> in th^ 
form? 

• On 
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On the whole, the f)ro{>hecie$ of the 
Old and New Teftament, haymg clearljr 
all the qualities of wh^ we ^11 a iy&mk^ 
that 13, confiftlng of mz^y p^rtjicQlars^ de- 
pendent ofi .^each other, and intimately 
connefted by their reference to a common 
cndv there is no reafon why they may not 
be confidered in this light; and there is 
great reafon why they fhould be fo con- 
fidered, fince otherwile, on many occa- 
fions, ^^-e (hall not do juftice to the argu- 
ment itfelf. 

To return then to the text (which im- 
plies the exiftence and ufe of fuch a fyftem) 
and to conclude with it. Thefpirit of pro-' 
pbecy is the teftimony of Jefus. This an- 
gelic information prefents, at firfl: fight, an 
idea itupendous indeed, but, on fuch a 
fubjedt, fuitable enough to our expecta- 
tions. It offers no violence to the na- 
tural fenfe of the human mind ; but, on 
the contrary, hath every thing in it to en- 
gage our belief and veneration. 

E 2 Such 
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Such is the idea of Pix^hecyy contem^ 
plated in itfelf. What candufions (of im- 
pordmce,. as we fuppofe^ to the right ap- 
ptehenfion and further vindication of prb« 
phecy) may be draWo frdm thut idea> wilii 
be next confidered*- 
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SERMON IIL 

Condufions from tbe time Idea of 

Prophecy^ 

Rev. xix. lo. 

0( fejlimon^ pf Jefu$ is the Sj^rit of 

rropbe(^^ 

WE have feen how precarious all our 
rcafonings on divine prophecy muft 
hc> when built on no better grounds than 
thofe of human fancy and conjefture. 
The text fupplies us with a principle, as 
we believe, of divine authority ^ as aU muft 
confefs, of fcrlptural wthority; that is^ 
of the fame authority as that on which 
prophecy itfelf ftands. 

This principle has been explained at 
large. It affirms that JefuSy whofe perfon 
aqd character and hiftory are fufficiently 

J^ 3 knowu 
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known from the books of fcriptUrc, is the 
end and ohjeSi of the prophetic fyjlem^ con- 
tained in thofq bodes. 

We arc now at liberty to reafon from 
this principle. Whatever conclufions are 
fairiy drawn from ity rnuft to the believeii' 
appear, as certain truths *,, muft to the un- 
believer appear, as very proper illuftrations 
of that principle^ 

. In general, if difficulties can be removed 
by porfuing and applying fcriptural princi-*'' 
pics, they are fairly removed : and the rp- 
moval of every f>ich. difficulty^ on thefe 
grounds, muft be a prefumption in favour 
of that fyftem, whether we call it of Pro- 
fbecy^ or. Revelation^ which is thus found 
to carry its own vindication with it. 

From the principle of the text may, I 
think, be. deduced, among others^ the 
following conclufions; all of them tend- 
ing to clear the fubjfeft of prophecy,^ apd 
to obviate fpmc or other of thofe ob- 
jcdtions, which prejudiced or hafty rea* 
ibners have been difbofed to make to it. 

I' My 
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I. My firft cxmclufion is, " That, on 
the idea of fuch a fcheme of prophecy, as 
«he text iuppofes, a confidtraUe degree of 
obfcurity may be reaibnably expe£ted te 
attend the JeUvery of the dtvme prcdic*- 
dons,*' 

There ane g^ieral i^eaibns which fliew 
chat prophecy, as fuch, will moft proba- 
h\y be thus delivered. For inllance, it has 
•been obferved, that, as the completion of 
{)rophecy is left, for the mdt part, to the 
inftrumentality of free agents, if the csr* 
4:uaf>ftances fif the event were predided 
^ith the iitmoiil: precifion, dther human 
JUberty mud be rcftratoed \ or human ob- 
fiioacy mgki be tempted to form, dsve 
attfurd indeed, but crimmal purpofe, of 
countera&iqg the predi&ion. On the coa^ 
trary, by throwiag fome part of the pre* 
di£bed event into ihade, the moral faculties 
of the agent hav« their proper play, and 
the guilt of an intended oppofition to the 
will of heaven is avoided. This reafon 
fecms to have its weight : and many others 

E 4 niighi; 
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* 

might flill be mentioned. But I argue, at 
prcfcnt, from iht parUculur principle, under 
confideration. 

An immenie fcheme of prophecy was 
ultimately defigned to bear teftimdny to 
the perfon and fortunes of Jefus. But Jefus 
was not himfelf to come, till what is 
called the laft age of the world, nor all the 
purpofes of his coming to be fully accom- 
plifhed, till the end of that age. 

Now, whatever reafons might make it 
fit, in the view of infinite wifdom, to defer 
the execution of this fcheme to fo diftant a 
period, may probably be conceived to make 
it fit, that the delivery of it fhould be pro- 
port^onably dark and obfcure. A certain 
degree of light, we will fay, was' to be 
communicated from the date of the pro- 
phecy : but it is v^ry ponceivabl^ that the 
ages neater the completion of it, might be 
. more immediately concerned in the event 
.prediaed; and that, till fuch time ap- 
proached, it might be convenient to leave 
the prediaionin a good degree of obfcurity. 
^ ' ; The 
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. The. fa£t anfwers to this, prefumptiofi« 
Prophecies of very remote events, remote, 
I mean, from the date of the predidton, 
are univerfally the moil: obfcure. A& the 
feafon advanced for their accompiifliment, 
.they, are rendered more clear: either frelh 
prophecies are given, to point out the time, 
and other circumftances, more determi* 
nately ; or the completion of fome pro- 
phecies affords new light for the interpret* 
tation of others^ that are unfulfilled • Yet 
neither are we to conceive that thofe/r^ 
prophecies J or this, nev^ light removes all ob- 
fcurity : enough is ftill left to prevent or 
difappoint the efforts of prefumption \ and 
only fo much additional cleamefs is be* 
.flowed on the prophecy, as the revealcr 
faw fit to indulge to thofe who lived nearer 
the time of its completion. 

But this is not all:. By looking into that 
plan of providence, which refpeAs Jefus, 
and the ends to b$ accompliflied by him, 
as it is drawn out in the facred writings, 
we find a dijlinp r^afon for the.obicu- 

rity 
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rky ^f the prophecies, relative to tha$ 
Ibbjeft* 

Wc th^re find it to have been in the or- 
4er of the divine councils, that, between 
the firft dawaings of revelation and the 
luHer light of the Gofpel^ an intermediate 
^nd very fingukr crcononsy, yet ftill pr^ 
paratDfy lo that of Jefus, Ihould be iafti^ 
Wted. This peconomy (for reafons, which 
it \% not to our prefent purpofe to deduce, 
and for fon^, no doubt, which we ihould 
tn vaiii attempt to difcover) was to con* 
cinue for noany ages, and vAiU it con^ 
tinued, was to be had in honour among 
ithat people, foi* whom it was more imme- 
idiately defigned« But now the genius of 
thofe two difpenfatio^, the Jewifh, I mean, 
^nd th$ Chriftian, being wholly different; 
the one, carnal, and enforced by temporal 
^li£liQn$ jpniy, the other, fpiritual, an4 
..e((ablifhed on better prpmifes, the prophets, 
who Jived under the former of thefe dif- 
penfationj (and the greater part of thofe, 
lyho proph€f%d of }tivi%^ lived under it) 

were 
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ivere df courfe fo to predtd the fiitim 
oeconomy, as not to difgrace the prefent. . 
They were to refpcft the Law^ even vrhilc 
they announced the Gofpel^ which was, in 
due thne, to fuperfede ic [y]. 

So oiuch, we will (ay, was to bejdifco- 
vered as might ere^t the thoughts of mea 
towards fome better fcheme of things, 
hereafter to be introduced; cert^nly io 
much, as might fufHciently evince the di- 
vine intention in that icheme, when i( 
(hould a&ually take place; but not enough 
to indifpofe then^ cowards that date of d^V 
cipli^e, und^r the yoke of which they weret 
tb^n held. From tlus double purpofe^ 
would clearly refult that charadter, in th^ 
prophecies concerning the new difpenf^* 
tion, which we find impreOed upon them •^ 
and which St. Peter well defcribes, when 
he fpeaks of them, as difpenfing a light iv^ 
deed, but a light Jhitnng in dark place. , 

Upon the whole, the delivery of prq- 
phecy feems. well fuited tq that difpenfaif 

\j\ ^*X- VoL v« p. 2x8. London, 1765^ 

pon 
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tiDD which it iftas given to atteft. If the 
objedt io view had been one fingle event, 
to be accomplilhed ail at once, it might 
perhaps be expeded that the prophecies 
concerning it would have been clear and 
prccife. But, if the fcheme of Chriftianity 
be what the fcripture® reprefent k to be, a 
fcheme, commencing from the foundation 
"of the world, and unfolding itfelf by juft 
degrees through a long fuccefiion of ages, 
and to be fully accodQ^lilfeed only at the 
confummation of all tHipgs, prophecy y which 
was given to attend on that fcheme, and to 
fumifli a fuitable atteflation to it, muft 
needs be fuppofed to adapt itfelf to the na- 
ture of the difpenfation ; that is, to have 
different degrees of ciearnefs or obfcurity 
according to its place in the general fyftem j 
and not to difclofe more of it, or in clearer 
terms, at one period, than might conQft 
with the various ends of wifdom which 
were to be ferved by the gradual opening 
(rf* fo vaft and intricate ^ fcene^ 

Anotheii 



idid (?/ Pr o p H E c t7 |fi 

Another circumftance, of affinity tvith 
tfiis, is apt to ftrike us, in the contemphr^ 
<ion of tht fcriptofal pft)phecies. There is 
reafoh to believe that* more' than one fenfe 
^as purpofely inclofed in Ibme of then^ ; 
and we fimd, in fa^, that the writers of the 
New Teftament gifve to many of the old 
prophecies an interpretation very difFerent 
and remote from that which may be nsa- 
fenably thoifght.the priniary and Hi\medi<|te 
view of the prophets thcmfelves, This^is 
what Divines call the double sense of 
prophecy : by which they mean an accoai* 
pliihment of it ift more eyents than one ; 
in the fame fyftem indeed: but at diitant 
intervals^ and undef different paits of that 
fyftem. 

Now, as fufpkious as- this cifcumftance 
may appear^ at firft fight, it will be found, 
. on inquiry, to be exadly fuited to that idea 
,.of prophecy which the text gives us of it, 
as beinjgy from the firft, and all along, in* 
tended to hear ' Teftimofty to Jefus^ For 
from that idea I conclude agarn^ 

11, '' That 
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IL " That prophecies of a i^Ue 'fenfe 
may well be expefted in fuch a fcheme^** 

And where is the wonder that, if pro- 
phecy was given to atteft the coming of 
Jefus and the di^enfation to be ere&ed by 
him, it ihould occafionally, in every ftage 
of it) refped its main purpofe ; and, though, 
the immediate objeft be fome other, it 
fiiottld never lofe fight of that, in which 
it was ultimately to find nts repofe and 
end? 

-^ It hath been before obfcrved. That, be* 
tweeh the earlier notices concerning Jefus, 
and the advent of that great perfon, it 
Teemed good to infinite wifdom (I fpeak in 
terms, fuited to the reprcfentation of fcrip- 
ture) to inftitute the intermediate cBConomy 
of the Jewifti Law. Among other pro- 
vifions for the adminiilration of this Law, 
j>ropbecy vfzs one; and, upon its own pre- 
tenfions, a neceflfary one j for the govern- 
ment claims to be ftrii^ly tbeocratical \ and 
the people, to be governed by it, were to 
)^ made fenfible, at every ftep,that it was 

fo. 
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to. Therefore the interefting eveftts in 
their civil hiftory were to be regarded by 
them, as coming within the cognifance, and 
lying under the controul, of their divine 
governour : to which end, a race of fnen 
were fucceffively raifed up among them to 
give them warning of thofe events^ and, 
by this 4iivine forefight of what was feea 
to be accomplifhed in their hiftory, to af- 
ford a clear convidion, that they were, ih 
fad, under that peculiar government. 

Add to this, that the Law ttielf, fo won- 
derfully conftruded, was but a part, in- 
deed the rudiments, of one great fcheme ; 
was given, not for its own lake, but to 
make way for a ftill nobler and more ge-> 
iierous inftitution ; was, in truth, a prepa- 
ratory ftate of difcipline, or f^dagogy^ as 
St. Paul terms it, to bring the fubjeds of ^ 
it, in due time, to Chrift [z\ 

Jefus then, the objeft of the earlieft pro- 
phecies, was not overlooked in this follow- 

* 

[z] Gal. iii. 24.^5 wfio? «re6»8»rfc'yoj V<"* yh'i^^ »*« 
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ing difpenfation } ivhich was)^ inde^ed^ in^ 
ftin£t with prefages of that divine perfon. 
// gave the Jhadbw of good things to come^ 
but the body was of Cbrift [a]. The legal 
prophets, in like manner, whiie they were 

[a] Coldir. ii. 17. Hence, St. Auftin affirms round- 
ly, ** That, to fuch as cbnfid^hr th6 ^enitis of the rc- 
*• tealfcd iyMm^ the Old Teftam^nt itlufl appear a con- 
** tinued prophecy of the New.'*-^^^/»j Teftamentum^ 
Xt^hfentieHtibus^ ?RO?UET l A efi Novi Teftamenti [conir* 
Faufium^ 1. xv.] : and St. Jerora fpeaks of it as^ a ge- 
nerally- received maxim, ** That it is the manner 6f 
*' facred fcripture^ to deliver, beforehand, the truth of 
** futurity, in types"— />««r cjfe morem fcrtpttnra faii&a 
tU futurorum veritatem pramtttat^ in typis [Hieron* 
T. Ill, 1127.]-^*-! know, that the antlent Fathers, aiid 
from tliem many moderns, ha^e cxpofed themfelvetf to 
much and deferred cenfur^, by purfuing this principle 
too minutely and fuperlHtioufly, in their myftical and 
ailegofical comments on the Jewifli fcriptures. Sut 
liien of fenfe will confider, that a: principle is not the^- 
fore to be rejected, beca(ufe it . has been abufed. For 
inflance, that the Pa^ver was inftituted with a re- 
ference to the facriiice of Chriil, tliat the pafchal Lamb 
Was, in the langua^ of St. Auriuij kfrofhe<y^ or, in 
that ofSf. Jerofn, a (^/f, of the latttb 6f God, will fcem 
highly credible to one who coniiders the aptnefs of the 
correfpondence in two related parts of the iame i^^ftem : 
But, that the famous Law in DeuteroxKMn/9 cdhcenu^g 

itnme^ 
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ifnnnediately employed, and perhaps be- 
lieved themfelves to be folely employed,, 
m prediding the occurrences of the. Jewi(h 
ftate, were at the fame time^ preluding, as 
it were^ to the perfon and difpenfation of 
Jcfus ', the holy fpirit, which infpired them, 
bearing out their exprellioh, and enlarging 
their coAceptiChs, bey ortd . the worth and 
(ize of thofe obje6ts> which ciame diredly 
in thdr vfew. 

tlie marriage of a BroVher^s widow, was prophetic^ or 
typical of the duty, incumbent bh th<6 miniilers of the 
Qofpel^ tq eijpoti^ the widowed church of Chrifl, i^ 
certainly much lefs clears and will fcarcely be admitted 
even oh the authority of St. Auftin. — Hoc ipfum-r 
4uod ujcorem fralris ad hoc f?ater juffus eft ducere, ut 
Hon iibi, fed illi fobolem fufcit^ret, ejuique vocarec 
Homine, quod inde nafceretur : quid aliud in figura 
framonftrdty nifi quia unufquifque Evangelii pradicator 
ita debet in Ecclefia laborare, ut defundo fratrl, hoc eft 
Chrifto, fuifintet fenten, qui pro nobis mortuus eft, ct 
quod fufcitatum fuerit, ejus nomen accipi^t ? Contr* 
Fauflum A 32.— Sn Auftin might, perhaps, ^y for 
hlmfelf, that he had an example of this pra6tice in the 
ihyftifcal- comments of St. Paul : it may be fo : but ati 
txampU^ followed'vithout warrant, in this initanqp, by 
the learned Father, and> not improbably^ ill underftood 
t>y him* ^ * • ' 

•^ Vol. L F Thqr^ 
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• There b notiikig ia this account oipr^ 
fhecy, Imt what fsiik m with ouf heft idisas 
of the diviM wifddm \ intemly prolecuf-* 
ing one entire fchenoe; and directing the 
conftkuent parts of k to the general pur-^ 
pde of his ptovidencf, ftt the fftoi? time 
ibAt t^b fervi^s to ^<;coi|ip}iQi its Qwn« 

This 4/i?«iii?j or fis^ndary fmfi of pro- 
phecy was ^ far from giving oflTence tOf 
Lord BacoHy that he fpeaks of k with ad- 
miration^ as one ilriking argument of its^ 
Divinky, In fortivg tJ^ profhefi4S of J^rip^ 
ture with tbiir ovmts (a work much defired 
i)y this wife authpr, and intended by this 
Ledure) wi mvfi WAw, fays he, f9r that 
Utitude "UoUch is agreeabU aftdfamMiar unit 
)divine prifheiies, being of the nature of the 
Author, with whom a thoufand years are but • 
4if one day ; and therefore they are not fid^ 
filkdpunStually at once^ but haive Jprinf^g And 
^erminant aeeomptijhmefit throngiottt mar^ 
^geSf though the height^ pr fulnffs of them 
fnany refer to fome one age [b]* 

[i] Adv. df Learning, B# Ilr 
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^ ^ut, (bat yf^ may ftot miftake, or per- 
V)eit, thi$ fine obfermtioa of our great phi- 
lofopher^ k may be proper to tal^e notice, 
l^at -ihe fe^fen df it holds in fuch prophe- 
cies only 48 re^)cdi: k)^ Ibverai fucccifive 
{^arrs of oiie fyftem ; ivhich, being ind* 
mately tomiefted together, may be foppofed 
to come within the view and contesFipia* 
tion of the S^xnt prophecy: wheFcas, it 
w^Id be'^dlefs, and one fees not on what 
j^unds ef reaibn we are authcMized, to 
kr^k QUI for the ^coihplifhment ci pre- 
phecy 4n any caCual unrelated events of 
general Mftory. The Scripture fpeaks of 
pf^hecy, as refpefking Jefus^ that is^ as 

'being OM conne^Ud £:heme of prqvidence, 
of which the Jewifli difpenfation ^makes-a 
part 4 fQ tha€ h^re we a^e led to expeft 
diac ^Ifging ^nd gerfnmant oie^mpUJhmmty 

''Whioh4« ffle-Qi:ij3ned. fiut had the Jewi(h 
Law been complete in itfelf, and tota^Jy 

• Imrelated to the Chriftian^ the general 
principle .f//&^ « thoufand jBars are with 
G$d-but as $n9 ^^-^would jio more juftify 

'- ' F 2 vs 
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-us in extending a jewilh prophecy td 
Chriftiaa events, becaufe perhaps it was 

, eminently fulfilled in them, than it would 

juftify us in esttending it to any other fig- 
nally correfponding events whatfoeven It 
is only whep the prophet hath one uniform 
connedbed defign before him^ that we are 
authorifed to ufe this latitude of interpret 
Cation. l!X)r:th€n the prophetic fpirit na- 
turally runs along the feveral parts oi fuch 

; defign, and unites the remoteil events with 
the neareft : the *fiyle of the prophet^ in 
the mean time, fo adapting itfelf to this 
double profpefti as to. paint the near and 

: fubordinate event in terms that emphatic 

/€alfy reprefent the diftant and more confi- 

, derable. 

So that, with this explanation^ nothing 

^ can b^ more jufl: or philoibphical, than the 
idea which Lord Sac<m fuggefts of divine 

prophecy. 

The great ,fcheme of Redemption, We arc 
. now confidering, being the only fcheme in 
' the pjaj) of providence^ which, as far as 

wc 
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"wsknow, hath been prepared and digni- 
fied by a continued fyftem of prophecy, at 
kaft this being the only fcheme to which 
wc have feen a prophetic fyftem applied, 
men do not fo readily apprehend the doc- 
trine of douMe finfis in prophecy, as they 
would do, if they faw it exemplified in 
other cafes^ But what the hiftory of man- 
kind does not fupply, we may reprefent to- 
Ourfelves by many obvious fuppofitions^' 
which cannot juftify, indeed, fuch a fcheme 
of things, but may facilitate the conception- 
of it, 

Suppofe, for inflance, that it had been- 
the purpofe of the Deity (as it Unqueftiona- 
bly was) to ereft the free government 
of antient Rome ; and that, from the um6 
of .Sneas' landing in Italy, he had given 
prophetiic intimations of this purpofe. Sup- 
pofe, further, that he had feen fit, for the 
beuer difcipline of his favoured people, to 
place them, for a feafon, under the yoke of 
the Regal government i and that, during 
that ft^te of things, he had intruded hil 

F 3 prophet! 
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plephettf 10 fbr^teU the wftfs ted other ber 
curren€tfs whldi fliould diftinguiih that^ 
period ef tbetr hiftoiy.-^Here would b^ % 
c^ fomewhat (iniUaf tp that of the Jews 
under tbisir tbeeef atie regimen : not iKnA* 
iy indeed, becaiiife j^rc^yh^cji a« we haye 
feen^ wa$ elTenual te the Je^iQi pofity^ bM 
had nothing to da with the regal, or al^ 
c^her polity of the Roaians. Bat alldw fcbr. 
this difierence, and fuppoTe tbat^ for tbw^, 
reafon or other, the fpirit of prophecy waa 
indulged to this people^ under their ki^gSi 
as it was to the Jews, under their tbeocrg^ : 
and that it was prmmify employed in the 
iame wayi that is, in predi^iDg their vari* 
ous fortunes under that regimen : Suppoft^ 
] fay^ all this^ and Would it furprtae us to 
$nd that their prophets, in dilatibg on thia 
part of their fishedi^ iboUldi in a ftc&iidary 
fenf^ predidt the future and more fplendid 
part of it ? That^ having the Whote tE^cjuaii]^ 
prefented to thek view> they (houtd and^ 
cipate the coming glories of their /rvr ftasd, 
^yen in a prophecy whfch dire^ly con^. 

cerncd 
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Mmc d tkfiir reg4d^ and much huiDbler ^oo 
icxiies ? Tkati in comntenting on their pctt^ 
Tidtofks over the Sabms and Latbs^ tbef 
ffaoukl dre)|) fome tviAta diat pointed at ththr 
African and AlUtic triumphs ; or, ia 
tracing thp fliadow of freedom they ea* 
frjiA under the be0; of thc$br kings, they 
Iboidd l^t fall fome ^XfA3t%^ fhac moreieir- 
preily de^igiied thd fubftantial liberty of 
their equal r^puhUc: the md^ as we fiip- 
fofey and compteddn of that (chenie, for 
the fake of which the prophetic power if- 
felf had been coi<£MBiioicated fio them ? Still 
morp : fuppofiiig we had iiach prophecie$ 
|)0W in our handf 9 «nd tha^; w^ fbund them 
l^licable ind^ in a general way to the 
former parts of thek* hiftory, but frequent- 
ly moee e^^i^v^ of #?ients in the latter^ 
fhdi^ we doubt of th^r ist^ng prophecies 
ifi a ioublt feitfe^ or fbookl we think it 
ilfange that two fu^e^ve and dependent 
difpenfai^ns in the fame conneAed Icheme 
/hould be, at onpe, the objefl: of the fame 
predidions ? And laftly, to put an end to • 

F 4 th^fe 
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chefe queftions, could there feem to be equil 

^eafon for applying thcfc prediftions to 
luch events as might pofTibly correfpond to 
them in fome $tber hiftory, the Grsecian, 

for inftance, as for applying them to fimi* 
lar events in the Roman hiftory ? 

Let me juft obferve further, that, from 
what hath been faid under thefe two arti- 

'cles, we may clearly difcern the difierencjc 
between Pagdn oracles, and Scriptural pro- 
fhecies. Both have been termed obfcurp 
and ambiguous ; and ah invidious parallel 
hath been madei er infinuated, between 
them [rj. The Fagan opcles were indeed 
cbfcure, fometimes to a degree that no rea- 
fonable fenfe could be made of them ; th^sy 
were bKo atn^iguouSi in the worft fi^nfe } I 

, mean, fo .as to admit contrary interpreta- 
tions. The fcriptural propheci^ we 0¥^a 
to be obfcurej to a certain degree : i^nd lye 
may c;all theni, too, amhiguoM % because 

' they contained two, confiftcpt, indeed, but 

« 

\e\ Dr. MiDDLETON, Works, vol. iii. p. i77« 
London, i1S2'r4^. • '' .^ • 

- - dificren; 



/ iieacf PlSLOPnicYr ^J 

different meanings. But here is the dif- 
tinftion, I would point out to you. The 
obfcurity and ambiguity of the Pagan ora* 
cles had no peceflary, . or reafonable caiife 
in the fubjedl, on which they turned : the 
pbfcurity and ambiguity of the fcriptural 
prophecies have an evident reafon in the 
fyftem, to which they belong. As .the 
Pagan predicflions had near and fingle 
events for their objeft, the fate perhaps of 
fome depending war, of the fuccefs of fome 
council^ then in agitation^ they might have 
been clearly and precifely delivered; and 
in faft we find that fuch of the Jewifli pre- 
didions as foretold events of that fort and 
chara^er, were fo delivered: but, the 
fcriptural prophecies under conlideration 
refpeding one immenfe fchemc of provi- 
dence, it might be expedient that the re-» 
meter parts (hould be obfcurely revealed; 
as it was A)rely natural that the conneded 
parts qf fuch a fcheme fboyld be fhewn 
together. 

Wc 
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Wc fee then* what fiwcc there » in thit 
quedion, which is aiked with fo much 
opufidcnce— ^" Is it psfii^k^ that tkt famt 
^ jckanttfer can ie due to the Jewijb ptopbe^ 
^^ ciesy which the ij6ifi and virtueus in the 
^* heathen wprld eonfidered at an argument ef 
^^ fraud andfayh^od^ in the Pythian pTofhe^ 
raes[d]r 

Firfi^ we fay^ the char^f)^ is net eQtirel|r 
the iame io both : and, fecmdly^ that, fo 
Ux as it if the fame, that chara&er is very 
becOEiiiog ift the Jewiih, but iMBrly abfuf4 
in the Pythian prophecies. What was ow- 
ing to fraud or ignorance in the Ps^gain 
Diviner, is reaibnably afcribed to the depth 
^uid height of that wifdosi, which informed 
^e Jfe wilh Prophet £/]• 

To procefd with our Aibje(Sfc« It ^mh^ 
.appears, 

: III. On fh^ gr^fid^ cif ^ lext^ we ikem 

i^tid upon, ^' w bd tery conceiveaMd and 
ii:m^te thdt the liM of f^c^hec^ HKHild f «i 

[JT] Dr. MiDDLETON, vol. iii, p. 177, 
' |«] See further on tbis fubjed^i D. L. tqI. v. p. 2^0. 

chiefly 
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^Uta if PnopaBCir;' f^ 

i^hiefif in one fkmtty amd people^ ils W€ are 
informed it did^ and that the Other natidftf 
of the 6arih ifamld be tio further the im^ 
midklie otge&s of it^ tfaah as f bey dianced 
t6 be conneftbd with that people/* 

Prophecy^ in the idfeas of fcriptur<t^ waft 
oot ultimaody given for the private ufe tH 
tifais dr diat nsftibti^ nor y^t for the nobleY 
and mdre ipsoe^l purpofe of proclalining 
t;he fuperintdndmg providence of the Ddity 
(an awftil truths which* men might colletft 
for themfelves frona the eftabliihed confti^ 
tmton of nsittire) \f9Xfiiikp^ to evidence tbi 
truth of the ChriftiBin revdation^ It War 
theref$r$ confined to one nation^ puipofdy 
fet apart to preferve ttA atteft the oracles cf 
God ; and to exhibit, in their public rcr 
tords and Whole hi!l6i*y, the proofs and cre- 
dentials of an amazing difpenfation^ which 
(jod had decreed to accompli& in Chs^ 
JtfosC/J. 

[/} C^aiid 04r 6EV& itOMiiiE auroit fait uh Kmj^ 
des predidiokiB de Jtfus Chf ift pour le terns et pour Is 
fnaniere, (Stque Jefiis Chrift feroit venu confbtmemciit 
i Cfcft propheties, ce feroic une force infinie. Mais il 

Tb« 



y$ Co^kfions from the Mif 

This conclufiom, I (ay^ feems naturalljf^ 
«nd fairly drawn from the great principle, 
that the fpirit pf prophecy was the tefimony> 
4f Jefus^ becaufe the nieaae appear to be 
v^ell fuited and proportioned to the tni^^ 
The ^efiimonj thought! fit to b^ given, was 
9ot one or two prophecies only, but ^ 
fchme of prophecy, gradually prepared and 
Continued through a large traft of .time.: 
But how could fuch a fcheme be executed, 
or rather how could 'it clearly be feen, that 
there was fuch a fcheme in view, if fome 
me people had not been made the repofitory, 
and, in part, the inftrument of the divine 
counfels, in regard to Jcfus ; fome one peo- 
jple, I fay, among whom we ipight tracc^ 
• > # • - 

y dblenplus ici. C'eft une strifE d'hohmss durant 
<}uatre mille ans, qui confbmment et fans variadon^ 
vlennent Fun enfuite de Fautre predire ce m^me avcncr 
Tuent. C'eft un peuple tout entier qui I'annonce, 
et qui fubfifte pendant quatre mille annees^ pdur rendie 
EN CORPS temoignage des alTurances qu*ils en ont, et 
' dont ih ne peuvent toe detournes par quelques me- 
naces et quelque perfecution qu^on leur hXStx ceci est 

TOUT AUTRfiMENT CONSIDIRABLS* Paical» 

tha 
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the feveral parts of fuch a fchenie, and 
obferve the dependance they had on each 
*other ; that fo the idea^ of what we call a 
fchemc, might be duly imprefled upon us ? 

For, had the notices concerning the Re- 
deemer been difperfed indifferently among 
all nations, where had been that uncorrupt 
and unfufpefted teftimony, that continuity 
of evidence^ that unbroken chain of prc- 
diftion, all tending, by juft degrees, to the 
fame point, which we now contemplate with 
wonder in the JewiQi fcriptures ? 

It is not then that the reft of the world 
was overlooked [g] in the plan of God^s 
providence, but that he faw fit to employ 
the miniftry of one people ; this laft, I fay, 
and not the other, is the reafon why the di- 
vine communications concernmg Chrift were 
appropriated to the Jews, 

Yes, but " fome one of the greater na- 
tions had better been intrufted with that 
^hai^e.'V This circumftance, I allow, might 

[g\ See the palTage before refenred to in Serin. I« 

hav« 



ylS [Ccmhtfiom frpm tin true 

hwt ftnick a fuperficial ol)ferver moret 
buc could the iategrky of the piK>phaic 
fcheme have been more difcernible amidft 
the multiform aod iofinitely involved tranf- 
«^ion$ of a mighty people^ than in the 
£mpkr ilory of this fmall Jewiih family \ 
or would the hand or work of God^ w)k> 
loves to manifcft himfelf by weak inftru« 
loent$> have been more confpicuous in that 
defignation ? 

Oci the whole, I forget not> witfi what 

awful diffidence it becomes w to realbn on 

; fuch fubjedSk But xhtfaS beings that one^ 

in preference to other nations, had the 

honpur of conveying the prophetic admip* 

.iiition^ concerning Jefu«, it may be allow* 

- able to inquire^ with mo4tfty, into the rea- 

-fons of th^t appointment \ and the ind 

of prophecy being clearly afligned ip ^red 

fcripture, fuch realbns will ndt b( haflily 

Tejedted, as obvioufly prefent ihemlelves to 

: an inquirer from the ccfffidfrsti&n ^ that 

end* 

Tiic 
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The benefiw of prophecy, thojjgh cpor 
veyed by one nation^ would finally redouii4 
to all ; and the more effeSualif^ we have 
feen, for being conveyed by one natibo. 
May we npt conclude then (having t\itfa^p 
as I faidy to reafon upon) that^ to obtain 
fuch purpofe, it was fit to feledt a pecuHar 
people ? And, if thus much be acknow* 
ledged, it will hardly be thought a queftioa 
of much moment, though no anfwer cqu14 
be given (o it, why the Jews had that es:«- 
fluGve privilege C9nferred upon them. 

It is true, a great fcheme of prophecy 
was once revealed to a Gentile King [h] % 
but a King, connected with the Jews, and 
who had a Jewifli prophet for his inter- 
preter* It is^ befides, obfervabk of that 
|)rophetic fcheme, that it laid open the 
future fortunes of four great empires j but 
all of them inftruments in the hand of Oo4 
to carry on his defigns, on the Jewifli peor 
i)lc firft, but ultimately, with regard to 
jefuSi For it hath been remarked with 



[i] Daniel, c. ii. 



equal 
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equal truth and , pehetratioh, that NeoU^* 
chadnezzar's vifioh of the four kingdom^ 
was de&gned, as a fort 6f prophetic ckfono- 
iogyy to point but, by a ferics of fucccffive 
empires, the beginning and end of Chrift'i 
fpiritual Kingdom. So that die feafot)^ 
why thofe four empires only tvere dif» 
tinguifhed by the fpirit of prophecy, was 
not becaufe they were greater than all 
others, but fimply becaufe the courfe of 
their hiflory led, in a regular and di- 
rect fucceflion, to the times and reign of 
Chrift[/]. 

[/] £(t autem Quaternlo ifle regnorum Daniells 
(quod imprimis obfervari velim) chronologia oy^* 
DAM PROPHETIC A, non tam annorum quam regno- 
rum intervallis dilHm^a, ubi regnorum in pra?cipuft 
o^s terrarum parte, fimul eccleiiam et populum Del 
complex^, dbi invicem fuccedentium ferie^ roonftratiur 
tempos quo ChrilH regnum \ tot feculis promiffum el 
priihum inchoandum fit, idemque demum certis tem^ 
pcMibus confummandum. 

— £x hi?, qua; di6ta funt, ratio elucet,quare,ex ofn* 
x^ibus mundi regnis, quatuor hsec Tola felegic SpiritUs 
fhnAus; quorum fata tam infigni ornaret' prophetiif 
pempc; quia ex hi$ folis inter omiua mundi rjcgna pe-^^ 
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We fee their^ on the principle, that pro^ 
phecy was given for the fake of Jefus only^ 
that no prefumption lies againft the truth 
of it, on acdount of its refpe6Gng chiefly 
one . peoplie, how ipcohfiderabie foever in 
itfelf, or from its filence in rejgard to fome 
of the largeft and mod flouriihing king- 
doms that have appeared in the world. 

IV, Laftly (for I now haften to an end 
of this difcourfe) I infer from the fame 
principle, " That, if, even after a mature 
confideration of the prophecies, and of the 
events, in which they are taken to be ful« 
filled, there fliould, after all, be fome cloud 
remaining on this fubjeft, which with all 
our wit or pains we cannot wholly remove, 

nodus temporum ejufmodi contexi potuit, qua re6tS 
ferie et ordinate fucceffione perduceret ad tempora tt 
momenta regni Chrifii. Non verd quia nulla iilts paria 
inperia, forfan et aliqulbus majora, per omnia fecuU 
orbis vifurus elTet. Nam neque Saracenorum olim, ne« 
que hodie Turcarum, neque Ta^ronim regna ditionis 
oml^tudine Perflco aut Grxco, puto nee Aifyrio^ 
quicquam ooncedunt; im6, ni fallor, excedunt^ 

M£OB*« Works, B, III. p. 712. Londl. 26721 

Vol, L G tihis 



i3m ftite tif things WQi»ld zSbrd oa ob- 
je^ion to prophecy^ becimfi^ it is iockcd so 
otho- tili^n we might rcafonaWy eJ^pcft.** 

For, i^ If Jefus be Ac end of pR)plieqr» 
the fame teaibns tb^c made it fit to deliver 
ibme predidlbns daricly^ will further ac«* 
<;<^nt to us for ibme degree of obicurity in 
the applicaticip of them to their correfpond* 
ing events. 

I fay— Will account to us for fuch obfcu* 
rity — for, whatever thofe reafons were, they 
couM not have taken efiedt, but by the in- 
tervention of fuch mtans^ as muft darken 
in ibme degree, the applicatbn of a pro- 
phecy, even after the accompliffament of it 5 
unkfs we fay, that an tkf^ can be (een as 
di(lin£tly through a veil^ 9s without one. 
For inftancei fgurativi l^^nguag^ is tb<( 
chief of thofe means, by which it pleaied 
the infpirer to throw a ftiade on prophe* 
cies, ujnfulfiUed ; , but figutative la^guagCi^ 
/rom the nature of it, is not to preciic ^nd 
clear, as Uttn^l exfreffion^ even when tht 

event 
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^vent prefigured has lent its aid to iUuftfatc 
and explain that language. 

If then it was fit that fome prophecies 
concerning Jefus fhould be delivered ob- 
fcurely, it cannot be fuppofed that fuch 
prophecies, when they come to be appUed^ 
"will acquire a full and abfolutc perfpi- 
euity[it]. 

2. If the cUfpenfation of Jefus be the 
main fubjeft of the prophecies, then may 
Tome of them be ftill impenetrable to us, 
becaufe the various fortunes of that dif* 
•pcnfatipn are not yet pcrfeftly difclofed, 
and fo fome of them may not hitherto 
have -been fulfilled.. But the completion 
of a prophecy is that which gives the 

\i\ To this jpurpofe the late learned and ingeniouf 
''author of tjie Difiourfii on Profthe^f'-^^^ A figurative 
;^ d^k dffGription 9^ a foture evqnt will be figura- 
tive ijo^ d^rjjc ftill, w^ep the event happens." And 
again — " No event can make a figurative or metapho- 
i^cd expreffion to be a plain or literal one.** B^op 
•Sheilocl^ Diic« II, p.- $i and ^6^ London, 1749* 

G 2 utmoft 



S4 CMcluJlons frm the true 

utmoft degree of clearnefs^ of which it k 
capable. 

3* But laftly and chiefly, if the end and 
ufe of prophecy be to atteft the truth of 
Chriftianity^ then may we be fure that 
fuch atteftation will not carry with it (he 
utmoft degree of evidence. For Chrifti- 
anityis plainly a ftate of difcipline and 
probation : csdculatcd to improve our moral 
nature, by giving fcope and exercife to our 
moral faculties. So that, though the evi- 
dence for it be reid evidence, and on the 
whole fufficient evidence, yet neither can 
we expeA it to be of that fort which iheuld 
compel our aflent. Something muft be 
left to quicken our attention, to excite our 
induftry, and to try the natural ingenuity of 
the human mind. 

Had the purpofe of prophecy been to 
(hew, merely, that a predifted event was 
forcfeen, then the end had been beft an* 
fwered by throwing all poffibl^ evidence 
into the completion* But its concern be* 
ing to (hew this to fuch only as fliould 

be 
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be diipoied to admit a reafonable degree of 
evidence, it was not ricceflary, or rather it 
was plainly not fit, that the completion 
fliould be feen in that ftrong and irrefifti- 
blcljght[/J. 

For all tte reaibns, now given (and 
doubtlefs, for many more) it was to be ex- 
pected, that prophecy would not be one 
doudlefe emanation of light and glory* If 
it be clear enough to fervc the ends, for 
which it was defigned 5 if through all its 
obfcurities, we be able to trace the hand 
and intention of its divine author; what 
more would we have ? How improv jdently, 
indeed, do we aflc more of that great Beings 
who, for the fake of the nmral world, 
dothis tbihfOrVtnf with bJacknefs [If, 1. 3.] j 
and in equal tperf y to the moral w6rld, veils 
his nature apd proyidence in thick cltmdsj and 
makes darkmfs bis pavilion [Pf. xviii, 11]? 

[i] Le deflem de Dieu efl pjus de pcrfeaionncr la vo* 
lontc, que Tcfprit. Or, la claite per&ite ne ferviroit 
qu'a Pcfprk, et nuboit a la volenti:. Pafcal, 

G 3 To 
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To tAbsb dedti£):biis from die t«xr^ 
tnore might be added. Fen* I bcKeve it 
will be found that if ^the>»i of prophecy, 
as here detirered, be ildddily kept in ^^ie^ 
and diligently purfued, it will go a g^eat 
Way tovrards leading us to a profperoUs 
iflue in moft of thofe inquiries, which mA^ 
thought to perplex this fubjeft. But I 
nfiean to reafon from it no farther thaA 
juft to (hew in the Way of fpechriert, th* 
method in which it becomes uS to.fpdcti-' 
late on the prophetic fyftem. We are not 
td imagihe principles, at plealfiire, arid tKeft- 
apply them to thatTyftem. - But we ^tt^ 
firflr, to find out what the principles are, oi^ 
which prophecy is founded, and by Whidi it 
claims to be trkd ; and then to fee whe* 
ther they will Mi, that is, Whethet- thfe/ 
wHl aptly and properly apply to the par- 
ticulars, of which it is comppuhded. If 
they will, the fyftem itfelf is thus far 
clearly juftified. All that remains is to 
compare the prophecies with their cortt^ 
iponding events^ in order to aflure ourfelves 

that 
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that theit k^ reid evidence of their com-^ 
pletioA* 

The ufi of this method his been Ihewii 
in FOUR capital inftances^ It is objcAed 
to the fcriptural prophecies, that iii^ are 
ohfimre^^^tbal thtg abound in doahle fenfes -^ 
that tbtsf fvert idivtridta ant pcfU — that^ 
^ftir aUj tbirt is fomitwui difficulty in tnak- 
ing out the completion — all of theoa, it il 
fadd. Very fufpicious circumftances \ and 
ivhich rather indicate a fcheme of human 
CODtriTaikce, Aan of diriite iofpiration. 

To thefe bbjedions it b replied^ that, 
from the very idea which the fcripture$ 
diemlUves give of prophecy^ thefe circoin* 
ifaincea muR needs be fbuad in it ; and 
fardier' ftiU^ that di6& cincumftajscest 
when fairly oonfiderdd, do honour to that 
idea : £v tfa^t the obfcUrity, complairied 
off rti&lcsy fnm 4h mmenfity of tbefcbMo 
^— the double fenfes, frointbe intimate cott* 
^^3iofi0fits.firtS'^\iiejp9im\ and confined 
4eKvery» from ibe mfdom and noc^ffky of 
(ol(&ii% a ^pofidinr f^pk to hibc vebick ^nd 

G 4 repoz 
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repofitofj of the facred oracles-<^And Uftly; 
the incomplete evidence, from the nature of 
the fuljeHj and from the moral genius of that 
difpenfation^ to which thefchem of prophecy 
itfelf bekt^s. 

In conclufion, it is now feen to what 
purpofe thefe preliminary difcourfes ferve^ 
and in what method they have been con* 
dudted. 

The FIRST, Ihewcd the vanity and folly 
of reafoning on the fubjeft of fcrjptural 
prophecy from our preconceived fancies 
and arbitrary afTumptions. The second, 
fliewed the only true Way of feafoning upon 
it to be from fcriptural principles, and then 
opened and explained one iuch principle. 
In diis LAST, I have fiiewn that, by pro- 
fecuting this way of reafoning from the 
principle aOigned, fame of the more ipe- 
cious objei^iohs to the fcriptura^ prophecies 
iire eafily obviated. 

Takeii together, thefe three difcourfes 
^fcrve to illuftrate xht general idea of pro- 
]^hecy, confid^red as one great fch<nne of 

tej^imoty 
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ttfimonj to the religion of Jefus ; and con« 
fequeotly open a way for the fair and 
equitably confideration of f articular pro- 
pheciesj the nsoie immediate futgeft of 
thisLcftuic. 
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SERMON IV, 

The general Argument froift 
Prophect, 

John xHL 19* 

Jfow I tell you before it come^ that when it is 
come to pafs^yemay believe^ that lam He. 

IT hath been concluded (not on the 
flight grounds of hypothefis^ but on 
|tbc exprefs authority of fcripturc), that pro* 
phecy was given to attest the missioit 
pp Jesus : to afford a reafonable evidence^ 
that the fchcme of redemption, of which he 
was the great inftrumentand minifter, was, 
in truth, of divine appointment ; and was 
framed on under the immediate cognizance 
gJki'difedion'of the Supreme Being, whofe 
prerogative it is to fee through all time, and 

to 



t6 tuU tkofe tbif^Sy i/lfbicb he n9t^ as ibougb 
tbty'v^irt\a\ 

Our ncKt inquiry will be, how thi pro- 
phetic fcriptures ferve to that end, and 
virhat that evidence is (I mean^ taking for 
gfartted, hot the truth of the pfophetic 
fchdme ' itfelf, but the truth of the repre- 
fintaiion^ given of it in fcriptuf e) which is 
thus adminiftered to us by the light of 
prophecy. 

I. The text refers to a particular pro* 
phecy of our Lord, concerning the trea- 
chery of Judas -, of which, fays he to his 
difeiples, / mm tellyoU before it come, tbaf^ 
wben it is come to pafsy ye may believe tbat t 
m He : that is, " I add this, to the other 
^redidions concerning myfelf 5 that, when 
ye fee it fulfilled, as it foon will be, yc 
may be the more convinced of my being 
tfie perfon, I ^Ibme to be^ the Meffiai 

foretpW^ 

[a] Itofn«iT. 17* 

The 
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The informabonj here given, was per* 
haps intended by our Lord to ferve a par* 
cicular purpofe^ To prevent, wt will fay^ 
the offence, which the difciples might 
have taken at the circumftance of his being 
betrayed by one of them, if they had nott 
previoufly, been admonilhed of it. But 
the reafon^ of the thing (hews, that the ufe^ 
which the difciples ar; direAed to m^ke 
of this prophecy, was the general vSfi of th^ 
prophecies concerning Jefus. The cgm- 
pletion was to verify the predidion, in all 
cafes; and to convince the world. That 
H£ was the Mefliah, in whom fuch things 
fhduld be feen to be accomplifhed, as had 
been exprefsly foretold [b']^ 

Indeed prophecies, unaccompliflied, may 
have their ufe ; that is, they may ferve tp 
raife a general expedbation of a predicted 
iveni in the minds of thpfe, who, for other 
reafons, regard the per/en predidbing it, in 

vfiu^&oi pirtv^* J« Marty^i Apol. L c* 74* 

thff 
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the light of a true prophet. And fuch 
inight be one, a fubordinaUy ufe of the 
prophecies concerning Jefus: but they 
could not be applied to the p-oof of his 
pretenfions, till they were feen to be ful- 
filled. Nor can they be fo applied even 
then, unleis the things predicated be^ con-r 
feifedly, beyond the reach of hun)an fore- 
fight. 

Under thefe conditions, the argument 

is clear and eafy, and will lie thus. — ** A 

great variety of dillant, or^ at leaft, future 

events, infcrutable to human fagacity, and 

rcfpefting one perfon (whom we will call, 

Mefliah) have been by different men, and 

at different timesi predifted. Thefe events 

have accordingly come to pafs, in the hiftorjr 

and fortunes of one perfon % in fuch (brt, 

that each is feen to be^ in a proper fenie, 

fulfilled in him, and all together in no 

other perfon whatfoever: Therefore the 

' predidtion of thefe events was divinely in- 

ipired : or (which comes to the fame thing) 

therefore the perfon, claiming under thefe 

prcdic- 



]iredi6):ions to be the Me(ixah» or peribii 
{otctoXAy bath his claims coofiraied and 
juftified by the higheft authority, thaf of 
God himfclf." 

Such is the grgumeot from prophecy: 
;uid on this foundations Jefus aflumea to 
be the Messiah s and his religion, to be 

IL Let us npw fee, what the amount of 
that evidence is, which refults from this 
kind of proof* 

Carekfs talkers may fey, and fonietimes 
think, " that prophecy is but an art of 
conjefturing ftrcwdly ; thjjt th^ f^acity of 
one njian is feen to be VJifUy fuperior to that 
pf another ^ that, in iovf^ men, th? n^wal 
facility may be fo idiprov^d by e^^periencc, 
as to look like SvinaUm & and thgt no pre* 
cife bounds can be fct tP its ppwprs.^* 
L^ght or icepticai minds may, I fay, acnuie 
jthemfelves with fuch* fancies : but fcr|- 
•pHS men will readily acknowledge. That 
many future evenp, efpeciaUy* li rmote, 

Qt 



AT fKH^a^fHMy [<]W or <i©fci:ib64 wwh fomc 
d^rm pi fafHculmtj^ ar? hqi; witbiq tb« 

iJ^iJuy of <hc hi^raan mind to, pFecJi^. Ao4t 
10 GUI Qfifall QCCjifio»a of caviJ, 1^ it be owi)t4» 

of prophecies* To qualified. 

To evade the force, which this arga- 
nent apparently carriesL with it, it muS: 
then be &kl» That the cocDplctifin of wf 
patticukr prophecy^ aUei%ed^ was fsktr 
tmxomj oty what vee caU^ a lucly bii. 

£c] Socrates foretold that he (havdd ^^ <z)u/r^'^ x$nr . 
cjp^/i and the event followed, — Eft <^ud Flatontm So* 
crates^ cum tjjet in cufioitd tuUica^ dicens Critgnifuo fa' 
miliatUi fihi ftft tertium t&m effh morrcn^m'^quod^ tit ^ 
dlduntt fic^fcriJbit^t CMntigiJft, [CJB. <te'Div* Li, c..2|#j 
l^us foretold th^ he ihouki fu&r death by critc^ipifm 
[Jpha iii. 14* viii. 28. xii, 3a.] He, likevnle, ibre-' 
tojd that he fliould rif&Jrom the dead^ within three deo^s 
iifter his crucifixion. [Johnii. 19. Mat!th«xii« 39, 40J] 
v^TKc firft of die& prediftion3 mishit \^ % ff^i^vs 
^pnjedh^re. Can it be faid of fuch, aa the /■utf lajt^ 

434^urium^ ratio eft^ et conjeSiur^ fitturi t 

Ovid, Trift. J. t v5i. iip 

.« Coin- 
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9$ 7 he g€fier4ilJfptmmt from pKi^Hzev: 

^ Coincideocies of this (on^ wc may be 
cold, are very frequent* lo the ceafelefs 
revolution of human afikirs, fome event or 
other will be turning up, which may give 
a countenance to the wildeft and moll ha- 
2ardous conjedure. Hence it is, that every 
groundlefs fear^ every dream^ almoft, has 
the appearance of being realized by (bme 
correfponding accident ; which will not be 
Img in occurring to thofe, who mtc upon 
the watch to make fuch difcoveries. Upon 
thefe grounds, the fuperftition of mens 
hath, at all times, been able to fuftain it- 
f^ ; and to acquire a degree of credit, 
even with wife men. We fee, then, that 
chance J in a good degree, fupplies the place 
of infpiration : and that He, who fcts up 
for a Prophet, is likely to drive a fafe, as 
well as gainful trade ; efpecially, if he have 
but the difcretion not to deal too freely in 
precife defcriptions oi times ^ znd ferfons [d] : 

[/) Hoc (i eft in librisj in quern tominemf et ia qutd 
Un^us efti Catlidi enim, qui ills compofuir, perfed^ 
ut» quocldunque acx:idiilet, pracdl(5tum videretur, Ifpmim 
mum tt temforum definitioni fublatU'^^ixA^ in difoedit dF 

aooiH 
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a c6nfideration, of great moment to the 
men of this craft [e ] •, and which hath hot 
been overlooked by thofe3 whom wc account 
true prophets/* 

Such libertine reflexions, as thefe^thnown 
out with an air of negligent ridicule, have 
too often the eflFe£t intended by them. At 
$he fame time, they difguft fober men, 
and are thought too light and trivial to 
deferve a confutationi But> becaufe I take 
thefe fuggeftions^ with whatever levity, or 
(difingenuity, they may be made, to con* 
tain the whoIe> or at lead, the chief 
ilrength of thq infidel caufe, on this fub« 
jeft, I (hall not decline to give them a very 
ierious anfwer. 

It is true, no doubt, ^ what is here 
alledged. That the conjectures of fanciful 

the Sibylline oracles [DeDk;. 1. ii, p« 29 j, foU Lutet. 
1 ^65] : hoyr far applicable to the fcriptural prophecies, 
will be ieen in its place. 

[«j Ala To Z>kt)q iTrai kyt,i^ii^ ^Tutrloy, iha, tuv ytwv t3 

^^ayfM^ hiyaciv ei jKa/Ifi;. And again—*? XC" 
lio}Syotf M «P{o^o(»^oy)«i w^ti. Ariilot. Rhet. 1. iii. c. V. 

Vol. L H or 
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or dcfignitig mcft^ whether grounded ofi 
taibal I}gAs> or defivered \h the dlreft ^vf 
of pfOphecy, have beert frequently verified 
in the events: that is^ fuch events havt 
aftualty come to pais^ in the ienfe put 
upon the Jlgtn^ when it Was obfenredy and 
\ti the literal fehft rai the pr^eiy^ as deli^ 
rercd. Hiflfbry and conamoU fife^ it i& 
Sfegreed^ abound in fuch initances [/] : and 
I Aiill even make no ^ruple to produce 
me of each foit ; as much, at leafi^^ ih 
the purpofe of thefe ob^e^ors^ as any of 
thofe, which tfa^y hav^ pFbduced for tbem^ 
feives. 

NotUng k more farholA th d^e aRna& 
of antient Rome, than the ftory of RomtN 
lus^ and Mb TWki.V£ V^LTukE^ ; an 0men 
thiS) oil which t)ie aufpiciou^ name of tl»e 
riilng city^ and the fortune of its founder^ 



£/} PermuUoruoi exemplorum et noApa plena eft 
fe^ublica, et omnia regna> omoelque p(^uli>: cun^be- 
<}ue grates, augurum praedi^is multa incicdibiliter rem 
cecidiiS^ Cicr dc !«£• U ii* pr 337* 

were. 
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wefd^ at once, cftablilhed [g\. Wliat fur* 
ther conftrudion was then pot on this pro« 
digy^ doth not appear : but^ as the fcienca 
of attgury advanced in iucceeding times, 
a very mementous and ftriking }>rophec]r 
was ^reimded upon it. For we have it 
affirmed [h]^^ on the high amhority of 
M, T» Varro, that Vcttius Vakps, an 
augur of diftinguiihed name in thofe dayis, 

[l*] Certabant, urbem Romania Reroonnnnerocuent 
OmniW c&ra viris, ucer eilet indupenii^r. 

• «••«• i« 

Ceduat de coelo ter quatuor corpora fiuiSa 
Aviuniy prsepetibus fefe, pulchrifque logs dan^ 
ConMcit inde iibi data Romulus effe priora, 
Aui{ttcio legni ftabilita fcamna Iblumque. 

Cid. de Div. 1. 1« c. ^%* 
[hi QjJot fscula urU Romae debeantur, dicere meufi 
non eft : fed, quid apud Varronem legerim, no4 tace- 
bo. Qm4ibio Antiquitatum duodevicefimo ait, fuiiie 
Vettittia Romae in augurio non ignobilem, ingenio 
magno, cuivk do^ in difceptando parein ,- eum fe 
audifTe (Ucentem : Si ita eilet, ut traderent hiflorici. de 
Romuli urbis condends aiiguriis, ac duodecim *vulturi* 
bus; .qudi]$d!n exx aanos incolumis praeteriidlbt po« 
pulus Romanus, ad miUe et ducentos perventurum, 

CsNso&iNU^ de die natrfi, c. xvii'. p»-97* 
Cantab. 1695. 

H 2 took 
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took occafion from this circumftance (and 
in the hearing of Varro htmfelf) to fix the 
duration of the Roman empire. The 
TWEtvs vutTVitES^ he faid^ which ap* 
petred to Romulus, p9rtendedy that the 
ibvereignty of that Hate and city, whofe 
foundations he was then laying, Ifaould con* 
tinue for the fpace of twelve hundred 
YEARS. It is of no moment to inquire, 
on what, principles of his art the learned 
augur proceeded, in this calculation. The 
Ti^uTH is, that the event cerrefponded, in 
a^furprifing manner^ to the conje&ure; and 
that the majtfiy of the weftern empire (of 
which Rome was the capital) did^ indeed^ 
empire under the mercilefs hands of the 
'Coths^ about the time limited by this au- 
. gufal prophet* 

It (houtd, furiher, be obferved that tfak 
jprediftiori was of fuch credit and notoriety, 
as to take the attention of the later Romans 
themieWes [/], who looked with anxiety for 

{i] Hence Sidoaius,, in perfonatmg the city of Rome, 
m^es her silk— 

the 



ikt accomplilhtpent of it : and that it was 
delivered by Valens, at leaft fve imdr^ 
ytar$ before the event ; ' when there was 
not the leaft appearance^ that this cataftro* 
phe would befall, 'what was .c^led^ the 
BTERNAir CITY, withifi tfeat period. 

This is an inftante of divination from 
augury. The other, I am about to give, 
is a pp^pbecyy in full form ; refpeding a 
ftill more important fubje£t, and equally 
accompliihed in theev>ent» A poet, in the 
ideas of paganiim, was a prophet, too* 
And Seneca [k'\ hath left us, in pi:opf of 
the infpiratioa to which, in his double ca« 

Quid, rogO| Uf fivo mihi tmUure Thulcus anifpex 

Sidon. Carm*.idu j[^* 
And ag^Dy addreffing himfelf to cbe &me city. 
Jam proptB fata tui hijfemt nndturii aias 
Complebant (fcis naoKjue tuos, tds^Rtma^ laboies.) 

Ibi ver. 358, 
And, before him, Claudian, to the lame purpoie ^^ 
Tunc reputant annos, iHterc^to^ue valatu 
f^idturis, incidunt propcratu fecula metis, 

B. G, ver. itx. 
{i] Medea, rcr. 374. 

H 3 p3<^5*yt 
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^aclty, he iftight pfctfcnd, the following; 
erack : 

**— — venient anciis 
Sccula fetis, quibus Occanus 
Vincula rcnim laxct, ct ingens 
Fateat tciltiB, Tiphyfquc novo« 
Detegat t^rbes ; nee fit terris 
Ultima Thule. 

This prediftion w^s made in the rcign 
toJF Nero-i and, for more ihM fimfeiv bwh 
A-ed yean, might only paTs for one of 
thdfe fallks of imaginatitm, in vriiich poctrj' 
fe much delights. But, when, at length, 
ift the dofc of tht fifteenth centuiy, d« dif- 
covcries of Columbus had realized this 
vifion : when that enterprizing navigator 
had forced the barriers of the vaft At- 
lantic ocean ; had ladfenedj what the jtoet 
calls, the chain of things ; and in thefe latir 
^ges [i], as was exprefsly fighified, had fet 
at liberty tjti immenfe cobtinent, fliot up 
before ih ^Ttirrounding Teas from the com- 
merce and acqtraintance of our woild; 

when 



'when this event, I fa^^ fo ipnportant ao4 
io uoexpeded, came to«pafs^ \% might aU 
moft (iurprize one into the beli^f^ that th^ 
prediction wa^ fometbing more than a poe* 
deal fancy ^ and that jtfeaven )iad, ipdee^^ 
revealed to one favpured Spaniard^ what i( 
had decreed^ in djue dnie, to accompliOi 
by another. 

These t^o inftances of cafual con* 
je^liure^ converted by time and accident 
pnto prophecies, I (hall take for granted^ 
^re as remarkable, as apy other that can 
be alledged. Cicero, in his firft book of 
^Divinations where h^ laboured to aflert the 
reality pf fuch a power in the pagan world. 
Was able (o produce patting equal, or com* 
parable to them^ We have the fuUeft 
evidence! Jth^t thefe two predictions were 
jd^livered by the perfons, to whom they are 
Scribed ; ^nd in the tiooie, in which they 
are faid to have been delivered, that is, 
many hundred yew^ before the event. 
They, both of them, relpefl: events of the 
^eateft digni^ and itpportance: one of 

H 4 them^ 
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them^ the downfal of the mightieji empire^ 
that hath hithertcr fubfiAed on the face tf 
the earth ; and the other, the difcovery of 
a new wtfrld. Both, exprefs the time^ when 
thefe extraordinary events were to happen : 
the tatter^ by a general defcription, indeed, 
yet not more general, than is frequent in 
the fcriptural prophets ; but the former^ in 
the moft precife and limited terms. In a 
word, both thefe predidioqs are authentic^ 
important, circumftantial : they foretell 
events, which no human fagacity could 
have forefcen 5 and they have been ftridly 
and properly fulfilled. 

Now, if fuch coincidencies, as thefe^ 
do not infer divine infpiration ; if^ not- 
withftandirig all appearances to the contrary, 
it mod ftill be allowed (as it will, on all 
fides) that they were fimply fortuiious, or 
what we call the effefts of hazard' and pure 
chance, by what characters (hall we dif- 
tinguifh genuine, from pretended, prophe- 
cies ; or in what way fliall it be difcovered, 
that the fcriptural prophets ipake by the 

fpirit 
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fpirit of God J when rfiefe pagan diviners 
could thus prophecy -J by their own fpirit ? 

To this objeftion, put with all the force 
which I am able to give to it, I reply di- 
redly. That the diftinftion, fo importu- 
nately demanded, may very eafily and 
clearly be aflTigned. 

• Hone or two fuch prophecies, onfy^ had 
occurred in our fcriptures ; if even feveral 
fuch had occurred in the whole extent of 
thofe writings, and in the large cotnpafs 
of time they take up, without defcending 
to a greater detail than is exprefled in thefe 
pagan oracles -, nay, if a greater number ftill 
of fuppofed predidions, thus generally de- 
livered in the facred writings, had been ap* 
plicable only to fingle independent events,' 
difperfed indifferently through the feveral 
ages of the world : In all thefe cafes, I 
Ihould freely admit, that . the argument 
from prophecy was very precarious and un- 
iatisfa£tory : I could even fuppofe, with 
the deriders of this argument, that fo many, 
and fuch prophecies, fo direded^- might 

not 
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not improbably be accounted for, from 
fome odd conjuncture of circumftances { 
and that the accomplilhment of them did 

^ by no means infer a certainty of in- 
fpiration. 

But, if now^ on the other hand, it b( 
indifputable^ That a vaft variety of prcr 

. did ions are to be found in the fcriptures of 
the Old and New Te(tainent; That a great 
^x% of ch^ predi<^ions are delivered with 
fhe utmo(l di(gree of miput^nefs and parr 
ficularityi and, l^l/i "^^^X all of tbenit 
ii^hether general or particular, reiped one 
/common fubjc^, and profcfe tQ have, or 
40 expert, their completion in one cojiv 
jieded fcherne of things^ and^ upon the 
matter, in one fingle perfon : On this latter 
fuppofuion, I muft ftill think, that ther? 
is great rpafon to admit the divine infpira- 
:tion of fuch prophecies, whei} fpen to bfs 
.fulfilled. 

To convert this fuppofition into a proof, 
M not within the fcope and purpofe of 
this Lc(5lure. The work hath been un- 

dcrtaken 
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deitakf^n and diicharged by many others : 
CMT, it may be fufficient, in io clear a polot, 
to refer you diredly to the Scriptures 
thendfelves ; which no nian.can read wkh^ 
out feeing, that the prophecie$» contained 
jfl thMi, are extremely numerous — thai 
^any of thefe prophecies are minutely cif^ 
cumftantial — and that one perfi:^^ whoever 
he bty is the principal objed: of them a}!. 
My concern, at prefent, is only to flicw^ 
that, if the ibppoiition itfelf be well fbmid* 
led, the inference ^ juft now mentioned, is 
tightly made. 

J • Fidl, then, if die prophecies in A/t 
Pld and New Teftament bp yery numer- 
ous, and if thole, prophecies, fo many of 
them, I mean, as are alledgi^d in this con- 
-. troverfy with unbelievers, have had a rea- 
fonable complcrion (and I have a right tq 
make this laft fuppofifion, when the que- 
fiion is concerning the account to be given 
of fuch a faft) : If, I fay, we argue from 
thefe two aflumptions, it muft appear high- 
ly credible and probable, that fo numerous 

prophe- 
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prophecies, fo fulfilled, had not their orf* 
gin from human conje&ure, nor tbeir ac« 
comptifliment from wh^t we call, Chance. 
For mere conjefture is not ufually fo hap- 
py; nor chance, fo conftant [f9|^|. Fur- 
ther ftill ; if the fcriptural prophecies iiave 
been completed in numerous inftances, and 
if in no inftance wbatfoever can it be clear^^ 
ly fhewh that they have failed in the events 
the pnefutpption is ftill ftronger^ that fuch 
coincidence could not be fortuitous; and 
a material difierence between fcriptural 
prophecy, and pagan divination is, at the 
iame time, pointed out. For, that, in the 

{ml Cafuy inquis. Itane vero quicquam' poteft eflb 
cafu fadum, quod omnes habet in fe numeros Teri- 
tatisf Quatuor tali ja6ti, cafu Veneneum efficionf, 
Num etiam centum VcQereos, fi cccc taiof jeoeris, ctf/ft 
futuros putas ? DeDi'u, 1. i. p. 259. Lateft. x ^6^.-^ 
Had the fuppoied ca(e been fairly applied to the fMbjed, 
there had been an end of the difpute; as may appear 
from the pitiful anfwer, made in the next book to this 
reafbning — dixiili multa de cafu : ut. Venereum ja<:i 
poffe cafu, quatuor talis jai^^is : quadringentis, centum 
Venereos non poffe cafu confiflerc, PrimQm, nescio, 
CUR NON possiNT,— Was this, Ijke a philofopher? 

multitude 
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' inultitude of pretended oracles in the days 
of paganifm, fomc few only Ihould come 
to pafs, while the generality of them fdl 
to the ground, may well be the fport of 
fortune [»]. But, that very many prophe- 
cies, recorded in our fcriptures, have had 
an evident completion, when not one of 
all thofe, there recorded, can be convided 
of impofture, muft furely be the work of 
defign. 

The argument cannot be denied to have 
real weight, though the expreflion of all 
the prophecies were allowed to be generaL 
But this t;s, by no means, the cafe. It is fur* 
ther a0umed, and is evident to all that have 
read the Scriptures, that a great number 
of them are delivered with the utmoft de- 
gree of minutenefs and particularity. And^ 
from this aflumption, I infer, 

[«] Multa vera, inquit^ eyadere. Quid, quod muho 
plura, falfa ? N6nne ip(a varietas, quae eft propria for- 
tunae, fortcmam ei!e cauiam, non natunun, docet? 
J>i D/o^, Lii. p. 29 J. This, methinks, looks like 
fcnfe. 

2. Secondly, 



n 
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2. Secondly, that the accomplilhmcnt of 
prophecies 9 fo circumftantially defined, caa 
ftill lefs be imputed to mere chance* 

Without doubt, if all the prophecies 
concerning the Meffiah had been pienned 
in the ftyle of the firft — that the feed of^be 
ivotnan jhould bruife the ferpent^s bead-^ 
though even then there might be reafon 
for applying rfiem, exclufively , to the per-^ 
ion of Chrift, yet, the evidence, that they 
were intended to be fo applied, would have 
been much obfcurcd by the mode of ex* 
preflion ; the wide cover of which might 
feem to afford room for other applications* 
But when, to this general prophecy, the 
theme of all fcrccecding ones, it is further 
added. That this feed of the woman, fhoiM 
be the* feed of Abraham ; of the tribe of 
Jfuda-, of the family of David; that he 
ihauld be born at Bethlehem; that he 
ihould appear in the world at a time^ M^ 
mited by certain events, and even precifely 
determined to a certain period :^—^when> 
after a particular defcription of his life and 

office^ 
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6(^ce, it is faid of him, tha€ he Ihould M 
betrayed by an ihtitnute friend ^ and fold 
for a price, exadly fpecified; that ht 
Ihould fuffer a particular kind of death; 
fhould have his hands and feet pierced ; 
Ihould have vinegar given him to drink ; 
and ihould be buried in the fepulchre of t 
rich man — with innumerable other parti- 
cularities of the like nature [^] — ^When all 
this, I fay, is confidered ; the improbabi- 
lity, that thefe fpcific charafters fliould 
A^cet in the fame perfon by cbanctj is 9> 
jgreat, that a reafonable man will feared 
Venture on fo hazardous a pofition. 

3. Still this is not all. Were we aifc 
liberty to apply even numer^uSj and ciraim^ 
fiantial prophecies, to any perfoift, ind^ 
ier«rtly,.whom they might fuit, and to anif 
events, indifcrimtnaftely^ to which they might 

\o\ See the ancient apoldgiils, who arefrequent aod 
lar^'on this fuhje^ ; and, of the moderns, fee efpeci* 
ttlly HUctii Dem. Evong. Pttf. IX.— Biftiop KiddcA 
Jhm.^fthe-Mfjpah c»ii. p, I7y 18. London, 1726, foL 
r-Dr,i Cla^ke*8 imidettees-ef Nat. andReVk Religtm.^ 
P^fies'de tt. Pafial, p, loS, 

correlpond^ 
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correfpond, fought out at large in the 
hiftory of mankind, the force of the ar« 
gument for defign in fuch prophecies, miglit 
in good meafure be eluded. But, when 
we reflect oil what, in part, hath appeared 
under the lail article, that all the fcriptural 
predidions profefs to refpeft one certain 
fcheme of things -, run in the line of one 
people ; and point ultimately at one perfon, 
whofe country, and family, and age, and 
birth-place are exadly defined \ the appli<>* 
cation of them is fo limited and reftrained» 
that, if they fuit at all^ there is fcarce a 
poflibrlity of excluding adual foi:efight, 
and intention. 

Let me, further, obferve^ that, as, upoifl 
this idea of a confined, conneded, and de- 
pendent fcheme, in the prophecies, the de- 
tedlion of impofture, if there be any, is 
much facilitated ; fo, on the other hand, if 
the prophecies can be fairly applied in this 

. way; not only the prefumption, that they 
were given to be fo applied, is much in^ 

' creafed, but a clearer infight into the fc9pe 

aod 
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and meaning of them^ is obtained. For, 
in a fyftem of prophecy, direfted to one 
and the fame general end, preceding pro- 
phecies prepare the way for interpret- 
ing thofe that follow, and every fuc- 
ceeding prophecy reflefts fome light on 
thofe that went before. Thus, the ge- 
neral evidence, arifing from this fpecies 
of argument, is, in all ways, augmented ; 
while we fee, that lefs room is left to 
chance in verifying the more clear and 
direft prophecies, and that frefh light is 
let in upon fuch as are more ambiguous 
or obfcure. 

It is faid, that many paifages in the 
prophets are applied to Jefus, on very 
flight grounds. This would be true, if 
the prophetic fcriptures, like the pagaii 
. oracles, had no determinate fcheme in 
view, and had, for their objedt, only de- 
tached and unconne&ed events. But, on 
this fcriptural principle, that one com*- 
men purpofe is in the contemplation of 
that divii^ fpirit, which didhted all thofq 

Vot. I. I writings^ 
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writings^ That is exfrejfed^ which is barely 
Intimated ^ and every applicable prophecy 
is rightly applied : whence it is, that evea 
fecondary prophecies have, in the lyftcm 
of revelation^ alt the light and force of the 
primary ; as, in a former difcourie, hath 
Dcen obferved. 

This aflertioD, I know» may (lartle fuch 
perfons^ as have not attended to the genius 
of the prophetic writings, or to that gene- 
ral harmony of defign and declination, 
which makes their diftinftive character: 
but it may be rendered familiar to us by 
reflcfting on the manner^ in which we 
interpret other writings, fomewhat fimilar 
to thefe* 

It is generally fuppofed, and on good 
grounds, that Virgil wrote his ^neid 
with the view of doing honour to the 
perfon and government of Auguftus. But^^ 
the fubjeft of his work being taken frono 
a. former age, this was either to be done, 
by introducing his encomiums un<i!er the 
form of ^rophetics^ or by conveying thein 

indire/lly 
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indir^^lly in allufive defcripttons and what 
w€ call, fecondary applications. - The poet 
hath employed both thefe methods, with 
fuccefs. The purpofe of his prediSions is 
clear ; for in them the emperor is exprefly 
named : and the ableft critics make no 
fcruple of applying to Auguftus all thofe 
paffages in this poem^ which, however 
ihey may refpeft, immedititely, other per- 
fons, are yet c}early feen to be applicahU to 
Him. 

. W? have toother inftance of the fame 
forti at home. Oyr Spenfer wrote his 
(iaipous poem^ to illuftrate thp virtue^ and 
feign of Queen Elizabeth. This we know 
from Himfelf. Though his fcene, there* 
fore, l?e laid in Faery Land, yet, when* 
j^ver we find hi^ fictions agreeing to tha 
pillory of that princefs, or the charadler^ 
of his knights e^qpreflive of thofi: virtues, 
which diftinguilhed'the great perfons of 
her court, we make no' doubt of applying 
them in that way, or of the poet's intend- 
ing that they (hould be fo applied. , Thefe 

I 2 appli- 
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applications would not be equally juftifiable 
in other works of fancy, written in that 
tim^ i, but the knowledge, we have of the 
author's general purpofe in writing, makes 
them reafbnable in this. 

It may appear from thefe examples [pj^ 
that, whenever a general fcheme is known 
to be purfued by a writer, whofe real or 
aflumed character gives him a right to 
deal in fecondary fenfes and prophetic anti* 
cipations, that fcheme becomes the true 
key, in the hands of his reader^ for unlock- 
ing the. meaning of particular parts ; of 
many parts, which would otherwife not 
be. feen clearly and diftindly to t^fer to 
fuch fcheme. The obfervation applies to 
the infpired writers, in all its force. We 
underftand, that they had one common 
and predominant fcheme in view, which 
yiZB.to bear teftimany to Jefus* Their writ- 

[p] I take tbefe examples to be more In point, than 
tbofe given by Blfhop Butler in his Analogyy ?• IL 
c. vii. p. 386. Loud. 1740:' ttOt but thofe, tod, have 
their weight, 

ings 
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iflgs are, then, to be interpreted in confor- 
mity to that fcheme. Not only the more 
diredt prophecies require this interpreta- 
tion ; but, if we will judge in this, as we 
do in other fimilar inftances, whatever paf- 
fages occur in thofe writings, which bear 
an apt and eafy refemblance to the hiftory 
of Jcfus, may, or rather muftj in all rea- 
fonable conftruftion, be applied to him. 

Whence we fee (to mention it, by the 
way) that, if no prophecy in the Old 
Teftament had applied to Chrift diredlly 
in its primary fcnfe, Chriftianity^ might, 
yet, fupport itfelf on the evidence of pro- 
phecy. For the evidence, arifing from a 
fecondary fcnfe of prophecies, is real evi- 
dence; and was certainly admitted, as 
fiich, by that great man [j], whofe miftakes 
on this fubjed have offered the occafion of 
£:> much vain triumph to infidelity* 

Fancy, no doubt^ may grow wanton in 
this fort of applications. It may find, in 
the prophet or poet, what was never de- 

[y] Grotius, 

I 3 figned 
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fign^d by either : but^ in the circUmftantes . 
fuppofed, ihe ievcreft reader will not denjr^ 
that much was probably defigned by both. 
It is impoflible to lay down general rules^ 
that (hall prevent all abufe in the ihterpre* 
taci<m ^ fuch writioga. But good fenfe 
will eafily fee^ in particular cafes, where 
this liberty of interpreting is, in fuS^ 
abufed. 

It is obvious to remark, that thiy ufe of 

prophecy doth not commence, till the cor* 

refponding fads can be produced : that i!^^ 

till thf prophecies are feen to be fulfilled. 

But this circumftance is ho difcredit to the 

prophetic fyftem-, which pretends not to 

give immediate conyidiion^ but to lay in, 

beforehand, the means of convidion to fuch 

as Ihail be in a condi|;ion to cpfaipare, in 

due time, the predidion with the event. 

Till then, propheqr fervcs only to raife a 

general expeftation of the event predided ; 

that is, it ferVps to make men attentivis 

and inquifitive, and to prepare them for 

that full convidion, which it finally hath 

m 
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in view. And this fervice, the prophecies 
of th^ Old Tellament a^ually did tfaf 
Jews, who were led by them to expedt 
the Melliahy when he, in faft, appeared 
among them. Anc^ had they purfued 
this reafbnabie method of interpreting the 
prqphecies, not by their prejudices, but 
by correfponding events^ they mull hav^i 
been further led to acknowledge his, 
million, as being evidently attefted by 
prediAions, fo fulfilled* But tb^ir capi* 
tail miftake lay in fuppbfing, that their^ 
prophecies were fufficiently clear, with- 
out the help of ^ny comment from fuc- 
teeding events ; and thus, what they could 
not fee beforehand, they would not ac-^ 
knowledge, when thefe events came to 
pafs. 

It follows from what hath been faid« 
fh$t the oblburity of the Jcwifti prophe- 
cies concludes nc4:hing againft the ufi 
of thofe writings, or againfl: the app^- 
catitff of them^ which Chriftians now make.' 

I 4 Their 
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Their declared ufe is pofterior to the fafts, 
they adumbrate ; >vhence the intervening 
obfcurity of thofc writings is no juft 
ground of complaint : 9od the applicatipn 
of them to Jcfus,^now that hiftpry hath 
taught us to underdand them better, is 
made on principles^ to which no fober man 
can objed. 

On the whole, the general evidence for 
the truth of Chriftianity, as refuking from 
the fcriptural prophecies, though poffibly 
not tbat^ which fpme may wiQi' or expert, 
is yet apparently very cpnfiderable, Sgm^ 
eoincidencies might fall out;^ by accident i 
and more might be imagined. But when 
Jo many^ and fucb prophecies are brought 
together^ and compared with their corre- 
ipbnding events, it becomes ridiculous (be* 
caufe the cff^& is, in no degree^ propor- 
fioned to the caufe) to fay of fuch eoin- 
cidencies, that they are thp creatures of 
fancy^ or co^l4 have been the worl^ of 
cbance. 

The 
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The text fupplics the only juft account 
of fuch a phaenomenon : and the fpirit of 
God, nmethinks, calls aloud to as, in tbe 
language of his fon — Tbe/e things have I 
t old you before they come^ that when they come 
to pafs^ ye may bdieve^ that I am H£« 
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Projpliccics concerning Chrift's 

F I R S T C O M I N e. 



Isaiah xliU 9^ 

Behold, the former things are come to pafs, 
and new things do I declare : before they 
Spring for thy I tell you of them. 

THE preceding difcourfes were dc- 
figned, to open the general idea^ of 
prophecy 5 and to enforce the general ar^ 
gument from it, in proof of our hoiy 
Religion. 

The way being thus far cleared^ wc now 
advance a Hep farther^ and take a nearer 

Vf9W Oi^THE PROPHECIES THEMSELVES. 

Thefc 



"Theft {)n^>heck6 tiidy ht con^idered^ 
tinder iw^ hcida. They cither re^>cft,' 
thi pirfm ^ni tbaraSer and office "of the 
Mtffiah ; of, the fate and fortunes of that 
tif^doin, v^hich he came to eftabltfli in the 
Wbrld. 

Ptvihes call the former of tbcfe, Prophe- 
6ife8 of his iFiksT xroMiNc: aftd the other^^ 
Prophecies of his second. Only, it tnay 
be proper to obferve. That ih^fecond ad- 
vent of the Mefliah is not, Kke the ^rjt; 
^confined to one fingle and precife period; 
but k gradual and fuccefiive. This dif- 
tindioH is founded in the reafon of the 
thing. He could only come, in ferfoH^ 
at one limited time. He conies, in his 
f&wer and bis providence^ through all agei 
df the church. His^^ir;^ coming was then 
otfer, when he expired on the crofs. His 
fitondj commenced with his rcfurreftion, 
Itnd will continue to the end of the world. 
So that this laji coming of Jefus is to be 
undcrftodd of h\s fpiritual kingdom \ which 
Is not one a£l of fovercignty, exerted at 

once I 
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once ; but a date or conftitution of govern-? 
menCy fubfiftmg through a long traft of 
time, unfolding itfelf by^juft degrees, and 
comings as oft, as the condudor of it thinks 
fit to interpofe by any fignal a£ts of hi^ 
adminiftration. And in this fenfe, we are 
directed to pray, fhai bis kingdom^ though 
long fince fet up, may come ; that is, ma)^ 
advance through all its ftages, till it ar^ 
rive at thafe full (late of glory, in which 
it (hall (hine out in the great day^ as it i^ 
' called, the day of judgment. 

It will be feen, as we advance in the 
piefent inquiry, to what ufe this diftinc* 
tion ferves. . . 

The former fet of prophecies are pre« 
fumed to have had their completion, \s\ 
the hiftory of Jefus j The latter fet, have; 
had, or are to (ind, their accompli(bment,» 
in the hiftory of his Religion *y and of 
THESE only, it is the purpofe of this 
Lcdure to fpeak: 

But though the prophecies of Chrifl;-$ 
firjl coming (fo largely and accurately con- 

fider^d 
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fidcred by many great writers) be not the 
immediate fubjeft of our inquiry, yet they 
• muft not be wholly overlooked by us. It 
^ill contribute very much to reftify and 
enlarge our ideas of the divine condud, 
in this whole difpenfation of prophecy, and 
to make way for that conviftion, which 
the prophecies of Chrift*s fecond coming 
were intended to give, if we flop a while 
to contemplate the method and csconomy of 
that prophetic fyftem, by which the firfi 
advent of the Mefllah was announced and 
prepared. 

It is affumed, as a 6rfl: principle on this 
fubjeft, That Jefus was the ultimate end and 
objeSi of all the prophecies [a] : which begin- 
ning from the foundation of the world [^J, 
were, afterwards, occafionally delivered 
through many ages; till at length this 
great purpofe was profecuted more intently, 
by a continued and clofely- compacted chain 
of prophecy ; as we fee, firft, in the patri- 
archal hiftory, but^ chieHy; in the hiftory 

[tf] Serm, lit \}] *An^ «»«yof, Luke i. yo* 

of 
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joi the Jewiih ftate. For^ wjieo this peo^ 
pie were feledted from the other nations^ 
to anfwer many wife ends of providence k 
pleafcd God to inftitute a form of govefo* 
ment for them, which qoyjd not fub6ft 
without his frequent interpofition j maQi** 
fefted in fuch a way a^ might convini^e 
them^ that th^y were yn(ier the aifiius)! 
and immediate cgnduA of their divine 
ibvereign. Hence, it became a part of 
this fmgular qecooomy> to be adminjflered 
}a the way of Prof bee/ \ by ^hicb it would 
be feen that the hand of God i^a? upon 
them in aU their morf Import^t cw- 
cerns. 

Upon this baH^ of an i^traor4ini{ry priyii^ 
4encej the Jewjfh government ^oq4* ^n4 
%ve are now to fee in what manu^ the pr^** 
phytic fpiritj fo efl^^ntial tQ that polity^ 
was employed. 

; I, Firft, we may ebfervet thfttt bjr 
jp:iaans of this provifiOQ fox their civil 
regimen, w ^pt arid commodious w^ 

was opened for carrying on the diyine 
. " ' councils. 
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councils, ia regard to 5^'^* ^^ whoniji 
indeed > the Law itfelf was to be fulfilled^ 
JFor, while the civil affairs of the Jewlfh 
people furmOaed the occafion and fubltance 
of their prophecies, the divine wifdoTOf 
tl)at infpired the prophets, fo contrivedji 
as that their religious concerns ihouldj^ 
alfo> be exprefled, or implied in them^ 
The general theme of the prapbetj wa$ 
ibme temporal fuccefs or calanf)icy of th9 
Jewifh ftate : the fecret purpoie (^ the iu^ 
fprer was,^ occafionally at lead, and whcfl 
he faw fit, to predict the fpiritual kingdom 
of the MeffiahM^ 

We have* innumerable. ini^a>ces of (hi^ 
fort in the Jewifli prophets ; but few, men; 
ren>arkable than that of liaiah's propheipyi 
addrefled to Ahaz, king of Judah, con<> 
cerning his deliverance from the two kingf 

• [c\ T^is ufe and intent of prophecy was feen, and ad^ 
opdrably expreded, by the great M, B^d-^^ Ix» pro» 
^Ctk9 ioQt melees de prQpl)eties particulieres, et de 
celles^du Melfie, afin que Its prophetieg du Meilie ne 
fulTent pas fans /r^«;<zw, et que les propheties particu<» 
Keres ae 4>^^t j>a9'raH«^«;V* iVx/?^/, p.^tir - <: 

i .. • of 
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of Samaria and Damafcus. In the primafy, 
but lower fenfe of this prophecy, the fign 
given was to aflure Ahaz9 that the land of 
Judsa fhould fpeedify be delivered from its 
two Royal invaders. But it had likewife 
another^ and more important purpofe. The . 
intrbdudUon of the prophecy, the lingular 
ilrefs laid upon it, and the exaft fenfe 
of the terms, in which it is exprefled, make 
it probable, in a high degree, that it had 
(bme fuch purpofe: and the event hath 
clearly proved, that the fign given had a 
refpeA to the miraculous birth of Chrift, 
and to a deliverance much more moment* 
ous than that of Ahaz from his prefent 
diftrefsful fituation — Hear ye now^ O housb 
OF David — Tbe Lord bimfelf Jball give 
you a fign \ Behold j a virgin Jhall conceive^ 
and bear a Son^ and fttall call bis name Im-^ 
manuel. Ifaiab^ vii. 13, 14. Admit that 
thefe words are capable of being explained, 
in fome fort, of the cbild now given to be 
a (ign, to the King of Judaea, of his de« 
liverancc within two or three years, as er- 

prefled 
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i)feiled in the following verfes ; ftill, who 
kes not that tet-ttis fo emphatical and en- 
ergetic are more properly underftood of an- 
Iftbir child^ to whofe birth and charafter 
they are found, in the event, to be cx- 
adly fuited ? And, if more properly, who 
clan doubt that thefe terms afe nntutalfyy 
that is, reafonably understood of that other 
child, when we confider with what ideas 
the mind of the prophet Vvas ftored, and 
what the ultimate end and objefl: Was, by 
fuppofuion* of the prophet's infpiration ? 
The child pfomifed was a Jign to Ahaz of 
his deliverance j yet a figii too, that is, 4 
typCy to the houfe of David, of another 
delivefaiice, which they expeded^ which 
their prophets had frequently foretold,^ and 
which we have here announced in the 
name of this miraculous child, Immanuel^ 
or eminently, ^be Deliverer. 

There is nothing in this^«[i],. thus 
interpreted, but What is ealy and unforced ; 

[d\ The Loifdhimfey^JbaU gi^yoK afign^ Ilau Tii, 14, 
^-{n^is siON (and the extiaordiltiaty introdu£kion of it. 

Vol* L K I mean. 
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I mean/ if we bear in mind the genios and 
chjira£ber of the Jewiih prophecies* Th^ 
former event, fignified in the propheqr# 
was merely civil:, the latter, concerned the 
ffiritual kingdom of Chrift. They were 
both predicted together : and the preceding 
event, when it came to pafs, was, farther, 

in thewoids quotedi indicates no left) had plainly a re^ 
condite and ctcd complicated meaning ! 

i« As addreiled to ^ifz, it was fimply an Assua^ 
ANCB, that his deliverance from his two great enemies 
was now at hand* 

8* Asiuldreded to the baufe tf Dawd-^^Hearye /mi^, 
O hmtfi <f David'-^ix was a type of ChriiL 

3* It was, f\irther» a token, or pledge, that the re- 
mote deliveiance of die houfe of t^avid by Inunanue^ 
ihould^ hereafter take place, juft as the approaching 
deliverance of Ahaz, l^ the prophetS Son, would b^ 
feentodo* 

4* This fign» when fulfilled in tht: near cv^t, would* 
thenceforward, become a proof, or evidence, that it 
Would be fulfilled in the remote one. 

5* Laftly, in the Anti^rpe, the f^n was a Mia aclv, 
properly (b called* ... 

So eminendy was this Child, a sign ! h^n^ in aS 
the^^iof the word, as. employed by the Jcwifti pro* 
phets ; aad fid all the pwr^Jt>% foir which fij^s mre 
SiveB# 

■ • to 
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to induce an e^cpeSation^ that the other 
event would, in due time> follow. For 

2. Secdndlyj it appears, that, to excite 
attention to thefe spjTKiTUAt predictions, 
more obfcure than the other, and regard* 
ing events more remote, care was taken to 
fecure the authority of the prophet, by the 
completion of his civil predictions in 
events^ diHinAly dilfcribed^ and near at 
hand. Thus, Mofes might be believed by 
the Jews in what he faid, ofafrefbtt to hi 
raifed «/, ih a future age, Hie to himfelfi 
when they faw his" prophetic bleflings and 
curfes upon thlem^ according to their d^^ 
fetts id the land of Canaan^ fo fpeedily 
and fo punAually executed. Thus, too^ 
their prophet, Ifaiafa> might reafonabiy 
expc& to find credit with them, for the 
glorious things predided by him of the 
great deliverer, the Meffiah; when their 
deliverance from the Babylonilh captivity 
was feen fo certainly to verify his predic- 
tion of that event. The prophet himfelf 
exults in this argument, as decifive and 

K a . unaty 
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unanfwerable* Behold^ fays he, in the 
text, fbe former things are come to pafs^ L e. 
the prophecies, I have delivered to, you 
concerning your redemption from the 
Aflyrian bondage will foon be fo exadly 
completed, that I regard them as things 
paft ; and therefore new things do I declare % 
hence I claim your belief of other prophe- 
cies, concerning a much greater redemp- 
tion, to take place hereafter, though there 
be no appearance, as yet, of any caufes 
tending to produce it •, for before theyjpring 
forth^ I tell you of them. And this appears 
to be the gcner^ method of all God's pro* 
phets. • : 

3. With thefe new things, thefe Spiri- 
tual prophecies concerning the J&^ coming 
of th^ Mefiiah, were likewife intermixed 
other prophecies, which ran out b^ond 
that term and prefigured the great events 
of his SECOND coming: and the warrant 
for admitting thefcy would be the comple* 
tion of thi^e- other prophecies, in the per« 

fon 
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fon and fufFcrmgs of Chrift[/]. That 
thffre are fuch prophecies in the Old Tefta- 
ment, will be (hewn hereafter. In the 
mean time, it will not be thought incredi* 
ble, that if Jcfus be indeed the end of the 
prophetic Ycbenie, the revolutions of his 
government fhould be foretold, as well as 
the circumftances of his perfonal appear- 
ance; in other words, that the confum- 
mation of that defign, which providence 
was carrying on, would not be overlooked^ 
when the fieps and gradations of it were 
fo diftinAly noted. For, in any reafonable 
defign whatfoever, the end is firft and prin* 
cipally in view, though the means engage, 
and may feem to engrofs, the attention of 
its author. It will then, I fay, be no fur-^ 
prize to us to find, that prophecy fet out 
with announcing the kingdom of the Mef- 

[^/*] Evii)^ Witrtn rat yttoftam i^ wiila avoiiMtVfMff 
ntu w^) rttf ifAoit}^ 'firpofiilwiiyliif, (MKopltn Si yin&eup 

J. Martye, ApoK I. c. 87. 
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fiah i that it never loft fight of t;bat future 
ceconomy ; and only produced it into 
clearer view, as the feafon approached for 
the introduftion of it. 

Thus much concerning the order and 
method of the Jcwjfh prophecies j in which 
one cannot but adore the profound wifdotn 
of theif author. The civil -prophecies ar^*, 
at once, the vehicle, and the credentials* oi 
ikit fpiritualy concerning the jfirjt coming of 
Jefus ; and tbefe laft, in their turn^ fup-* 
port the crpdit of others, which point ftill 
further at his fecand coming : a fubj^ft| 
more than intimated by the Jegai prophets^ 
but refumed and amply idifptayed by the 
evangelical Whence, we fee, that the 
prophetic fyftem is fo conftrudted, as, i^ 
the prpgrefs and various evolutions of it, to 
illuftrate itfelfi and to aSbrd an internal 
evidence of it$ divinity. One great pur- 
pofe pervades the whole : and the parts, of 
which it confifts, gradually prepare and 
inutually fuftain each other. 

Put 
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But this fubjed, fo curious and itn|)orc* 
Mt^ is nor yet to be difmifled. It re- 
mains to be confidered^ whether chance^ or 
iwfofiurey tan in any degree account for ix^ 
extenfive, fe conneded^ and fo intricate a 
fyftem. 

On the very face of the prophetic fcrip- 
tures it appears, that one ultimate purpofe 
is in the contemplation of all the prophets. 
This purpofe is unfolded by fuccelfive pre^ 
diAions, delivered in diftant times, under 
different circumftances, and by perfons^ 
who cannot be fufpedtcd of a«5}ing in concert 
with each other. It does not appear^ that 
the later prophets always underftood the 
drift of the more antient ; or, that either 
T)f them clearly apprehended the whole 
fcope and purpofe of their own prediftiohs* 
Yet, on comparing all their numerous pro- 
phecies with each other, and with the 
events, in which it is how prefumed they 
fiave had their completion, we find a per* 
fed, harmony and cbnfiftency between 
them. Nothing is advanced by one pro- 

K4 pH 
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phety that is contradicted by another. Ab 
unity of defign is confpicuQps in them all ; 
yet without the leaft appearance of collsfficn^ 
fin^e eack prophet hath hi$ pwi) peculiar 
views^ and enlarges on fa£t:s ^4 circum- 
ftances, unnodced by any other. 

Further ftill, thefe various and fucceffive 
prophecies are fo intimately blended, and^ 
as we may fay^ incorporated w^th ^ch 
other, that the credit pf aU (]epeqds on the 

truth of eachf FqTj thp accompliflimeot 
pf them falling in differen): time$, every 
preceding prophecy becomes furety, as it 
were, for thofe that follow ; and the failurp 
pf any one muft bring c^ifgrace and ruin pa 
aU the reft. 

Theq, again, confider thaf t)ie pr-ophe? 
tic fpirit, which kept operating fo uniform- 
ly and perpetually in what is called the 
former ^e^ ceafcd at that very tjme, whep 
the great objeft, }t had in vipw, was dif- 
clpfed ; vf hen that future cscqnomy, which 
it firft and lad predided, was introduced : 
a ^inie^ (oo^ which was precifely determii^^d 

' " " ■ ■ ' ■ "by 
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hy the old prophets themfelves. Cpuld 
they anfwer for what defign or chance might 
be able to bring about ? Is it credible^ that 
this perennial fount of prophecy, which 
ran fo copioufly from Adam to Chrifi, 
and watered all the^ ages of the JewUh 
churchy fliould ftop, at once^ in (o critic 
Cal a feafon ^ and fliouId never flow again 
in any future age; if fortune^ or fraud, 
or fanaticifm, had difpenfed its ftreams } if 
any thing indeed^ but the hand of God^ 
had opened its fource^ and directed its 
current? 

Nor let it be objeded that a fuccefHon 
of prophets .was interrupted for fome ages 
before the coming of Chrift. It was {o : 
but not^ till preceding prophets had mark* 
ed out the precife time of his coming [|-] ; 
noty till Malachi^ with whom the word 
of prophecy ceafed for a time, had fore* 
told that this interrupted feries fliould be 
refumed and finally clofed by Elijah, the 
laft Jewifli prophet and precurfir of the 

\g1 Ifiiah yn» x6» Daoiel ix« 24* 
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MdEAh [S] % and not, till it had been ek- 
preisly dcdared, that this eclipfcd light of 
prophecy (hould break forth again wkh re- 
doubled luftr«, in the days of the Meffiah[f J. 
Who would not conclude, then, frona Ais 
very ihtermiflion, that prophecy was given, 
I3T withheld, as the wifdom of God or- 
dained, and not as the caprice or policy of 
man dire6led ? 

It may not be pretended, that the age, 
in which prophecy finally ceafed among 
the Jews, will account^ for the fuppreflion 
of this faculty, ^* for that it was an age of 
the grcateft turbulency and diforder, and 
that their ruin and difperfion fobn after 
followed.** This pretence, I fay, is alto- 
gether frivolous. For it was precifely in 
thofe circumftances, that their anticnt pro* 
phets were moft numerous, and their in- 
fpirations moft abundant. It was during 
the calamitous fcafon of their captivities 
that the prophetic power had been moft 

[/?] Mai. IV. ^, Luke xvi, i6« 
[i] Joel ii, 28, 29, 

Cgnally 



fignally cxercifed amoi^ the Jews. And 
BOW, when they were carried captive into 
aU landsy not a fingle prophet arojic, or 
hath acifen to thb day, either for their re-* 
proofs or confolation[i]. 

If it be (aid, ^^ that the pagan oracles 
ceafed, too, about the fame time; "and 
that the fame caufe, namely, the dtffufed 
light and knowledge of the Auguftan age, 
was fatal to both ;" befides, that this difiu* 
^lon of light, for obvious reafons, was not 
likely to afted the Jewifb prophecies, and 
jdid not, , as we certainly know, in any 
degree diiHinifli the credit of them, with 
•that people, the faft itfelf, aflumed in 
the obje&ion, is plainly falfe/ For the 
pagan oracks continued for feveral ages 

\lt\ Is not their cafe exactly delineated by the pro- 

{ihet Ezekiel — MifchiefJbaU com vfion mifchiefy and 

TumQurJhdUbe upon rumour; then Jball they S££K A Vl"* 

sioN OF THE PROPHKT ; i. e. they (hall feek what 

they (hall not find, far the law JhaU perijh from the 

fritfty and council from the antients ; i« e, their ecde* 

fiaftical and civil polity, to which prophecy was an^ 

nexed, (hall be utterly aboUfhed. See Ezekiel yiu 26* 

and compare J/aiah iii« i^ 2. 

after 
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after that of Auguftus; tfaey became left 
frequent, only, as Chriftianity gained 
ground ; and were not filenced, but an^ong 
the laft ftruggles of expiring paganiim [/]• 
So that if the Jewilh prophecies, lik^ 
thoie of the Gentile world, had been the 
ifiiie oi fraudy or fMoiicifm (principles ^ that 
operate at all times, and, with redoubled 
force and adivity, in the dark days of per- 
iecution) one does not fee, why they might 
not have continued to this day among the 
bigoted profeflbrs of that religon* 

Now, put all thefe things together, that 
is. The long duration of the prophetic 
fyftem — the mutual dependance and cloie 
connection of its fcvcral parts — the con- 
fiftency and uniformity of its views, aU 
terminating in one point— 'and the final 
fuppreilion of it (as was likewife foretold) 
at the very time, when thofc views were 
accomplilhed ; confider, I fay, all this, and 
fee, if there be not fomething more than 

[/] See A. Van DalEi De Oracuhrum ethmc^um 

a blind 
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a blind credulity in the advocates for the 
divinity of fuch a fyftem. See, if there be 
any inftance upon record*— of fo numerous 
prophecies — > fo long continued -^ fo inti- 
mately related to each other and to one 
common end — fo apparently verified— and 
lb fignally concluded^ If there be^ I ihall' 
not wpnder at the fufpenfe and hefi ration 
of wife men^ on this fubjed : but if^ on 
the other hand^ no fuch thing was ever 
(een, or heard of^ out of the land of 
Judasa, they muft cxcule us if we incline 
to think their diffidence mifplaced, and 
th^ir fcruples unneceffary, at leaft^ if not 
difingenuous. 

I defcend no farther into a detail on the 
fcriptural prophecies concerning Chrift's 
firjt coming. The immenfity of the fub- 
jedt, and the plan prefctibcd to me in this 
Lefture^ equally reflrain me from this s^t- 
tempt. Obfcurities there may^ and muft 
be^ in fo vaft a fcheme : ObjeSlions may, 
and muft occur to the conftrudion and ap- 
plication of particular prophecies^ But 

let 
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kt anf ferbus nmn take the Kbie into his 
bands ; kt him confider, not all the pro*- 
phecies in that book, but fuch as arc mort 
obvious and in teliigibk; and kt him com)* 
f^ **.**'' pare fuch prophecies^ as he muft acknow- 
kdge, and may, in part at kafl;^ under^ 
ftandy with the faSs^ in which he fees 
dveir completion, orfo far, as he may' 
think \t probable that they have been com-* * V 
pleted ; and I dare be confident that fuch % 
an bquirer will be much firi^k with die 
amount of the evidence from prophecy, in 
fupport of divine revelation. If, indeed^ 
on this general furvey, be find nothing to 
afFe6t him, I fhall not defire him to pu(h 
his refearches into the more fecret and myf- 
terbus prophecies: much lefs, fliall I ad^ 
vife him to wade through that cloud of 
fmaller difficulties, in which the ignorant 
temerity of fbme writers, and the obfcuri 
diUgence of others, hath inv<^ed this, as it 
^fily may any othar, fubjed. 

To SPEAK PLAINLY, the Only confide- 
ration, which to me feems likely to per-* 

pki« 
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A-* 



j^lex &ir and candid minds, is tbi$ 
^^ That the argument from prophecy ia^ 
i^nderftood to be addrefled to thofe^ wfa$i» 
admit the divinity of the Jewi(h IcripliarGSi 
--.thaf the Jews themfelves. were eminent- 

. •* ly in this fituation-?-thati befidca thH ad#. 

f^ vantage, the Jews were better qualified, 
than any others, to int^pret their own^ 
prophecies, and to judgp of their comple** 

j^ tion — and yet, that thefe very men neii 
ther were, an? are convinced by this argu« 



ment." 



Several things are here aiferted, which 
deferve to be explained. I take them in 
an inverted order. 

. L It is.faid, " that the Jews were not^ 
wi are not to this day^ convinced by tht 
argument from prophecy** This allegation 
is in part falfe : for multitudes [m]^ from 
among the Jews, were, in the apofiolic 

* \ 

[/»] The facred text fays— «yr/W/— ©iw^ili, U^lf 

age. 
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age, converted to Chriftianityt and xSMift 
are well known to have Jaid a peculiar' 
ftrefs on this argument. The greater part 
of that people, indeed, diibelieved, and 
have continued to this day in their infi- 
delity. But then let it be confidered, i. 
that wc have an adequate caufe of this 
efieftt in the prejudices of the Jewifli 
nation i prejudices^ of which their whole 
hiftory evidently convifts them« 2. That, 
notwithftanding their rejefbiqii of Jefusj 
they admit the exiftence and authority of 
thofe propheciess which we apply to him 1 
and that they themfelves have conftantly 
applied thefe very prophecies to their ex<* 
peded Meffiah : fo that the queftion be- 
tween us is only this, Whether they, or 
we, rigbily apply them. 3. That their 
perverfe obftinacy in refufing to fubmit to 
the evidence of their prophecies, is itfelf 
foretold by their own prophets. 

; II. But it is further faid, " ibat tbeir 
emtbmiy^ in tbis controverfy^ is greater tban 

curs. 
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ofiTSj for that ibey mufi beft^ under jt and their 
own prcpbeciesj and judge hefi of their com- 

fletion.*^ 

I . I do not perceive on what ground of 
realbn^'this is faid. The old prophecies 
belong to us, as well as to them ; and 
have been confidered with as much dili- 
gence by Chriftian, as by Jewilh expo- 
fitors. Their cuftoms, their hiftory, their 
traditions, are equally known to both par- 
ties. Their very language hath been ftu^ 
died by Ghriftians with a care, not inferior 
to that which the Jews themfelves employ 
upon it 5 with a carey that not unfreqqent- 
ly, in bothy hath degenerated into fuper- 
ftition. 

If it be faid, " that the ancient Jews, 
that is,, the Jews in the time of Chrift, 
muft have been better qualiBed, than we 
now are, to interpret the prophecies, the 
language, they fpoke, being only a dialed 
of that in which the prophecies are 
written V the anfwer is already given, 
under the laft article: to which we ms^ 

Vol. L L * further 
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further add, that Chriftianity being much) 
better underftood now^ than it was then» 
the force of the prophetic language ccm« 
cerning it (if^ indeed^ the prophecies have 
any fuch thing in view) muft be more dif" 
tindly apprehended, in many inftances,. 
by Chriftians at this day^ than it could be 
by the Jews, even when they ^pdce a 
dialed of the Hebrew language* ^o that 
ftill I do not kty upon the whole, what 
advant^ the Jews, whether of ancient or 
modem times, can be thought to have 
' over us, in explaining the prophetic (crip- 
tures. And then 

2. As to the completion of the pm- 
phecies, the fame hiftories are in the 
hands of both : and if they do not apply 
jthem, as we do, the appeal is open to 
common fenfe. Every man is left at li* 
Jberty to judge for himfelf, which fide is 
beft fupDorted in the application of them. 
The prejudice might, indeed, be thought 
equal on tofb fides, if it were not decided 
by theilr owa fcriptures^ that no prejudice 

of 
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of any people upon earth was ever fb in* 
vincible, as that of the Jews. 

3* Laftly, oa both heads, there is a pe- 
culiar jprefumption, that they^ and not we^ 
are tniQed by prejudice: k is this: They 
were led by their prophecies, as inter^ 
preted by themfelves^ to expeA that they 
would he completed at the timey in which^ 
we fey,- they were completed ; and it was 
not till after the coming of Chrift that 
they began to interpret them differently, 
atid to look out for another completioii^ of ^ 
thpm* Judge then, if they, or we, ye 
likely to have erred moft, .through pre- 
judice, in expounding and applying the 
prophecies. The natural and proper fenfe 
will be thought to be that, in which we 
take them ; for that &nfe occurred firft to 
thcmfelves, and was, in truth, their fenfc, 
Wore we adopted it. 

When I iay-^thiirjinfi — I mean, efpe- 
dally, in rclpeft to the time^ which they 
had fixed for the accomplifhment of tho 
prophecies concernuig the Meffiah : for, as 

La to 
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CO their giving a temporal fenfe to ibme 
prophecies^ in which we find a fpiritual^ 
that is another matter^ concerning which^ 
as I faid,' the appeal lies to every compe- 
tent and difpaflionate inquirer. In the 
mean time, it muft be thought fome pre- 
Aimption in favour, of the Chriftian inter^ 
pretation, that^ whereas the Jews^ in re- 
jeding a fpiritual or myftical fenfe of thoie 
prophecies (which yet is admitted by the.m> 
without fcruple^ on other occafions^ and is: 
well fuited tp the genius of their whole. 
" religion) are driven to the neceffity of fup* 
poGng a twO'fold MeJUias — a new conceit^ 
taken up, without warrant fron^ their feripr 
tures> and againft their own former ideas 
and expcftations — We, on the contrary^ 
by the help of that fpiritual fenfe, are able 
tp explain all the prophecies oi.Que and 
the fame Mejfias^ conformably to the events 
and even to the tinu which the Jews 
themfelves had prefixed -for the completion'' 
of them» - ,^ 

% 

^Now,- 
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:. ^No*r, when, of two interpretations, one 
ha$ apparently all the marks of fliift, con- 
flraint, and dillrefs in it, and the other 
•xomes out eafy, uniform, and confiftent : 
we may gucfs beforehand, as I faid, which 
of them is likely to be well-founded. 

III*.^Stin it is pretended, " that the ar- 
gument from prophecy is properly ad- 
drelTed to thofe only who admit the divi- 
nity of the Jewifli fcriptures, as the Jews 
^ave invariably done ; and that it hath no 
force» but on that previous fuppolition. 
Why then is the argument preflfed on 
others, who do not believe the divine au- 
thority of thofe fcriptures? And how 
ihould it prevail with any, whether be- 
lievers or not, when the Jews them- 
felves, who of all men moft firmly be- 
Jieve that authority, are not convinced 
by it ?•' 

The fatter part of the difficulty, which 
refpefts the incredulity of the Jews, hath 
been already removed ; fo far, I mean, as 

L 3 it 
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it is founded on their prQudicel* Ai ^r 
the affirtiM^ ^^ That the arguoient from 
prophecy prefuppofes the truth and divitiity 
of the Jewilh fcriptures, and muft there** 
fore have nsoft weight with the Jews^ or 
rather hath no weight at aU»x but with 
them^ or with others, who adrojt tha( com* 
mon principle,'* thopgh fomi^thing^ like 
this^ n)9y have bf^en faid, I take it tO ht 
wholly unfupported as wj^ll • by /^ i5?> as by 
nny gdcd feafon. 

I. I argue againfl; this aflbmption ftovA 

fall\ that is, from the methody takeh bf 

the early Chriftians to convert the Gei^tile 

world, apd from the fuccefs of that mqt 

thocj. 

If wc Ipok into the hiftbry of the Gbfpel| 
we fliail find the Apoftle Piters preffing 
this argument from prophecy oh the^gen- 
.tile Cornelit3$ [n] ; and the Ap6ftlc Paul, 
urging it with efFe£b, on the Jews indeed 
JBrft, but tlfo bn the Afiatic GentUes f?]. 

If 
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we turn to the ChrUHan apdogifts, 
fliall find them addreffing this topic to 
4Gentile unbelievers, nay/ as vemuring the 
:wboIe caufe of Chriftianity on this fingle^ 
argument [p]* Juftin Martyr makes as free 
ufe of it in his apobgy to the Antonines, 
as in his dialogues with Trypho. We 
know, too, the fuccefs of this argument, 
.thus employed, in many inAances: and 
therefore fee, as well the fitnefs of the art* 
gument to produce this effed, as tht judge* 
ment of the Apoftles and primitive Chrilli- 
ans concerning its fitnefs. But to come 

2. to the reafin of the thing. 
: The Jews, who profefled to believe, and 
did, in fa^ believe, the divine infpiration 
of their facred oracles, were, doubtlefs^ 
bound by tii^ir own principles, to expe& 

[p\ T'm yib^ m Tiytf M^t^ rMf^t^^fi* cTnOo/uifOa, •n 

«vrof M^wop 7iie/b»tM»9 tuMn^fU9» «7f^ avtS ivpoftif, 

Ju^TiM Martyr, Apol. i. c. 88^ 

L 4 with 
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with aflurance the due compkdon of them* 
The Gentiles^ who did not previoufly 
rdpeft thofe oracles, as of divine autho- 
rity^ but regarded them only in the light 
of human conjedures, yet faw that fuch 
paflTages, whether we call them oracular 
or conjedlural, did^ in truth, occur in the 
Jcwifli fcriptures; and were obliged to 
admit, on the faith of hiftprical teftimony, 
that thofe fcriptures were compofed by thfe 
perfons whofe names they bear, and at 
the times fixed for the compofition of themt 
What then is the difference of the two 
cafes ? Only this : the Jews believed that 
their oracles would be fulfilled, becaufe 
they held them to be divine ; the Gentiles 
had to wait till thqfe oracles were fulfil* 
led, before they acknowledged their divi- 
nity. In either cafe, the argument is in* 
dependent of the belief, or the e3rpe6tation, 
and turns-on the completion only. Then, 
indeed, the Jew fees thgt his belief was 
well founded, and the Gentile admits that 
the prediAion was divine* 

The 
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' The mlftake w6u!d be equals on the 
other hand, to conceive^ that the argu- 
ment from prophecy pre-fuppofes the di- 
vine infpiration of the New Teftament. It 
pre-fuppofes only thie hiilorical truth of 
that book. Admit this^ and compare the 
•vents recorded in that hiftory, with the 
prophecies^ to which they correfpond, and 
the divinity of both Teftaments is proved. 
For then, the pretehfions of Jefus are 
made good, by the completion of the pro- 
phecies % and the infpiration of the pro- 
phets is concluded^ from the delivery of 
them. 

In both cafes (let me repeat it) it is not 
the authority of the books containing the 
prophecies, nor of the books recording 
the fa£ts, in which they are fulfilled, but 
fimply the completion of the prophecies in 
thofe fgdb, feen and acknowledged, which 
infers the divinity of either Teftament. 
Even the Jew would retraft his high 
opinion of the prophecies, if he did not 
admit or exp^^^t the ^ccomplifhment of 

them; 
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them; and the Chriftian would fetiounee 
fats faith in Jefus, if his hiftoiy did not 
accord to the prophecies, alledged* 

'Tis true, that, with either, the argu* 
ment would gain more attentic/H^ than with 
fuch as profefled no previous belief In the 
divinity of the Old or New Teftanient, 
But its force is really, the ftme, on both 
fuppofitions. It lies merely in the con- 
viction^ which one hath from the ei^dence 
produced, that certain prophetic paflages 
yfttc delivered in the Old Teftament, and 
fiave been fulfilled by certain correfpondr 
ing events, related in the New. 

On tlie whole, there is no reafon * to con- 
clude, chat we are not as good judges of 
the argument from prophecy, as the Jews 
were ; or, that this argument ought to 
}iave the lels weight with us, becaufe the 
Jews were not convinced by iL For the 
-argument doth, in no degree, depend on 
faith J but is calculated to produce it. If 
is equally ftrong, or equally weak, to a 
Chriftian, or Jew, or even to an unbe- 
liever: 
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fievor: the fole point in queftion bebg 
thisy Whether fuch things, as were pn>* 

Vphetically delivered, appear to have beia 
fulfilled: a point, on which common, fenft 
wd Common honefty will equally decide^ 
on every fuppofition. 

I know, indeed, that^ unkft we fup* 
pofe the infpiration of the prophets, fimi 
paflages, delivered by them, will not (6 
probably be thought to intend Chrift> as 
they will be, if we acknowledge that prin* 
ciple : and, on the other hand, that ther^ 

* ^re fomt cif cumllances in the hiftory of 
Jefus, which will not be io readily ieen 
€0 r^er to preceding prophecies, if the iii>r 
fpiration of Jefus and his Apoftlea be noc 
previoUfly admitted. But I do fli(^ argue, 
at prefent, from ekher of thefe topics. 
There are pafTages enough, clearly prt^ 
^itive oi the Mefliah, and plear^ ac^om-^ 
flijhid in him, to afford a folid foundation 
for the argument from prophecy, as here 
inftitutedj^ without looking out for any 

other 
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other of more nice arid ambiguous iocer«- 
pretation. 

; Hence we fee the dangerous miftake 
of tbde^ who contend that the aigd« 
ment from prophecy hath not, of it- 
felf, the nature of a dire3 fofitive protif% 
of our religion. Prophecies fulfilled, I 
mean fuch prophecies as thofi in quef- 
tion, prove invincibly the divine infpira* 
tion of the prophets. ^But, if the pro* 
.phets were infpired, the divine miffion 
of him, in whom the predi&ed marks ^ 
the Me0iah meet, muft needs be acknow- 
Jedged. And what more is required to 
prove the truth of Chriftianity ? Not even the 
evidence of mracUs^ performed by Chrift, 
if the prpphecies had not made them one 
mark of hi$ charafter. -The truth is, Pr ^ 
^htcies and Miracles are, in thenifelves, two 
diftinft pofitive proofs. Either proof is J/« 
reH^ and would have been fufficierit, if the 
oth^r had not been given* But the divine 
goodniefs, for our more abundant fatif- 
faftion, and to leave infidelity without 

CXCUfC| 
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cxcuie^ hath made the one j>roof de* 
^nden( on the other: fo that neither 
the argument from prophecy is complete, 
without the miracles ; -nor the argumenr 
from miracles^ as applied to Chrift^ tun^ 
lefs he likewife appear to have fulfilled 
the prophecies. Can we deflre a (Ironger 
proofs that neither tbey^ who predi&ed 
the miracles J were falfe prophets ; nor be^ 
who claimed to .hlmfelf the application 
of Ahh the prophecies y was z falfe Mef 
fiab? 

The reflexions, on the method and 
order of the prophecies, of thofe especi- 
ally concerning Chrift's first comikg ; 
together with what has been faid on the 
independency of this argument on Jewilh 
or Chriftian conceilions; may ferve to 
convince us. That we fhall do well to 
fufpend our conclufions concerning the 
evidence of prophecy, till we have ex* 
amined the ie;^^^/^ • fubjeft. In the mean 
time, this part of the fubjeft, thus far 
opened and explained^ leads us^ with ad'* 

vantage^ 
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vintage, tx> the confideration of 4k0f^ 
which is yet behind and is the peculiar 
objeft of this Ledure, I mean, tbfi prtn 
fheiits cmiccrmng CnusT^i second com'* 

MO* . # 



SER- 



i 159 1 



SERMON VI. 



Ifrophecies <;oncerning Chrlfl;*s 



Isaiah xlii. 9. 

^bold^ lie femur things ere come to pafi, 
md new things do I declare : before tbef 
ffring forth^ 1 teU you of them. 



IT muft ftrike the tnoft carekfs reader, 
of the prophecies to obferve, that the 
general &ibje6t cf them all was announced 
fk*om the earlieft time, and was only 4rawa 
out more difttnftly by fucceeding prophets : 
thaty of the two siges^ into wl^ich the 
world of God, I mean his reUgious world, 
ts divided in holy fcripture, the former^ 
which abounds m^ in prophecy, was 

plainly 
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plainly made fubfervient to the latter : that 
not only the events of that preceding age 
are foretqkl by its own prophets, but that 
the fortunes of the laft, and very remote 
age» are occafionally revealed by them; 
and that the fame oracles, which atteft the 
frji coming of Chrift, as if impatient to 
be confined to fo narrow bounds, overflow^, 
as it were, into the future age, and expa* 
tiate on the principal fads and circumftances. 
of bis fecand coming. 

By this divine artifice, if I may fo fpeak, 
the two difpenfations, the Jewifh and 
Chriftian, are clofely tied together, or aa- 
]ther compa&cd into one intire harmonious 
fyftem ; fuch, as we might expefb, if it 
were indeed formed, and condudted by him, 
to whom are known all bis works from the 
beginning [a]. 

So that, in refpeft of the fortunes, 
which were to befall the Chriftian church, 
even in the latter days^ we may ftill alk, in 
the triumphant terms of the Jewilh pro* 

W Aflis XT. X 8. 
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phet — Ha'Oe ye not known ? Have ye not 
tiardf Hath it not been told you from the 
heginning ? Have ye not underftood from the 
fbundation of the earth [3] ? 
' But, though this fubjeft was opened hf 
the old prophets, f6 far as feemed expedi* 
eht jn that dge^ and clearly enough to (hew 
the integrity and continuity of' the whole 
fyftem, it was more illuftriouny^ becaufe 
more diftin£lly, difplayed by the evangeli- 
cal prophets. 

And here^ again, thg famd pfoviHon of 
wifdom and goodnefs meets us, as before. 
The Chriftian pfophets, like the Jcwi(h, 
befpeak our attention to what they reveal 
of the greater and more didant events in 
their difpenfatidn, by other lefs moment- 
bus prophecies, which were fpeedily to be 
accbmplifhed [c] ^ thus, imprelllng upon us 

* 

[bl IfaiaHxl, 2Z. 

[c] We fee this defign very pltinly^ id the propbe* 
cies of Jefits concerning his c^n deaih and refwreSlicn ; 
concerning thedefontt of the ho^ Ghoft on, the day efPem* 
Ucoft \ concerning events^ that tjoere to hefidl hisdijcifk$i 
and in other infiance^ 

Yat. L M an 
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an awful fenfe of their divine forQ^bt» 
and procuring an eafy credit from vs to 
their fubfequent predictions: while the 
event Sy which both tbefe prophetic fchemes 
p/fint out^ are fo diftributed through all time, 
as to fumijb, fuccejfively^ to the feveral ages 
of the worUy the means of a frejb andftill 
growing conviifion [dj. 

As THE oRD£R of thefe Difcourfes^ 
now, leads me to exemplify this lafi ob- 
iervation» I ihall do it in thiub remark- 
able prophecies concerning the Chriftian, 
church; I mean thofe, which refpeft 
' i» The destruction of Jerusalem. 

2. The dispersion of the Jews. And 

3. The cokversion of the Gtentiles. 
I refer to tbefe prophecies, as well 

known. They are in the number of thofe^ 
which) in part^ were delivered by tht 

[a] La ptu« grande des preuves de Jefus Chrifty ce 
font les propheties. C*eft aufli a quoi Dieu a la pluf 
pourvft; car Tevenement, qui les a rempliest eft ua 
Mi&ACLB suBsisTANT depuis la naiffiuBce de fEgUSt 
Jufqu' a la fin. ikf. Pafcah 

Je*ilh 
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Jewifti prophets; and afcerwardS) more 
diftin£ily revealed by the Chriftian. 

I. The destruction of the Jewish 
ciTV AND TEMPLE, is an event cf the 
utmoft monnent in the view of revealed 
religion. It accompliihed a great number 
of prophecies, and vindicated the honour 
of Jefus, by a (ignal vengeance on his 
murderers. It anfwered, befides, other im- 
portant purpofes of divine providence; by 
putting a vifible and neceiTary end to the 
Jtwifti oeconomy, which was now to give 
way to the difpenfation of the Meffiah i 
and by difperfing the Jews into all lands^ 
for many wife and admirable reafons. 
Hence, of all the prophecies, delivered 
by Chrift himfelf (who was a prophet, 
though indeed mud more than a ^prophet) 
This alone is difplayed by him^ at large, 
and in all its circumftances. 

If any man, unacquainted with theie 
matters, fliould doubt, whether this pro« 
phecy of Jefg$^ as recorded in three of the 

M 2 four 
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four Gofpels, were not delivered^ that I^ 
fcrged^ after the event, I might refer him 
to thi numerous writers on that.fubje^. 
But I hold it fufficient to fay, i. On the 
faith of all antiquity^ that thefe Gofpels 
were not only written, but publi(hed to 
the world, before the deftruftion of Jem- 
fajem — 2, that the early date of their com- 
pofition is apparent from many internal 
charafters, difperfed through thefe writ- 
ings — 3, that no interpolation of thb pro- 
phecy could afterwards take place, becaufe 
the prophecy is interwoven with the gene- 
«al thread of the hiftory— and^ 4, lailly, 
that no unbeliever of the primitive times, 
wbethor Jew or Gentile, when prefled, as 
both frequently were, by this prqphecy, 
appears^ to have had recourfe to the chai^ge, 
either of forgery, or interpolation [e]. 

The authenticity and early date of the 
prophecy is, theo^ on thefe grounds, ai^ 
fumed* 

[^3 For thefe particulars, fee Dr. Jortm's Rem^ on 

I win. 
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I will, further, fuppofe (becaufc the 
hiftory of Jofcphus invincibly proves.it) 
that all the particulars, mentioned in this 
prophecy, concurred in the event. 

^' But this, you will fay, might well be : 
for what more uniform^ than the jpbara<5):ers 
of diftrefs in a great city, forced and deib^ 
lated by a fupcrior enemy ? And what 
more ^r^^i7^/^, than that, fome tinoe or 
other, fuch (bould be the fate^ of every 
great city ?•' 

It may further be infinuated, " That^ 
if ever Jerufalem was to be deftroyed, the 
obftinate humour of its inhabitants, and 
the nature of the place^ would probably draw 
this deftruftion upon it, in the way it 
a6tually happened, in the way oi ^egel^f]: 
that, then, all the miseries, endured by 
the Jews, would naturally fall on a defpe- 

[/] An event, it mufi be owned, the more likely to 
happen, as the Jews had always been dlQwfed to tmfi 
to their high and ftnct^ nxjoUs ; which yet could never 
defend them from th^ir enemies, as their hiftoiy ihews^ 
and| as Mofes had diftindUy foretold, Dfut* zxviii. 52. 

M 3 rate 
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rate people from an irritated and fyccefsful 
conqueror ; above all, in ^ntient times^ 
when conqueft and clemency were Ijttlc 
acquainted with each other : that, as for 
the preceding warSy famines, pej^ilences, and 
earthquakes (which arc mentioned, in the 
prophecy, as figns oJF the approaching de- 
folation) thefi, are fuch ufual things in the 
courfe of the world, as may be fafcly made 
the prognoftics of any predidcd event 
whatfoever: that Jefus, therefore, . as any 
other yi^ife man, might form his prediftioij 
on thefe principles •, and truft to time, and 
the pafl5ons of mankind, for the comple* 

tion of it." 

Now, let all this be allowed (and fcepti- 
cifni itfelf will hardly make other or 
greater demands upon us) ftill, the honour 
of jefus ftands fecure ; and this fine fabric 
of fufpicion is overturnied at once, if we 
refleft on two or /i^r^f pi?cumftances, un- 
luckily, and, if the prophet be not divine, 
unneceffarily wrought into the texture of 
this famous prophecy. 
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Firfi^ I obferve, that this deftruftion 
was to come from the bands of the Ro- 
mans [g] ; and without doubt, if it were to 
< happen in any reafoqable time, it could not 
fo probably be expelled to come from any 
other quarter. But, then, was it ^kely that 
Judasa, at that time a Roman province, 
fliould be thus defoliated by its own matters ? 

f^] Matth. X3civ. 28. and compane Luke xviu yf^ 
^ Okh yof %M ^ nih mlSfAMf Uu avfe^^^a^iUi of iiioi* 
r— Meaning by eij^lesy the ilandards of the Roman army^ 
•—Some writers of name have, indeed, obierved, that 
this is only a provfrhial expreflion. True : but pro- 
irerbial prophecies are often fulfilled ifi the (lri<Et literal 
fenfe of the ^preHion ; as Grotius well obferves on 
Matth. xxvi. 23. hie quoque accidit, quod in multis 
f^s ifaticiniiSy ut verba-«-non tantnm fecundum pro- 
Terbialem loquendi modum, fed etiam fecundiim ex^ 
oHiffintam verhorum fignlficationem implerentun — If the 
reader calls to mind the predi<ftion of our Lord, as it is 
clfewhere expreiled, without a ^gMxt-^^whenyeJhaUfie 
Jcrujakm compaffed with armies [Luke xxi, 20.]— 
and compares it with the eventy he will hardly make a 
doubt whether eagles^ in thofe figurative predi6tions, 
fvhich refpe6t the fame fubje£t, namely, the deftru^on 
of Jerufalem, were not intended by oifr Lprd to de* 
note, the Ro m a if sonnies, 

M 4 Wa3 



t^' 



> 



i6t Pr^bicu4 cMCfming 

Was it to bp pftfyi/md^ that fo fmall a pro- 
vince (hould dare to engage in a formal 
.conteft with Rqme, the niiflrcfs of thiB 
world, as well a^ of Judaea \ with Ronur, 
then in the ^epi^b pf her pqwer, 9nd }1tc« 
fiftible to all <iations ? A^as it coficfiv^ky 
if any future diftradion of that mighty 
empire ihould tempt the Jews to oppofe 
their feeble effons to its high fortune, that 
a vengeance fo fignal, fo complete, Ihould 
be taken upon them ? that nothing leis 
than a total extermination ftioqld h^ prq^ 
pofcd, and cffefted ? The rpin of the 
temple at: Jerufalem was to be fo entire, 
that one ftone Jhould not be left upon another^. 
Allow for the exaggerated terms of a pro- 
phetic defcription i ftill, \fz&\i imaginabU^ 
that the Romans fliould, in any proper fenfe 
of the words, execute this denunciation? 
Was it their way^ as it was afterwards that 
of the Goths, to wage war with fiones I 
Was |t a principle with them^ to beat 
down the pjrtde of buildings, as well as 
of men \h\ ? Would even their policy^ or 

[*J — <fcbcllarcy»/fr3iw. Virg. 

' their 
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theit pride ^ have fuffered them to blot out 
an .antient, a renowned, an illuftrious tem- 
ple, the chief ornament of their province^ 
the glory of the eaft, and the trophy of ^^ 

their own conquefts ? f ^^ 

Such an event was very improbable^ io 
contemplation : and hiftory (hews, that 
it did not come to pafs in any ordinary 
way. For the inftrumcnt, in the hands of 
heaven, of this exterminating vengeance, 
was a man^ the moft unlikely of all others^ 
to inflift it i a man, who by nature abhor- 
red fuch extremities ; ^ who, in fafb, did his 
vtmoft to prevent this dreadful cataftrophe, 
and HQuld not prevent it [; J.-^Sill, a more 
unmanageable circufnftance^ than this, oc- 
curs in the prophecy. For, 

Secondly^ it is implied that one of oqr 
Lord's difciples (hould furvive this deibla- 

[f] Afluredly this prophecy was sot in the nuipber 
of thofe, of which it hath heen iaid-«-7^^ froj^ety is 
tun occafiomd J^ the entmu, hitt the event hy the fropbecy — - 
Uevenemmt i^eji pm, freditparce qt^il arrivcra ; mats it 
arrkvf^pmrce qu^il m hi predit. R0VS8BAU, Npuv. Hel. 
<• iv* Pr 3!4« i^* N^uf. 1764. 

tion 
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tkkn \X\ : and it ift ejtprefsly afleited, that 
.the then fuhfifiing genaration Jhould twt ptip 
0W€fy before aU $befe things were accempUfi^ 
ii\l\* They were accompliflied^ within 
forty years from the date of the propheey* 
and before the death of that difciple. The 
'fa& is certain and undeniable : 1 leave the 
reft ta your own reflexions. 

^birdhfy warning is given in this pro- 
phecy to the difcipies of Jefus, to fly from 
this impending ruin ; and a fignal is held 
out to them, for that purpofe [m\ It is 
further predifted, that they fliould avail 
themfelves of this fignal ; and fo entirely 
^fcape the fnare, in which the reft of their 
countrymen fhould be taken, that not d 
hair oftbeir be ads Jhould perijh [n\ And this 
part of the prophecy was, it feems^i com^ 
pleted [0}. 

[k] Matth. xvi. 28. 
(/] Matth. xxiv. 34. 
t [m] Luke XXI. zo. 

[h] LukexxL x8. A^lsii. at, Markxiii^ 20* 
{0] See the learnixi Biihop Newton*s Dijfertatiims m 
the Profhecies^ voL ii. p. a68. n. 
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Lafify<i this prophecy was incumbered 
with another ftrange events needlefshf in^ 
cumbered with it, if the whole were an 
impofture. It is faid, that the Go/pel Jb(ml4 
be preached in all the worlds for a wiintfs 
unto all nations^ before it (hould be fulfilled. 
Was it not enough to fay, that the pro* 
phecy fhould be accompliChed in the time 
of that generation 9 and in the life-time of 
St. John, without adding io unlikely s^ 
circymftance, as that a general promulga- 
tion of the Gofpel, by a few unlettered 
and unfriended fiihermen, iliQuld precede 
the accomplilhmeQt of it? — ^I know, tha^ 
this part of the prophecy admits a fecondary 
fenfe : but, in the primary fenfe, it was (q 
i^x fulfilled, a^ tp allonifh us with the di* 
yin^ forefight of its author. 

I omit other confider^tions, that might 
be alledgied. But you fee that, fetting 
afifle fuch particulars in the prophecy, as 
fceptical men may think themfelves able 
11) dr$(W within the fphere of human cour 
Je0Mre, there are fever^l things exprciled 

in 
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in it^ fo Grange to all apprehenfion^ fo 
ifnlikcly to happen^ fo impoflible for any 
natural fagacity to forefec, and yet fo cer- 
tainly and punfbually fuIBUed, that no- 
thing (hort of divine infpiration can poffibly 
account for them. The prophecy, in alt 
its parts, is divine: but in tbefe^ its divi- 
nity is clear and inconteftable. 

« 

II. The dispersion of the Jews, is 
another event, which deferves your con- 
(ideration. 

Mofes himfelf had predifted this cir- 
cumftance of their fortune, in terms of the 
greateft energy. He had told them — that 
they Jbould he removed into att the kingdoms 
of the earthy and that they Jbould he Scattered 
among all people from one end of the earth 
'even unto the other — that, among thie na- 
tions, into which they fhould be driven, 
they Jhould find no eafe^ nor refiy and that 
they Jhould he only opprejfed and crujhed 
alway — that they fhould become an afiontjh- 
menty ^ proverb^ and a by-word among all 

nations^^ 
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nations — and that tbeir plagues Jhould be 
wonderfuly and of long continuance [p]. Thcfe 
prophecies had been^ to a certain degree, 
fulfilled in other - parts of their hiflory : 
but there was to be a time, when the 
wrath of God Jhould come upon them to the 
uttermoft [q\. This time was now come^ 
when their city was deftroyed, and their 
land defolated^ by the arms of Titus. 
Then, as Jefus prophefied of them, were 
the days of vengeance^ that all things^ which 
were if/ritten^ Jhould be fulfilled : then, were 
they to be led away captive into all nations : 
and thenceforth, was Jerufalem to b^ trod- 
den down of the Gentiles^ until the times 
OF the Gentiles should be ful- 

FILLED [r]. 

Nor fay, that this lafi prophecy is in- 
definite : for the timis of the Gentiles is & 
period, well known in the prophetic writ- 
ings ; a period, of long duration indeed, 

[f] Deut. xxvili. 
y] I Theff. ii. tb. 
[r] Ltike aou. zt. ij^^ 

lis 
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as the event hath ihewn; yet a period, 
marked out by other prophecies (which 
may come, in turn, to be confidered in 
this Ledure) no lefs dillin^kly, than their 
odier captivities had been. 

For, to all thefe predifirions there muH: 
be added one more, which exprefsly afierta 
the return of this people, in fome future 
age, from their long and wretched dif- 
perfion : for hUndnefs^ in party only, batb 
happanei to Ifirael ; and that again, //// tbt 
fidnefs of the Gentiles he come in [s]. This, 
St. Paul terms a myftery: and yet the 
andent prophets had a glimpfe of it, when 
they foretold, that the Lord would not make a 
fuU end of them [/], and that a remnant of 
them Jhould remain^ andjbould return in tb€ 
latter d^slu]^ Mofes bimfelf, who had 
denounced fuch heavy judgements upon^ 
them, and of fo long cofttimianee, during 
their difperfion, had mingled, with his woes, 

[i] Rom. xi. 25. 
[/] 'Jer. xlvi. 18. 

' thi# 
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this one note of mctcy—Jnd yet for aU 
tkaiy mben tb^ He in the land of their enemies ^ 
I wiU mt eaft them away^ neither wiU I ak^ 
bor tbemy to deftroy them utterly and P9 
break my covenant with them [w]. 

Confidcr thefe prediftions, and compare 
them with the prefenc and paft Hate of this 
people for feventccn hundred years ; and 
fee, if there be nothing to take your at- 
tention, or, rather, your aftonifhment, in the 
completion of them. 

Why is this dreadful vengeance, ^«^K&r 
in its circumftances, and never yet expe- 
enced by any other people on the face of 
the earth, why is this peculiar vengeance 
executed on the Jews ? — Or, whatever the 
caufe may be, is not the fa8^ fuch as was 
jpredidted ? 

"The prcdiaions> you will fay, have 
the appearance of being fulfilled. But 

[w] Ler.xxyi. 44* 

where 
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where is the wondery that a people^ dif- 
tinguiflied by zjingular religion, and above 
meafure addiSed to it^ fliould continue to 
exift under that diftinftion, and (hovld be 
every where known by it ? That a people^ 
on account of their profeffion^ more than 
commonly obnexious to the other religi* 
ous feds, among whom the earth hath 
been chiefly parceled out — to the Heatbenj 
for their unconquerable averfion to idola^ 
try — to the CbriftianSy for the atrocious 
murder of their founder — to the Mebona^ 
tans^ for the conftant rejeftion of their 
prophet — (hould be the fcorn and outcSaft 
of all three ; and that, being excluded 
from the only country to which they 
have any attachment:, they (hould be va-^ 
gabonds on the earth, and fliould diC* 
perfe themfelves indifTerently through every 
quarter of it, as caprice, or intereit, or 
convenience, invites them? That^.lait- 
ly, being thus diftingui(hed from all 
men, and thus at enmity with aH, they 
Ihould never be fuffered to enter into any 

other 
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other civil community, or to eftablifh a 
diftinft community of their own ?" 

But the wonder doth not lie, altogether, 
where thcfe queftions feem to place it. 
That the Jews, while they profefs them- 
fclves fuch, Ihould be thus treated, may 
be natural enough : but that they fhould 
continuey for fo many ages, under fuch 
treatment j every where and always ipum- 
ed, reviled, opprefled ; yet neither worn 
out by this ufage ; nor induced by it to 
renounce their offenfivc profeflion, and 
take refuge in the mafs of people, among 
whoni they live; that neither time, nor 
cuftom, nor fufFering, fhould get the better 
of their bigotry or patience; but that 
they fhould flill fubflfl a numerous, a^ 
diftinft, a wretched people, as they do, 
to this day — all this hath fomething pro- 
digious in it, which the common princi- 
ples of human nature will not eafily ex- 
plain [^]. 

[x] Hear the profound and refie£^ing M. Pafcal^- 
li^etat o& I'on voit les Juifs eft une grande preure de la 

Vol. I. N Wc, 
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Wc, who admit the divine origin of 
their religion-, and adorej with them, the- 
extraordinary providence, by which their 
polity was fo long adminifter^ and up* 
held; can better, than any others^ ex- 
plain this difficulty. For, what fo likely 
to produce an invincible , attachment to 
their Law, as the abundant evidence, they 
hid of its authority ? But neither will this 
account of the matter be found fa^isfaftoryr 
For, as if on purpofe to difcredit this folu- 
tion, their hiftory inftwms us. That U»^ 
of. the twelve tribes, which originally cwn- 
pofed their nation, did, in fadt, difappcar 
under their laft captivity, and were, in a 
good meafure at leaft, abforbed in it. If 
fuch, then,' was the fate 9f Ifrael in its 
difperfion, within the compafs of not many 
generations^ and yet the relict of Judab 

Religion. Car c'eft une chofe etonnante de voirce 
peuple fuhfifter depuis tant d*annees, ct de Ic voir tow 
jours miferable—tXy quoique il foit contr^irc, p'btrb 
MISERABLE, Ct DE sUBSisTER, il fubfiftc ncanmoin* 
toujours malgr^ fa mifere. Peksees, p. u^. 

are 
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are ftill preferved in all countries to this 
day, what better or other reafon can we 
affign for this difference of fortune in two 
branches of the fame people, equally at- 
tached to the fame divine Law, than that 
the former were left to the natural confe- 
quences of a difperiion, and that the latter 
were purpofely kept from being affeded 
by them, as the prophecies had diftinftly 
foretold ? 

If it be ftill faid, " That there is no- 
thing more extraordinary in this conti- 
nuance of the Jews, under their difperfion, 
than of other religionifts in like circum- 
ftances; of the Cbriftians for inftance^ 
under the Turkifh dominion-," the cafes 
(to fay nothing of the difference in point 
*of time) are, in many refpcfts^ entirely 
unlike. 

The Afiatic Christians derive a con- 
fidence, and fome degree of protection, 
from the many flouriftiing Chriftian em* 
pires, which fubfift in other quarters of 
the world. 

N 2 THEYf 
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They, can perform all the duties of 
their religion, as perfeftly in the countries, 
where they refide, as in any other. 

They, have the future hopes of the 
Gofpel, the proper fanfUon of their .Law, 
to fupport them in all the diftrefles, to 
which their Chriftian profeiCon may, at 
prefent, expofe them. What is it to them, 
as St. Auftin well obferved in a like cafe, 
that they fuSer for a feafon in a ilrange 
land: when even in their own, that is, a 
Chriftian country, they are ftill obliged, 
by the principles of their religion, to con- 
fider themfclves, as ftrangers and pilgrims 
en the earth [y\? 

The condition of the Jews, on the other 
hand, is widely different. They, profefs 
a religion, founded on temporal promifes^ 
only : and how miferably thefe have failed 

[y] -^^Multd minus nomeif criminandum, in capti- 
vkace ficratorum fuorum> qui fupernain patriam verad 
^de expefbintes, etiam in fids fidihus feregrinos fi ejfe 
mverunt. Aog. De Civ. Dri, L i« 1 5. 

thcrn^ 



theni^ the experience of many ages h^h 
iiQW ibewn. 

The Je>^s, are fliut oijt from the only 
country in the world,, where the fevera| 
r^tes and ordinances of their religion can 
be regujarly and hwfulfy obferved. 

The Jews, Have, befides, the fenfible 
mQr,tification of Hnpwing, that ^11 their 
brethren of the difperfioq are every where 
in equal djftrefs with themfelves ^ and that 
therp is not one Jewifli ftate or fovercignty 
fubfiftinjg on the face of the who}e earth. 

It follows, th^t in the Jews, we fin4 
nothing but' their Mfiinyy fo plainly rea4 
tQ tbefn by their owi\ prophets, as well a$ 
purs, to account for their long continu- 
ance in their prefent difperfipn : whereaSy 
the AJiatic Cbriftians haye many rcfources 
of corpfort within themfelves; and may 
fubfift, in Mahometan countries, on the 
fame general motives and inducements, 
which fuftain the courage of other unhappy 
men, . 

N 3 Tct, 
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Yet, notwithftanding the advantages, 
here pointed out, on the fide of the Afiatic 
Chriftians, the faH is, that they are re- 
duced to a very fmall number, and are in- 
fcnfibly melting away under the opprcflions 
of their Ottoman mailers \ fo that in no 
long time, if that enormous tyranny 
fliould be permitted to continue, they 
may, not improbably, quite vanifti ogt 
of thofe countries, where they had former- 
ly fo many and fiourifhing churches : 
whereas, the Jews continue every where 
to abound in great numbers ; they thrive 
under their oppre0ions; land feem to 
multiply amidft their diftrefles*, as if the 
order qf things were reverfed in regard 
to them, and the fame caufes operated to 
the cpnfervation of this people, which tend 
fo naturally to the wade and deftrudion of 
every other. 

Still, I have another rcflejcion, or two, tQ 
make. on this interefting fubjed. 

I. It deferves to be confidcred, that the 
natives of any country, though fubdued 
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and cnflaved by a foreign nation, may, 
indeed, fubfift v?ry long under that dif- 
lindtion. Thus, the Gcntoo Indians have 
preferved their name and race, under their 
Mahometan invaders : and thus, the Moors, 
if they had not been violently expelled, 
might have continued a diftinft people for 
many ages, in their old Spanilh quarters. 
But that fmall colonics of men, tranfported 
into ftrange and populous nations, ftiould 
"preferve a diftind: cxiftence, and not in- 
fenfibly moulder away, and mix themfclves 
with their numerous native mailers j This, 
I think, is without example in the hiftory 
of mankind. If the Jews might be ex- 
pefted to • abound any where, it (hould, 
methinks, be in Judasa ; where the fight 
of the boly land^ and the memory of their 
paft fortunes, might invigorate their pre- 
judices, and perpetuate their attachment 
to the Jewifh name and woirfhip. But 
it fo happens, that the number of Jews 
in that country hath now for many ages 

N 4 been 
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been inconfiderable^ while th^y fwarm i^ 
every other. 

2. It ihould, further, I think, be ob* 
ferved, that a fe3<^ whether you will call 
it oi-reUgion^ or philofopby^ may fubfift 
through a long tra£fc of ages \ I mean, thap 
certain opinions may continue to be pro* 
fefled by fome people, or other, without 
intermiflion ; as may be true of the do8rine 
concerning the two principksy at all times 
fo prevalent in the eaft \ of that Ipecies o^ 
eaftern idolatry^ which conlifts in ^he 
worlhip oi fire\ and in other inftances. 
But that thefe opinions, in circumftances 
any thing like thofe of the Jews, fhoulc) 
iJill be profcfled not only by fome, but by 
the fame men, that is, by men known to 
be of the fame extra^ion, as well as of 9 
certain perfuafion ; this, again, is, I think, 
a circumftance of great iingu|arity, and 
altogether unprecedented in the cafe of z^l^ 
other people. Who knows, of what race 
or family the prefent Manichees are dg- 

fcended, 
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fccpded, or the profeflbrs of the old Perfian 
idolatry ? The followers of the Mofaic 
law, are every ^here known to be of the 
ftock of Abraham. They are diftinguifhed 
ii) all places^ as being Jews by defcent^ as 
well as by Religion. 

)g, Suppofing, what I think cannot be 
Ibewn, that the hiftory of the world fur- 
niftijcs an inftance or two of a people cir- 
cuoiftanced in all refpedts, as the Jpws fire ; 
thefe extraqrdinary cafes would not much 
abate the wonder, we are now contemplat- 
ing. For how happened it, that a pro- 
phecy delivered above three tho^jfand years 
f go concerning the fate of a particular peo- 
ple, ihould be fo exadly verified, as it has. 
hitherto been, when that fate is fo far 
from being a common one, that it has 
only taken place^ in one or two inftances 
befides, within the compafs of fo many 
ages ? And ftill more, how ihould it enter 
into the head of Moies to deliver this pro- 
phecy, when, at the time of his delivering 
it, he had abfolutely no inftance before 

his 
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his eyts of fueh fate, in the cafe of tf;gr 
people ? 

, Thefe things, then, dcfcrve to be well 
and feiioufly confidered. 

Laftly, We believe, on the faith of 
the facred oracles, that the Jews Ihall 
never he deftroyed utterly, but (hall exift a 
diftind: people, as they have hitherto done, 
//// the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled^ 
But here, you will fay, the prophets in- 
dulged a natural prejudice in favour of 
their own nation ; it being the way of iall 
people to delight in fuqh dreams of ex^ 
iftente an^ perpetuity. It may be fo : But 
fee, whether this dream hath ever yet been 
fo far realized, in the cafe of any other 
people. The Romans, for inftance, were 
as partial to thcmfelves, and doted as much 
on the idea of their perpetuity^ as the Jews. 
But what now is become of their eternal 
empire? Confider, therefore, the ^Angular 
fate of the Jews through fo many ages, and 
fee whether it be not credible from what 
is pad", that the prophet was moved by 

fomt- 
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fbmething more than a fpirh of national 
vanity^ when he faid. Fear ibotl not, O 
Jacob my ferv ant, faith the Lord, for I am 
with thee ; for I will make a full end of 
all the nations whither I have driven thee, 

BUT I WILL NOT MAKE A FULL EN1> Clf 
THEE [2]. 

To thcfe prophecies concerning ^^isj/Jr- 
knt, and the Jews, I add 

III. A third, concerning the call and 

CONVERSION OF THeGeNTILES TO ChRISTI-^ 
ANITY. 

This prophecy is very remarkable, whe* 
jth^r we confider— /i&^ matter of it -^ the 
ferfons, hy whom it was delivered — or, the 
manner, in which it hath been fulfilled. 

I. As it had been declared from the be- 
ginning, that in the promifed feed^ all tb§ 
nations of the earth fhould be bkffed, fp the 
Gofpe^ or, the good tidings of that blefling, 
was, in due time, to ^be communicated 
to all nations. Further ftill^ this Gof-*' 

[2] Jer. xlvi, 28. 

pel 
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pel wa$ not only to be publi(hed to al} 
nations, but to be acknowledged and re-, 
ceivcd by them. There are numberlefe 
prophecies to this purpofe in the books of 
the pid Teftamf nt : prophecies, which fay 
exprefsly— /i?fi/ God would give unip^ the 
Meffiab the heathen for his inheritance^ and 
the uttermoji parts of the earth for his pof- 
f^n [a^-^tbat from the rifing of tbe^ fun 
even unto the going d^wn of the fame^ bi^ 
name fboidd he great among the Gentiles \b\ 
rr-It is a light things fays the prophet 
Ifaiah, addreflTing himfelf, in the perfon of 
the Almighty, to the MelHahy that thou 
fbouldefi be my fervant to raife up the tribe^ 
of Jacobs and to rejtpr^ the preferved of 
I/raeli I will alfp give f bee for light to thf 
GentileSy that thou mayefi be my fglvation 
to the end Qf the earth [r ]. And Jcfus hioir 
lelf, when he commiflioned his Apoftles 
to publii|i his doArine, did it in thef^ 

[^] Pf. 11. 8, 
\y\ Mai. i. 4. 
[f] If, xlix. 6. 

ivords ^ 
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words — Go YE INTO ALL THE WORLD, 
AND PREACH THE GOSPEL TO EVERY CREA* 
TURE [d]. 

It is unqueftionabic, therefore, from 
thcfe and other p2tflages[<], that not the 
Jews only, but all nations .were to be in- 
ftru^ted in the Chriftian faith; that the 
Gofpel was to be an nniverfal religion; 
and that, thus, the Mefliah was to be, in 
every fenfe, the Saviour of mankind. 
There is no doubt, I fay, but that fuch 
is the language of the prophets ; and that 
they clearly fuppofe the difpenfation of the 
Gofpel to have thefe views, and to termi* 
nate in this event. 

' But now, let any man confider with 
himfelf, what it is to profelyte the whole 
race of mankind to one faith, and to one 
religion. Let him revolve in his mind 
this great, this magnificent idea. Let 

[^ Mark XVI. 15. 

[e] The reader may fee many of* them collected, ^ 
the general argument from them well inforccd, by Mr. 
BuUocky in his Vindicadgd, Pan II* 

hioi. 
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htm, next, turn his thoughts on what 
htftory and experience may fuggeft to him 
on the fubjed. And then let him tell us, 
whether there be not fomething extraor^ 
dinary in this projeA: whether, indeed, 
there be any other example of this fort in 
the annals of mankind* 

In the old world, the inftitutors of pa-^ 
gan religion looked no further, than to fingie 
communities: each deftined his ceremo* 
nies for his own people only ; and never 
prcfumed fo far on the truth or importance 
of his religious fcheme, as to fet it up for 
a ftandard of belief or worlhip to the other 
nations of the earth* Even the Jemjb 
ritual was fo qonftituted as to refpedt the 
Jews only, and was even pra6:icable no 
where but in the land of Judsea. 
' But this idea of univeriality was equally 
ftrange to the DoHorSy as to the Legilla- 
tors, of the ancient world. Scfts of philo- 
fophy, there were many, efpoufed with 
zeal, and propagated with induftryj and 
fome of them, of no fmall extent. Yet 

the 
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the moft fanguine, or the moft fuccefsful 
of thcfe fpeculatifts never conceived fo 
much as the idea of bringing all nation^ 
into their fyftem. They prefumed, in- 
deed, that truth, or probability at leafl:^ wa9 
on the fide of their favourite opinions ; but 
they beheld a negleft of them in others, 
with a fort of indifference ; and, content- 
ing themfelves with their own fuperior 
Ikill or felicity, left it to the reft of the 
World to philofophize in their ^wn way, 
and on their own principles. They fccm 
not to have thought it either neceflary or 
poflible, that their own fentiments fhould 
become the ftanding, univerfal perfuafion of 
inanlund. 

Ambition, I know, hath been fometimes 
cntcrprizing enough to think of fubduing 
the whole world. But this was the ambi- 
tion of power, not of religion, or philofo- 
phy; it was an ambition to fubdue the 
todiesy not the minds of men. This lajt 
was a projed, too big for a Caetar or an 
Akxander, much more, for a Numa or 

all 
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an Ariftotle^ to entertaid. And I think 
it certain, that, except in the fcbeme of 
Chriftianity, or fuch other fdhemes of 
revelation, as have been copied from it [/], 
v:t fliatl no where find the idea of Ufti- 
verfaliiy to have taken place in any reli- 
gious or philofophical feft whatfoever [g]. 

If then this idea was familiar to th6 
Jewiih and Chriftian prophets, yoo will, 
at lead, conclude that this circumftance h 
remarkable enough to engage your atten- 
tion I and you will naturally afk, how it 

• 

(/] As in the cafe oi MahoTftetanifm^ for inllance. 

[g\ What the Philofopher Celfus thought of fuch a 
project, we learn from a curiQUs paiTage in Origen. It 
being ufual with the Chriftlans of that time, as of evciy 
other, toprq^for thte ctwuerjion cftbe *iX)hoU worU to the 
Chrlftian faith^ the philofopher laughs at the extrava^ 
gance of this petition. He obferves upon it, en • rm 
•ie/btfii0' •%» H^u The words are not eaiily tranilated. 
But the meaning of them is, That he'regavded an uni« 
veifal agreement in one mode of religious belief, as a 
perfect chimaera : and the turn of the words is {o con- 
trived, as to exprefs the utmoft contempt of thofe, who, 
in their fupreme ignorance of mankind, could enter* 
tain fo (enfelefs an idea. Omtr* Celfum^ l.viii* fub^ 
fin* 

came 
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* 

came to pafs that thofe prophets fhould 
adopt fo ftrange a fancy, ^hich appears 
not to have entered info the views or con- 
^<;cptions of other men. 
. When you are in this tram of inquiry^ 
k will furprize you ftill more to find, 

2. By what perfons tbefe prcphcics^ fo 
remarkable for the matter of them, were 
MnounQcd. 

The publifhers of this extraordinary 
dodrine were, in one word, Jews ; (hat 
is, men of the mod narrow and cpntra^e4 
minds; men, brought up in the high^ft 
Conceit of themfelves, and in the utmoil 
icorn and contempt of the Gentiles } men, 
accuftomed to think themfelves the only 
favourites of heaven^ and to regard the reft 
of the world, as outcafts of its providence ; 
men, in fhort, induced, partly, by the 
genius of their religion, ill underilood, and 
partly, by their carnal temper, long ii^ulg* 
ed, to believe with aflurancc the perpetuity, 
the eternity of their divine law \ and to 
deem it impoffible that God Ihould reign 

Vol. L P wytr 
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• 

flCnywherc but in the land of IlHcl, 6f 
Diould impart hi§ bleffings to any^ thar 
Kve4 but of the Jewifti pale. 

Was if, now, to be cxpefttd of futh' 
men, as diefe, that they fliould enlarge, 
their ideas fo ifar as to form the projcft of 
^ a new and univerfal religion ; a^ religion, 
not imprinted outwardly on the flcfti, but- 
written in the he^rt •, a religion, that wa:y 
to fuperfcde and evacuate the law of Mbfes, 
to which they were fo immoderately ad* 
difted, and to enlighten and blefe and live 
the heathen, whom they fb perftdlly die* 
fpifed and abhorred ? ' ' 

You will fufpedb, perhaps, that rfie 
meaning of thefe projfhecies^as no more^ 
• fhah that rite Jewtfti taw ftrould finally 
pre^vail over all other Laws, and be the 
fole predominant religion - of the whrolc 
earth : a prejudice, very likely, it may be' 
faid, to* poflfeft the minds of fuch a people 
ti^ the JeWs y and fuitable Enough to that 
zeal; which prompted them to co^ipdfs^a 
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afid landy as Jefus binifelf obfervcd of them, 
U make one prof efyie [b]. 

But the contrary is apparexit frotp the , 
JltHiSun of the Jcwifti Law^ whu:h/ as I . 
f^d, wa« fo contrived^ that it could not 
be obferved out of Jtidasa^ — from the ie7iour., 
of that Law, addrefled only to the houfe . 
oJf Ifrael, and not obligafory to a^y other, 
people — from exprefs .. declarations of the' 
prophets tbemfelves; who call the dif*' 
penfation of the Mefllah, a new Covenant^ 
4 covenant written in the hearty m oppofi-^^ 
tton to the law of circumcifion [/] ; who fay,> 
f^hat the Lord will create new hewens and 
« nem sarth^ that is, in the prophetic ' 
)^ngviag0> will inftitut^ a new difpeniatiom 
«f religion, different from th^^ which hq 

\h^ Matd!.X3uik 1^. 

\i\ Behold* the days come, faith the Lord, that I will 
make a new twinant with thef honfe of Ifrael, and with 
the houfe of Judah^ not accovding to the covenant that 
I made with their fethers — but this (hall be my cove* 
jaant that I will make with ^t he Houfe of Ifrael, after 
fhofe days, fiiith the Lord, 1 wiU^put my Law in tb^ir 
f^war^^r^y -and ^riu it in tbein^heorU^ &€• Jejr. xxxK 
31 — 35. See alfo Jer.iii. i6« > . > 

pa ha4 
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h4<^ given to the Jews, and ftibverfive of 
it Ik] i who, laftly, fpcik a§ this difpcnfa^ 
tiooy as of ^hfy that fliould be eftabliihe<l 
under a new name, and (hould be embraced 
by the Gentiles, 4s jucb, that is, by men, 
converted immediately to this hew religion 
from their ftate of Gentillfm, without 
pafTiqg through the ilrait gate of th^ 
Jewilfi Law [/J. ' 

J udgc, then, whether the prophets did 
not mean more than a profelytifm to their 
own religion, when they predided, and 
ifi fucK terms, the future converfion of 
the Gentiles i knd whether fuch ideals, as 
thefe, could ever b^ye entered into the 
hearts of' jfews, if fomething^ befides and 
jtbbve the natural fuggeftidn of their own 
minds, had not ihfpired their prophecies* 

[I] For beholdy / create new Jlfeanfens and a new earth ^ 
and the fariiier fiaU i»»t Ik remembered nor come intomind^ 
If.lxr. xj. ' • ' ' ' 

[/] The Gentiles (hall fee thy righteou&efs, and all 
Kings, thy gl<>ry : Ahd thou (halt ht called by a new 
Mame^ which the mouth of the Lord ihall name. 
If. bcii, J. ^ ^ ' 

^'' - Ad4 
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Add to all tHiS) if yoU plcafc, that Jcfus 
Vas himfelr a Jew, and (to tegard him as 
a man only) in the lowefl clafs of the Jews, 
that is, of the moft confined and bigotl^d 
education ; and yet was hbt reftrained ty 
his prejudices Horn ^giving that fublime 
Icommahd to his follbwets — Go anx> 

TEACiFi ALL NATIONS, 

But enough on the ioSftine itfelfji atid on 
the cbaraSter of its teachers; It remains only 

3. To add one word, on the manner in 
which this prophecy ^ concerning the Gonver- 
fioh of the Gentile world, appears to ha^c 
teen completed. 

There are efpecially two prophecicis bn 
this fubjeft, which merit our attentive 
confideration. One of them aflerts, that 
the converfion of the Gentik world fliall 
take its rife from fmall and very iiiipro- 
mifmg beginnings, and yet ihaU prievail 
fpeedily and to a vail extent ; the 6tIier, 
that it (hail p/evail by pacific mean^ only, 
without the intervention bf any force or 
violence whatfoever. 

O 3 u Thd 
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I. The FORMEU of thefc prophecies is 
cxprcfled thus— -^ liuk onejhall become a 
tboufand, i^d a fpiatl one afirong nation: 1 

jf the Lord will hafien it in bis time [iw]. In 

aUgfion to this prophecy,' concerning the 

' rife and progrefs of Chriftianity, is that 

parable of our Lord applied to the king- 
dom of heaven — tbe'luHgdtm of heaven, lays 
he, is like to a grain of fnujtard-feedy which 
a man took and fowed in his field: which in- 
deed is the Uafi of all feeds : hit when it is 
growny it is the greattfl among herhs^ and 
becometb a trze : fo that the birds of the air 
come and lodge in the branches thereof \n\ 
And, with regard to the celerity with which 
this tree fliould grow up, we have a pro- 
phecy from Chrift himfelf, and that woh- 
derfuMy fulfilled— that his Gofpelfhould % 
preached to all the world for a teftimony to 
ell nations^ before the dcftruftion of Jeru- 
' falem, or within forty years from the date 

^ of the prophecy. ♦ 

* ' * ■* • . ■ 

'\m\ If, IXi 2 2. 

• ^ • \n^ JMatth. xnu 3 1, j^# 

• * NoWj>. 
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Kow, confider the ftatc of the Golpd, 
ftt our Lord's afcetifion. It was left in the 
hands df a few^ mean> unlearned^ difpirked 
perforis : without any coufatenancc from 
authority ; and with every difficuity, every 
terror, oppofcd to them, and placed diftinftly 
within their view. Mattb. xxiv. 9* Yet thefe 
men were cocnmiflioned to fpread this Gof- 
pei throvgh the world, and had an exprefs 
pronufe^ thgt they ibould fucceed in their 
attempt. Ag^inft all appearance, the fuc- 
. cefs followed. In lefs than half a century, 
the Jmmd vf the Go/pel went out into all Innds ; 
and, ivithin three centuries from the death 
of Chrift, Chriftianity afcended the impe- 
rial throne ; and £ad the utmvft parts ^f the 
tj^ib far Ms foffiifim. 

' To; pncrcafe the wonder, this aitia^ing 
revolution was brought about, by pacific 
methods 0Kfy\ as was, likewife, foretold . 

2. In the LATTEk of the fwo prophecies, 
.to which I beforic alluded. 

Jefus hinifclf quotes this prophecy fiptn 
Ifaiah^in the following words — Behold, my 

O 4 Servant^ 
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fervanU "uohom I have chofen^ my beloved^ in 

whom my foal is well pleafed : I will put my 

fpirii upon him^ and be Jballjbew judgment , 

i. e. declare a new Law, to the Gentiles. 

He Jball hotftrivCj nor cry^ neither Jball any 

man hear his voice in theftreets \ a bruifed 

reed Jball he not break, and fmoaking flax 

Jball he not quench^ u e. (as all interpreters 

explain thefe proverbial expreflions) he 

fball not employ the leaft degree of force 

or violence in the propagation of this law, 

till be Jendjortb judgment unto viStofy^ till 

lit finally prevail againft all opposition; 

And in his name Jball the Gentiles trujl. 

Matth. xii. 1 8 — 2f. 

Let any man read the hiftory of Chrifti* 
anity, from its firft publication in Judasa^ 
to the converfion of Conftantine, and thea 
fee whether this prophecy hath not been 
exactly and ^luftrioufiy completed. The 
followers of Jefus were numerous enough, 
long before the empire became Chriftian, 
to have attempted the way of force, had 

. at 



CbriJPs FIRST COMING. 201 

it been permitted to them [o] : and the in- 
fuks, the opprellions, the perfecutions, 
which they fuffered from their Pagan ene- 
mies, were enough to provoke the moft 
pailive tempers to fome a^s of hoftility and 
refiftance [^]. But every one knows, that 
they had recourfe to no arms, but thofe of 

[a] Si enim ct hoftcs exertos^ non tantum vindiccs oc- 
cultosy agere vellemus, ^Jfet nobis tns numerorum et co^ 
fiarum f TertuU, hpQ^afgfiU c. 37. 

[fl Could it be fortfcen^ that nothing of this fpit 
would happen ? When the Reformation, was fet on fboc 
m Germany, Luther and his adherents refblved to carry 
it 00 in the fpirit of the Gofpel, that is, by poetic mta* 
Jkrts. But how. ibon did pailion and policy ftrike in, 
to drive them from this purpofe ! The Catholics wtne 
intolerant : the Reformed grew powerful : and then, 
what was too naturally to be expe^ed* followed. 

If it be faid) that the Gofpel hath not been always 
piopagatedy 'without fircc ; I acknowledge, It has not :. 
but then I oblerve, i. that it was inconteflably fo pio« 
pagated, till the converiion of the Roman empire; in 
which event, alone, the prophecies appear to have had 
a reafonabje completion : 2. that xht force employ eJ^ has 
generally been the force of one Chriilian fec^> dl« 
fedted againfl fome other (in which icandalous con« 
teations the prophecies have no 'concern), not in 
the propagation of Chriftianity Itfelt in unbelieving 
countriei : j. tha^ the ^Mij affirce^ when profell^dly 

the 
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the fyvAt: tbey took no adyaotnge of dif- 
.tra£ted ttmts, to raife commotions in be- 
half of the ne^ religion, or to fupprefs the 
eld one : ^ irui/ed reed did ihty net h^ai, 
end fmoMng fiax did fb^ net fuencb : yet 
with meeknefs, and p^uence, and ^J^r^ 
i"g5 *^y pi^^y> W rcafi>n, by the fecttt 
influence of a divine blcfling. attending on 
thefe feeble eSbrtSt the do<5lrine of the crois 
infenfibly gained gfoond^ fpre&d itfelf far 
and wide, and in the end became viSori-* 
cus over all the rage ana power and fophif- 
try of an unbelieving world {q\. 

tiled againft unbelievers, though, in fome cafes!, it Bftt 
contributed to the enlargement of Chrift's kingdom, has 
yet, in others (where, too, the utmoft force and zeal 
were combined) very fignally failed of fuccefs ; of 
ivhich the crujaJes dgainfi the Mahometans afford a pik- 
ing inftance : and 4. laftly, that we cxpe6l the finS 
Unl'verjal prevalence of the Chriftian faith from the Kanle 
Ipiritual arms only, which were firft employed with 
fuch fuccefs In the propagation of it. 

\jl\ An eminent writer, with the view, indeed, of flif* 
gracing the Reformation^ hath (et thiS' matter in a very 
juft light J ^^ Que nos freres, fays he, ouvfent done let 
yeux ; qu'ils les jettent furTancienne'Eglife, qui durant 
tant de tiecles d'une pericicution fl cruelle ne s ell jamaii 

That 
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That this t^/flifr^ Ijadi not been, hither- 
to, fo complete, as to an&iKer die promtfe 

cchapee, ni un feul itomccit^ m dans un feul Jioraraey 
et qu*on a vue aufH ibiimire fbus Diocletien, et mcine 
'Ibus Julien I'apoftat, lorfqu*elle rempliflbit dcja toace 
k terre^ "que fous Neron et foud Dotnitien^ lorlqu'elle 
ne faifoit que (Jeoaiir^j ,p'£St. tA oyW VbiT V;E- 

»ITA3LEWEjpfT X4E POIGT DB DiEU." 

Hyi. dc5 VariatioHSy L x. c. JJ- 
^he finger rfGod^ as the learned writ^ fap, was In- 
fked confpicuous in llhk condih^ of the pricnitive 
Chrifiians, beeatiie it AS^fillfsd the propbtcies. (ib un<' 
likely to be fulfilled) concerning .the manmer in which 
Chriflianity was to obtain an eflablifhmbnC in the 
' world. If the condu(9: of ihe refin-med had not this 
iperity it was becaufe the prophecies xlid not extend to 
the reformation of Ch'nilian religion, but to the intro^ 
du^ion and tirft fettlement of it. The agents, in this 
hift work of providence, were therefore left to the na- 
tural influence of ^ek pailiohs,, and they aded too 
frequently as thofe paiBons impelled them. 

For the reft^ how far the gewer^d proeepts of die 
<jk)fpel require a paflive fubroiffion and non-rafifiance 
to outrageous intolerance, whether abfolutcly, and - ia 
all cafes, is a point of nice difcuilion ; in which I take 
no piart, at prelent, becaufe I am not now making the 
apology of the refonned^ but (hewing the completioei of 
the prophecie4 Goncernkig the propagators of Chri(U« 
anity : and the wonder to fee them fd pum^uaUy ccrni*^ 

of 
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^ an ahfolute mnverfaUty^ we readily ac- 
knowledge-, but are in no pain for tlje 
event [r] ; as the fame oracles, which have 
thus far been verified, fuppofe the prefent 
condition of things*, and, what is more^ 
aflure us of a time to come, when ibe Jul- 
vefs of the Gentiles JbaU c^me in. 

One word more, and I have done. If 
it be now thought, that thefe three pro- 
phecies — concerning the dejiru^ion of Jerw^ 
falem — the difperfian of the Jews — and the 
caU of tbt' Gentiles — have been clearly ac- 
compliflied i and yet were of that nature, 
that no human forefighc could deliver them, 
nor any probable conjunflure ^f human 
affairs account for the accomplifhment of 
them, you will conclude that they were 

pleted» 18 not lellened, but increaied, by fuppofing, tbat 
the precepts of the Gofpel leave maakixui to the free ufe 
of their natural rights, in the cafe of extr Aoe Tiolence 
and injuftice. 

[r] The vifioft isyetfor an appointed time^ hut at the end 
it Jhalljpeak^ and not ^ : though it tany^ wait fir i>, 
iecaufi it Jball/krejy comcy it will not tarry* Habak- 
kuk,ii. 3. , - . 

truly 
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^ruly divine, and that we do not abufe 
your credulity in pledging fuch prophecies, 
in proof of our holy religion. You will 
fee and ackno>yledge th^t there are pro- 
phecies, recorded in fcrip.ture, concerning 
the Cbrijiian Qhurfb : ^nd that tbefe pro- 
phecies, ip particular, concerning it, have 
been remarkably fplfiljed. Ye will, there- 
fore, the lefs wonder to find, that there are 
ftill ctbet prophecies, relative to the king- 
dom of Chrift, as adminiftered in this 
world •, and will, of cpurfe, be difpofed to 
confider, with Ipfs prevention, what may 
further be faid in fupport of them. 
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